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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ea3bfbe7_e3f4_43b8_9108_14][bookmark: _PAR__11_bfa8d31a_1b72_4815_ab56_f2b1321]Amend the bill in section 1 in subsection 1 in paragraph A in the last 2 lines (page 1, lines 13 and 14 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "The commission, for good cause shown by the qualified small water utility, may waive the requirements of this paragraph." and inserting the following: 'The commission, for good cause shown by the qualified small water utility, may waive the requirements of this paragraph.'
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e0a4fa7e_676b_4564_96e3_97][bookmark: _PAR__13_c192ff2c_c208_4e52_87cd_afbcfa8]Amend the bill in section 8 in §6104-B in subsection 3 in the last line (page 3, line 17 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "adjustment." the following: 'A consumer-owned water utility that elects to adjust rates pursuant to this section and has been granted an exemption from sections 6104 and 6104-A by the commission in accordance with section 6114 is exempt from the requirement to file the notice of the proposed rate change with the commission and the Public Advocate under this subsection.'
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_3cd9c8e6_95b4_4a51_8599_f7e989aa]The amendment permits the Public Utilities Commission, for good cause shown, to waive the requirements for an annual review or audit for all qualified small water utilities. It provides that if a consumer-owned water utility chooses to use the rate adjustment option provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 6104-B and the utility has been granted an exemption by the commission from the requirements of the laws offering optional rate-making processes for consumer-owned water utilities, the utility is also exempt from the requirement in section 6104-B to provide notice of its rate change pursuant to that section to the commission and the Office of the Public Advocate. The amendment clarifies the language regarding charters brought before the Legislature in accordance with a consumer-owned water utility consolidation to specify that the joint standing committee may report out a bill for each newly created water utility.
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