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[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__2fcb9ecc_cef0_42fb_ba99_6c][bookmark: _PAGE__1_6b35c440_299d_47fd_83db_3e44451][bookmark: _PAR__2_bd494e8e_cd7c_491d_b0c9_f9487dc8]L.D. 735
[bookmark: _PAR__3_47c06a17_4aa8_4af4_aa2e_0b49ea4f]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_af7a3f45_364e_456c_8e6b_1f0dc78b]STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8dfa1e09_fed2_4712_bbaf_632461c7]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_62f9bce9_c90d_4d32_99e6_50916f10]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d80728dc_b85e_4143_ab5a_830bf682]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_11cb14b8_6af9_4190_a5db_deb034bf]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_4ada12ff_1ddb_405b_ac93_14aa6b77]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a1f4786b_bee0_43d0_8a80_6859537]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 293, L.D. 735, “An Act to Require the State to Hold a Public Hearing in a Municipality Before the State Constructs a Solar Project in That Municipality”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4d258ac3_648a_411a_a4ae_e0][bookmark: _PAR__11_a54fd397_b503_4bee_8338_f26640c]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_87f23309_2b53_481a_89d2_73c7cfd]'Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §1742-B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 275, §2, is further amended by enacting after the 3rd paragraph a new paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b2a94952_2de3_4cb2_875d_0677963]If a proposed public improvement is for or includes installation of a solar energy project that will involve the disturbance of more than 1,000 square feet of land area, the state agency responsible for the installation of the solar energy project shall hold a public hearing on the project in the municipality where the project is located.  The public hearing under this paragraph must be provided as soon as development of the schematic design for the solar energy project is complete.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_179e67ea_413f_4ed7_8d10_630915f]Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶F, as corrected by RR 1991, c. 2, §88, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_6a758cc3_8d68_4133_8e74_200808b]F.  Be consistent with the purposes, goals and policies of the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act Title 30A, chapter 187, subchapter 2; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_ebbfafbc_7e51_4238_94c4_aaa1a05]Sec. 3.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶G, as corrected by RR 1991, c. 2, §88, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_f050a8bc_6603_4c55_8c00_3fc3267]G.  Incorporate a public participation process in which local governmental bodies and the public have timely notice and opportunity to identify and comment on concerns related to transportation planning decisions, capital investment decisions and project decisions.  The department Department of Transportation and the Maine Turnpike Authority shall take the comments and concerns of local citizens into account and must be responsive to them.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_226bac63_8d35_4b79_99d5_0c55eb5]Sec. 4.  23 MRSA §73, sub-§3, ¶H is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_22257424_0358_4840_9262_bc6f1fe][bookmark: _PAR__2_71613005_2ead_4a6c_b992_6dfc0355]H.  Ensure opportunity for public input whenever the Department of Transportation or the Maine Turnpike Authority plans to install a solar energy project that will involve the disturbance of more than 1,000 square feet of land area.  The department or the authority shall hold a public hearing in the municipality where the solar energy project is to be located.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a908aa7a_c646_43ac_a525_b0][bookmark: _PAR__3_7daf5c1a_d0dc_4848_88a4_8550420e]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__6dc53dac_ba98_4994_9963_a31189][bookmark: _PAR__4_587ad198_0472_49d9_9b7d_f47347d7]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f74753e6_fa3a_40dd_8a10_2696f094]This amendment replaces the bill.  It requires the Department of Transportation, the Maine Turnpike Authority and any state agency installing a solar energy project that disturbs more than 1,000 square feet of land area to hold a public hearing in the municipality where the project is to be located.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__6dd76074_6b68_4a3][bookmark: _PAR__6_24077c35_cd52_4ebd_97a0_f72c0a4d]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0f36a6a3_f1d8_4fe9_877c_e9578f1a](See attached)
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