130th Maine Legislature
An Act Requiring a Contract for the Administration of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry's Low-cost Spaying and Neutering Program
L.D. 1828
An Act Requiring a Contract for the Administration of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry's Low-cost Spaying and Neutering Program
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__e2ef6ea7_c97b_4213_9b8c_04][bookmark: _PAGE__1_e58f5762_62e5_47dc_af30_35d1cef][bookmark: _PAR__2_14d50869_2f41_4595_905d_68d96feb]L.D. 1828
[bookmark: _PAR__3_aafb84ca_489e_4dc8_9cd8_41dfdc37]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ba6b3572_8fc5_45e8_b0f7_047db39f]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0e92c78b_dfb8_4c2c_9d1f_e45d32c7]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c73426f5_971e_4064_8f85_4d966773]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e7f66ef7_fdbb_4c1c_a8f9_d750a535]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_105f8280_885d_4f04_bc0f_25d68d9b]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_754b4790_20b1_444d_a09d_f12e87d8]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b0e20ba8_c951_4525_ae4c_acf60dc]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 644, L.D. 1828, “An Act Requiring a Contract for the Administration of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry's Low-cost Spaying and Neutering Program”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__792ec186_dbb7_41b9_afc8_72][bookmark: _PAR__11_2cea1017_b018_4660_8555_b220970]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_1b393578_e7a3_4ed8_a5c5_38f4f6f]'Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3910-B, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2009, c. 148, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_cdb33e89_ddea_47f4_ae96_238d3b0]1.  Establishment.  There is established the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund, an interest-bearing account, referred to in this section as "the fund."  The fund receives money deposited by the Treasurer of State pursuant to Title 36, section 5284‑A, revenues generated in accordance with this section, all revenue from the surcharges collected under section 3933, subsection 4, revenue received from surcharges in accordance with section 714, subsection 4 and any money contributed voluntarily to the fund.  All money deposited in the fund and the earnings on that money remain in the fund to be used for the spaying or neutering of companion animals owned by persons meeting income limit standards and for the spaying or neutering of a feral cat regardless of a person's income and for the necessary direct administrative and personnel costs associated with the management of the fund and may not be deposited in the General Fund or any other fund except as specifically provided by law. The fund may not be charged for indirect costs under a departmental indirect cost allocation plan.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b2989868_1072_4556_a130_a205374]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3910-B, sub-§1-A, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. CCCC, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_cd22d565_c70e_4918_ac63_08985c3][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__84573e3d_3087_4816_992a_29d][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5da9df7d_9e1e_4494_8299_c49223a][bookmark: _PAR__2_a47f1221_1a2d_475d_b73d_43da811f]1-A.  Option to contract for administration Administration of the fund.  The commissioner may shall contract the administration of the fund to a suitable animal welfare organization or individual selected through a competitive process. The contracting organization or individual shall administer the fund in accordance with procedures and eligibility standards established under subsection 2. The contracting organization or individual may not expend more than 15% of the fund annually for administrative costs.  In the event that the commissioner cannot find a suitable animal welfare organization, the department shall administer the fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d7abf3f8_14aa_45b8_86d6_77db0200]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §3910-B, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 682, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0ff22446_33c1_4dbc_86d6_b29c8948]2.  Subsidies; development of standards.  The commissioner shall develop procedures and eligibility standards for the awarding of subsidies to low-income persons for the spaying or neutering of those persons' companion animals.  Procedures and eligibility standards must be developed in consultation with veterinarians and representatives of humane societies and animal shelters.  The commissioner shall develop procedures to pay a person, regardless of income, 100% of the cost of spaying or neutering a feral cat.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4464e8a7_608b_40d6_bea5_48acfe85]Sec. 4.  7 MRSA §3910-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 539, Pt. CCCC, §3, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_03d0bcad_f8d5_4de3_8ad0_7b24dcd9]Sec. 5.  Contract for administration of the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund; rules.  The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall, in consultation with the Animal Welfare Advisory Council established by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 2-C, issue a request for proposals no later than August 1, 2022 from animal welfare organizations to administer the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund created under Title 7, section 3910-B, referred to in this section as "the fund" and the department's low-income spay and neuter program known as the Help Fix ME program, referred to in this section as "the program."  The initial contract with the administrator chosen under this section must be for 36 months.  The commissioner shall select an administrator that:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_580980c7_bb41_409c_b01f_473e1da4]1.  Demonstrates a dedication to spay and neuter companion animals and feral cats and target low-income communities and populations to the extent possible;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_428efaa0_f84c_4b4a_9d75_c6278943]2.  Has the technical expertise to operate the program;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_4993e6f6_abe2_47ef_adbe_255d1486]3.  Commits to maintain the staff necessary to field telephone calls in a timely manner and to provide vouchers to program applicants within 7 business days of receipt of copayment and satisfactory proof of eligibility, except that copayment may not be required for the spaying and neutering of feral cats;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_12a268b6_ef31_4a81_a3a1_304308b]4.  Will ensure the privacy of the information of program applicants; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b5a14f12_c64f_4a64_9f46_44b111e]5.  Commits to providing strong customer service when administering the fund and program.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_de4973c6_ecb6_4697_bf88_72d9d10][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__6f09ef96_cfe6_4e55_a767_9c5][bookmark: _PAGE__3_93e607f1_137d_411e_bfd8_8576590][bookmark: _PAR__2_3736e028_199c_4c51_bfaf_1a9ea827]Sec. 6.  Evaluation of initial contract for administration of the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall conduct an evaluation of the initial 36-month contract entered into pursuant to this Act for the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund created under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 3910-B.  Criteria for the evaluation must include whether the administrator spent approximately 90% of the fund each fiscal year; increased and then maintained the number of areas in the State in which spay and neuter surgeries are performed under the low-income spay and neuter program, also known as the Help Fix ME program; increased and then maintained the number of veterinarians participating in the program; and decreased the amount of time between submission of a request for funds and receipt of a voucher for sterilization services by an applicant.  Upon completion of the evaluation and no later than January 1, 2026, the department shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over animal welfare matters.  The joint standing committee may submit a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature relating to the subject matter of the report.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_de72385d_378a_4d5f_83bd_ae8c6310]Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0f582508_8e4b_4f0c_a490_0817087c]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9600b584_dd7e_4b9d_9a96_faca40cc]Animal Welfare Fund 0946
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4d916ab6_32bb_47d5_b537_c54f30e6]Initiative: Allocation for Personal Services is increased in the Animal Welfare Fund and offset by a decrease in All Other allocation.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_1b3c0dc7_4c52_4012_a6ea_3232dfaf][bookmark: _LINE__12_619a664b_adfe_406b_8687_49fb90]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_69eefc94_7de0_4161_bbb4_20522d]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_6a5c334d_0a18_4831_a78a_87b436]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_40972ee9_d1cd_46a3_a685_4730b9]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_32ac0acb_eedc_42ee_835b_079052]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_cedbaa91_9078_4b39_bcd1_d6408f]$27,083

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_5bbc1ff7_ac0a_449c_acf3_fd3bdd]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_3b1e07c6_caf3_4a28_bc76_50f89e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_be3aca94_c5f7_4f7c_9304_b60b97]($27,083)

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_e3c65eb9_2767_4860_b6f1_cfbb12] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_2fd177dc_a082_464c_a574_ebfedc]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_a5dd9424_ab72_4099_b638_7f8f9a]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_15c7e416_41cd_4ded_b33d_c651ba]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_269bf194_6e7c_4153_b8e5_c6cb08]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_46f8091c_092c_4877_b6b9_28511e]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__8_b5e931c5_899d_416a_a36f_a855510a]Animal Welfare Fund 0946
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c21cb7fc_ffd8_4018_9e03_a8143486]Initiative: Allocation for Personal Services is decreased in the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund and offset by an increase in All Other allocation to allow a 36-month contract with an outside entity to administer the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_ec458933_924b_4786_83d1_70a7aef][bookmark: _LINE__21_ef50fc05_cf8c_4003_8c1e_600c93]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_86c1c10c_a3a6_496f_965e_39e58e]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_057206b0_a775_4dd6_9c77_af05d7]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_f8e66bf6_8482_40da_9631_dc4933]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_715064d0_d62e_4cbf_8e66_99e28e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_1c871fa3_4f0b_4f1d_a086_41cdd0]($27,083)

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_ab55744a_cf5a_4a9e_a50e_4c92f7]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_e56df8ed_f98d_4f61_b219_55b4af]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_41bfd0cd_c55f_41b6_92b4_8f69d7]$27,083

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_b6047ef0_074f_42d0_8c46_f5522c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_7f8d8780_03e4_452c_9c7c_e7b009]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_09e46898_032f_46c5_857e_5cb2ed]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_b7405f23_e25f_483d_90a1_039162]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_83d9ffee_7ec5_4042_aedc_c169b9]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_07a47049_98ac_4e21_a2fe_9856d1]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__11_8e87d7ee_6d39_49be_94dc_d57a214] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_1dc5c2ed_4aba_45dd_919d_221084b][bookmark: _LINE__27_14a002c0_493e_46b7_8e66_957d60][bookmark: _LINE__28_1c42376e_ddcd_46d7_adeb_9b8719]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_68613227_6cc3_447e_9fab_260cc8] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_b0d8fb99_6579_4be0_9613_982b49] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_0f63632b_553e_4d68_be3f_7c9786]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_02485f3f_e4ab_448a_bc3c_5bd200]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_c5e46ea5_f3cf_4a2c_950c_e062ee]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_b35ec4fd_581a_4bf1_a9a7_02bc4b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_85ff4277_57bd_4baf_ad34_db8fd4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_e6479185_af79_4ab7_ac81_2c1794] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_ab1c7315_d9a2_443b_b3a2_c948fe]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_2807585d_808c_4c00_8524_d98c36]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_05aa2197_d726_4746_b837_35f605]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_9f463c99_f362_4844_873a_a4d657] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_2a87ee64_07bf_43a9_9206_6f0e20]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_cc93fc93_d9e2_4214_9332_a33d8f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_c5880a82_2162_4531_83f7_ddb042]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_c2f414e1_b577_4b04_a1ec_7ccaf0]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_c2f502c8_5d5b_4485_bcec_de77aa]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__13_140f6564_7536_40db_98c9_d70ac56]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c2110829_963d_4701_ac7a_6f][bookmark: _PAR__14_cb8fe36a_81c1_4199_9cd8_ccb106a]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__75b4f6c6_ec19_46fb_9d36_5c767c][bookmark: _PAR__15_7d7cb81c_4679_4ccf_b84e_2a3c8ad]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6303359c_2716_48e0_ad2e_dea262a]The bill requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to contract for the administration of the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund, but requires the department to administer the fund if a suitable 3rd-party administrator cannot be found.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_d33f3023_e6c6_4cd1_a5f5_f245d11][bookmark: _PAR__2_5fe11dc1_0c62_4208_870a_e464fd78]The amendment requires the commissioner to develop procedures to pay a person, regardless of income, 100% of the cost for the spaying or neutering of a feral cat.  The amendment also specifies that a copayment may not be required for the spaying or neutering of a feral cat.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_881e93a2_c8e4_48d3_91bd_4bb81144]The amendment requires the commissioner, in consultation with the Animal Welfare Advisory Council, to issue a request for proposals no later than August 1, 2022 to contract the administration of Companion Animal Sterilization Fund.  The amendment requires that the initial contract be for 36 months.  The amendment requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to conduct an evaluation of the initial 36-month contract and to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over animal welfare matters no later than January 1, 2026.  The joint standing committee is required to submit a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature relating to the subject matter of the report.  The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__401ed15a_730f_4e7][bookmark: _PAR__4_e415eda4_b680_45be_a596_b76984f9]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3ecca388_3cc0_4070_8a65_cf696ff8](See attached)
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