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[bookmark: _PAR__10_415c8468_6cce_4fcc_8e19_45674f9]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 662, L.D. 1657, “An Act to Amend the Law Governing Certain Sexual Offenses”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a0f150bd_fecb_420b_ae9b_f5][bookmark: _PAR__11_b9d3b141_594c_49b9_abe9_e04ee8e]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_0ac0fa3f_9b55_44de_9729_bd53e52]'An Act to Define "Consent" and Amend the Law Governing Certain Sexual Offenses'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__281a4434_7712_4246_8930_be][bookmark: _PAR__13_ad22fbb9_f236_44e3_8375_efb3225]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_bb6dfb08_ec4c_44a6_846c_586d4c7]'Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §251, sub-§1, ¶E-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c19b81bc_11ce_4291_9571_6ac7c0d]E-1.  "Consent" means a word or action by a person that indicates a freely given agreement.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_3743f5e8_06de_4260_b5b4_1c2b672]Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §253, sub-§2, ¶M, as amended by PL 2021, c. 608, Pt. E, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_0f6cae2d_17b5_4b57_aa52_bfce4f3]M.  The other person has not expressly or impliedly acquiesced consented to the sexual act and the actor is criminally negligent with regard to whether the other person has acquiesced consented.  Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime; or
[bookmark: _PAR__18_c9166ae6_d574_4c52_9073_70ff429]Sec. 3.  17-A MRSA §255-A, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 608, Pt. E, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_78019fd4_6155_436b_9946_7219670]A.  The other person has not expressly or impliedly acquiesced in consented to the sexual contact and the actor is criminally negligent with regard to whether the other person has acquiesced consented. Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;
[bookmark: _PAR__20_95f3af68_8119_4977_8868_507640c]Sec. 4.  17-A MRSA §255-A, sub-§1, ¶B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 608, Pt. E, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__21_08fec0c6_29fd_40c9_9603_6943737]B.  The other person has not expressly or impliedly acquiesced in consented to the sexual contact, the actor is criminally negligent with regard to whether the other person has acquiesced consented and the sexual contact includes penetration. Violation of this paragraph is a Class C crime;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_342718b5_0336_4692_9b16_17a2ab8][bookmark: _PAR__2_20dc56d9_ca67_4ab6_b896_a73e543a]Sec. 5.  17-A MRSA §260, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 608, Pt. E, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_46a9c0a5_1bcb_4dbd_9a17_26b56978]A.  The other person has not expressly or impliedly acquiesced in consented to the sexual touching and the actor is criminally negligent with regard to whether the other person has acquiesced consented.  Violation of this paragraph is a Class D crime;'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__753b4916_2839_4d6a_abfd_48][bookmark: _PAR__4_ca30ccee_4ff7_42af_af7f_e46efc24]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__6639a106_2184_49bd_9cff_c0ff73][bookmark: _PAR__5_bf81572d_7f19_4621_909c_2c5533c2]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e3776a39_edcc_480f_82d6_58d609b2]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, defines the term "consent" in the Maine Criminal Code's provisions concerning sexual assault crimes to mean "a word or action by a person that indicates a freely given agreement." It also changes the terms "expressly or impliedly acquiesced" and "acquiesced" to "consented" in the elements of the criminal offenses of gross sexual assault, unlawful sexual contact and unlawful sexual touching.
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