130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Establish a Fund for Farmers Adversely Affected by Drought Conditions
L.D. 1998
An Act To Establish a Disaster Relief Fund for Potato Farmers Adversely Affected by Drought Conditions
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_db964314_4f2c_4c5d_a034_f3aaba0]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 717, L.D. 1998, “An Act To Establish a Disaster Relief Fund for Potato Farmers Adversely Affected by Drought Conditions”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5a944bfc_2c65_4c59_83dd_69][bookmark: _PAR__11_d9fbde29_fbf1_4ad5_b364_da171b1]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_55c47e4c_51ad_41a7_92c8_bc7f18c]'An Act To Establish a Fund for Farmers Adversely Affected by Drought Conditions'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__842bfbab_5864_4c4a_b53e_45][bookmark: _PAR__13_15cc8ee7_431d_435d_8e68_1dbf617]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e9ac87d5_dfa4_4e50_9940_c1d24bd]'Sec. 1.  7 MRSA c. 8-A, sub-c. 4 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_a62b0209_3907_4891_96cb_0b56ae4]SUBCHAPTER 4
[bookmark: _PAR__16_af9ce275_ea3a_41dc_854f_ef6a256]FARMERS DROUGHT RELIEF GRANT PROGRAM
[bookmark: _PAR__17_a46bcf0e_04da_4cfc_89ee_a1e6ef5]§220-A. Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program
[bookmark: _PAR__18_318a9023_c5f5_4173_b7a1_fad4dcd]1.  Grant program established.  The Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established in the department to assist farmers in the State to overcome the adverse effects of drought conditions by providing grants in accordance with this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_735a2576_7456_47b5_a0f9_8cf0f8f]2. Eligibility.  A farmer in the State may apply for a grant under the program if the farmer needs to establish a source for irrigation water to alleviate the risk of crop losses due to drought.  The source for irrigation water must be sustainable, environmentally sound and affordable.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_7612d5e0_b4b9_4499_b661_96a7f69]3.  Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program Fund.  The Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program Fund is established as a nonlapsing fund to provide funding to achieve the purposes of the program.  The fund consists of any funds received from private and public sources.  The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts.  Any balance remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year must be carried forward to the next fiscal year.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_b7fd6d08_44b0_4f98_ae29_b62f48f][bookmark: _PAR__2_1b6b1906_e650_46d7_a23b_61f1c2ff]4.  Rules.  The department shall adopt rules to implement the program.  The rules must include grant eligibility requirements, grant application and award procedures and grant funding limits.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5f525e68_4385_4f93_9f4f_4bd51b56]Sec. 2.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to examine ways to streamline permitting new sources of water for farmers.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources shall work with the Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Planning Commission and other appropriate agencies to examine the permitting process for farmers seeking to secure permits for new sources of water for irrigation and to develop recommendations, including suggested legislation, to streamline the permitting process.  No later than January 1, 2023, the department shall submit a report with findings and recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters.  The joint standing committee may submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature relating to the subject matter of the report.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a68d8cc7_f8ee_4a44_8472_b7dfacd7]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a331c81e_bba6_4709_bc9d_0733060a]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6ce65b8a_7e5c_4bb0_89d3_2e100adb]Bureau of Agriculture 0393
[bookmark: _PAR__7_08b68e04_b709_4432_8808_58aaa52d]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for contractual services to complete rulemaking, coordinate with other state agencies on strategies to streamline the irrigation permitting process and report back on findings.
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_d9a38c32_7352_48d9_ba1e_013b9c6d][bookmark: _LINE__24_a6168b9a_907a_4832_8e4d_828ad8]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_f4aa6b62_116a_4a53_963a_d33977]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_28b8b5f7_80fa_4cb4_8fac_6a15b7]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_68296ad1_87d6_421a_a603_91c684]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_201bf738_720f_41a7_9220_4f2068]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_0e85ca72_b02d_4060_9615_8c8def]$75,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_2d06aac6_23ea_4f78_8c2b_8a1d2e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_645b4866_1408_4057_89ac_259f7a]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_97d5dbc1_553b_4e64_abf1_61cb81]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_b2a67255_d674_4a35_a9d3_143214]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_fb55b055_844e_4129_bb2e_395439]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_127056b6_40a7_4111_9007_d6cd4c]$75,000


[bookmark: _PAR__9_51aca25d_6adb_4a24_a6db_d53fe846]Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program Fund N947
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b008aac7_0218_46c1_885b_67dff99]Initiative: Provides allocations to establish the fund and to allow for acceptance of funding from private and public sources.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_1ff9b249_1153_4367_bd8d_55ba84e][bookmark: _LINE__31_d68b4369_7789_4fe2_8e46_45376d]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_085aaca4_e576_42e9_85b1_a1531e]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_6f99e1a0_6029_4300_ba65_2cf5bb]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_5b799abe_190e_4987_8213_9942b2]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_dd6ec001_89e0_4c0a_beb6_50f966]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_e390964f_cd82_4592_a62c_88d9a1]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_95d7f0d0_ad2b_4cd9_9eb8_9feff4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_bb5588d4_e974_40e5_806a_d835c0]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_26fdf45a_98d0_4a57_8e73_66a09b]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_3c3a74f4_4695_4ab9_a29a_5ced8b]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_08fea807_b1a1_433f_8140_f912a9]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_44c7ebcf_d509_4ff5_aa4a_174d47]$500


[bookmark: _PAR__12_4fbbe13f_46da_4661_ae5b_5af0899] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__13_630d7005_a806_4256_b127_5b9e113][bookmark: _LINE__36_c858ad95_40ec_4937_9760_d30a27][bookmark: _LINE__37_7a661395_16b2_4b9f_b857_7c5c93]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_5a1403ca_1c4c_44e3_b3a3_cd3544] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_8639a134_6f30_4f0f_8005_a0ceb3] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_e7e87dee_e5fc_4841_8578_eccd27]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_203d3d2d_9948_4807_ad66_c05f03]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_8ce78a4d_8138_4dd6_96b6_1fec8d]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_830b2d4b_ed27_4166_a5c1_c4a8c4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_9ddcec3c_a24a_4299_9cee_273d90] 
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	[bookmark: _LINE__40_dce036ac_7f5f_495d_9d1e_8aea0c]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_5966750b_dbc6_4510_b233_d61458]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_e9cdea99_dc2d_481a_be02_378bb8]$75,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_2aa8e9a6_1963_4527_8422_c2cdf0]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
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	[bookmark: _LINE__42_943def3a_0676_4d8c_ba6f_f19c62] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_3b97745d_f4e1_43b3_ac97_924dbc]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_cad2c872_f992_4c98_aeff_23a915]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__43_aecad790_e1aa_444b_bb29_766b6a]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_3b0b11cb_19d6_4d8d_b46c_79e9f8]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_3381d103_d088_44b9_83df_8e1b13]$75,500


[bookmark: _PAGE__3_e0b8493e_b2ff_4acb_85a3_f79d58c][bookmark: _PAR__2_e947601d_df33_4bab_af54_82619cad]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5a4b6a1f_c33d_4675_860a_40][bookmark: _PAR__3_daedf259_5ac3_4e79_b181_c65c15d9]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__561bf0dc_812d_4ff7_ab85_574b95][bookmark: _PAR__4_2137ddc1_abe8_4562_b285_d28b7ea2]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3ccf06d3_5093_4af9_af31_138270c6]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, establishes the Farmers Drought Relief Grant Program to assist farmers in the State to overcome the adverse effects of drought conditions by providing grants, rather than a disaster relief grant program for potato farmers as in the bill. The amendment specifies that a farmer may apply for a grant if the farmer needs to establish a source for irrigation water to alleviate the risk of crop losses due to drought.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_345603ec_10ce_4a4b_96b1_692c2c51]The amendment also directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to work with the Department of Environmental Protection and the Maine Land Use Planning Commission and other appropriate agencies to examine the permitting process for farmers seeking to secure permits for new sources of water for irrigation and to develop recommendations, including suggested legislation, to streamline the permitting process.  The department is required to submit a report with findings and recommendations to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over agriculture, conservation and forestry matters no later than January 1, 2023.  The joint standing committee is authorized to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 131st Legislature relating to the subject matter of the report.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__3a79f2d2_46ab_4e0][bookmark: _PAR__7_2f2e3328_bee1_48f1_9c48_0ee9266d]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__8_057cc351_1c6e_4016_9030_ac1bcc2b](See attached)
LR2160, item 2 - 130th Maine Legislature, page 2
