131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services and Establish Public Defender Offices for Aroostook, Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties
L.D. 653
An Act to Support Constitutionally Required Public Defense by Creating the Maine Office of Public Defense Services
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__47e5fad8_35da_4e85_ae68_8e][bookmark: _PAGE__1_3ab6eb53_9b36_4e7f_a0ca_e46751a][bookmark: _PAR__2_fc70aacd_bc57_4546_8191_88824543]L.D. 653
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9595d936_43af_4d16_98cb_715740a2]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_02f05873_285c_4f30_8131_c6b833b9]JUDICIARY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f84d0e26_08d0_49b3_b1bb_2b000185]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7177f346_904e_49d0_ae5c_d916dd6c]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5214c2d7_9b1e_4072_abab_7be99a45]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d94a5f10_ae61_46ce_a982_ee17efa7]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b56cad0a_14f9_4425_b7ce_16faf0a4]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5b09f557_e808_4edf_953a_6572021]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 270, L.D. 653, “An Act to Support Constitutionally Required Public Defense by Creating the Maine Office of Public Defense Services”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1a080c3a_dd57_47c3_a1fd_fb][bookmark: _PAR__11_dabe431f_a481_4ca9_b4a5_2c4fed8]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a30efbcd_9969_4ca1_bd3c_8526c15]'An Act to Establish the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services and Establish Public Defender Offices for Aroostook, Penobscot and Piscataquis Counties'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7b97d459_901d_4f51_8ed6_b6][bookmark: _PAR__13_b3c99f0b_c15b_4a4c_be7d_489e252]Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_50e790bb_d2bc_4823_a215_b6b07fa]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_ae822b48_af0d_48bf_bca2_e2f8995]Whereas, the State's constitutional and statutory obligations include ensuring that each person facing a potential loss of liberty in a criminal or juvenile proceeding is provided with effective representation; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_d2673f1d_9c9c_438e_bd4a_91b0b7d]Whereas, due to a lack of attorneys currently eligible for appointment, more than 500 adult criminal defendants eligible for a court-appointed attorney are currently without counsel, of whom at least 150 are currently in custody; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_a53586b4_f148_4bee_a9c0_d10ee01]Whereas, in at least 10 District Court locations across the State, there are no attorneys currently eligible for appointment to represent juveniles charged with certain types of offenses; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_e9d6dc8b_af0e_4f78_a44f_7388875]Whereas, this legislation changes the name of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services and establishes authority for the commission to establish 2 new public defender offices, one serving Aroostook County and one serving Penobscot and Piscataquis counties, the 2 areas of the State identified by the commission as experiencing the greatest need for additional indigent legal services; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_5e88ddf5_e02c_4379_b9d2_1f20714]Whereas, it is important to authorize establishment of these offices as soon as possible; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_2f41c189_a2cb_4482_9cbf_115146a][bookmark: _PAR__2_3adaa4d1_aaa2_4b42_a022_7441f334]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b86eeaff_73fd_4ca3_a08c_cc][bookmark: _PAR__3_adc3e71b_c95e_4e60_95d5_cba56c9b]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2ba99d47_291f_4298_9295_734b8dd4]'Sec. 1.  2 MRSA §6, sub-§13, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. GGG, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_039557e8_f22b_485b_877e_af031f86]13.  Range 37.  The salary of the executive director of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services is within salary range 37.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6bb55465_c989_4d68_a902_37bcbb30]Sec. 2.  4 MRSA c. 37, headnote is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_47401930_6ed1_47d6_8366_bdc7f004]CHAPTER 37
[bookmark: _PAR__8_cc911e1d_2945_48bd_913a_43f6ce00]MAINE COMMISSION ON INDIGENT LEGAL PUBLIC DEFENSE SERVICES
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7aad7e53_20dc_43a7_8120_e655b2ac]Sec. 3.  4 MRSA §1801, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 419, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_95717cf4_046b_4fda_bd8b_4af3228]§1801.  Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services; established
[bookmark: _PAR__11_96930577_55b8_43ac_930c_0d48b2e]The Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services, established by Title 5, section 12004‑G, subsection 25‑A, is an independent commission whose purpose is to provide efficient, high-quality representation to indigent criminal defendants, juvenile defendants and children and parents in child protective cases, consistent with federal and state constitutional and statutory obligations.  The commission shall work to ensure the delivery of indigent legal services by qualified and competent counsel in a manner that is fair and consistent throughout the State and to ensure adequate funding of a statewide system of indigent legal services, which must be provided and managed in a fiscally responsible manner, free from undue political interference and conflicts of interest.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c64dd5e7_bc72_4f02_aff8_c759449]Sec. 4.  4 MRSA §1802, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 419, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_27be6f92_06b2_4a29_af5d_735d2fc]2.  Commission.  "Commission" means the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services under section 1801.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0996dfa8_8f55_4529_9cfa_09ad97e]Sec. 5.  5 MRSA §959, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 419, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_bed19e67_087c_4303_b679_24bff62]§959.  Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services
[bookmark: _PAR__16_3b6e788d_3784_4e41_a97d_54d3454]1.  Major policy-influencing positions.  The following positions are major policy-influencing positions within the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, these positions and their successor positions are subject to this chapter:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_e5990d58_d28f_444e_8f26_28c6318]A.  Executive director.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_180bd61c_f5bf_475a_9644_eaf0d54]Sec. 6.  5 MRSA §1591, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. EEE, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_db4af5fe_91e0_4821_ac64_eaa0259][bookmark: _PAR__2_a782235a_910b_485c_8de9_670455c2]6.  Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services.  Any All Other balance remaining in the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services, Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services program, General Fund account at the end of any fiscal year must be carried forward for use by the commission in the next fiscal year.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_582d48ba_719d_480f_9936_fcde85fc]Sec. 7.  5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§25-A, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 419, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_e8a3ec54_7819_4d86_a336_95ef5dc8]25-A.  
	[bookmark: _PAR__5_e4b03771_6941_4e76_b4fb_8618cb14][bookmark: _LINE__9_231593d1_6d8b_44ba_b3e6_b49962a]Legal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_5925944c_7b76_4a8e_944a_2eebb89][bookmark: _LINE__10_e37839f5_138a_40ab_af43_8ca643]Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_dd50be8d_b928_4aea_aef6_3a6694b][bookmark: _LINE__10_4737d2f8_9f32_41ff_980d_3ff818][bookmark: _LINE__11_14699100_06d9_4787_ba77_55ddfa]Legislative Per Diem Plus Expenses
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_69f5a599_2e68_4eba_ada6_853dcb9][bookmark: _LINE__10_54680edd_f86c_4c16_9c31_e8fc88]4 MRSA §1801


[bookmark: _PAR__6_51efc493_e34a_476a_bb8a_0017c690]Sec. 8.  15 MRSA §2115-A, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2013, c. 159, §14, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_73200870_983f_4213_b028_52153159]8.  Fees and costs.  The Law Court shall allow counsel fees and costs for the defense of appeals under this section, to be paid by the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services under Title 4, section 1801.  The compensation paid by the commission may not exceed the rates established by the commission for the payment of counsel providing indigent legal services.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_828b4728_1a6d_4c51_96d5_0db2382a]Sec. 9.  15 MRSA §2115-A, sub-§9, as amended by PL 2013, c. 159, §15, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7096cfcd_3b9d_445e_9664_2aa92eb3]9.  Appeals to Federal Court; fees and costs.  The Law Court shall allow attorney's fees for court appointed counsel when the State appeals a judgment to any Federal Court or to the United States Supreme Court on certiorari.  Any fees allowed pursuant to this subsection must be paid out of the accounts of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services under Title 4, section 1801.  The compensation paid by the commission may not exceed the rates established by the commission for the payment of counsel providing indigent legal services.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_cca97811_e055_45ae_b039_ac4bc40]Sec. 10.  34-A MRSA §3049, sub-§3, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 434, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_eed38aa3_c0fe_4eb6_8d47_c7ec156]D.  If the person is indigent, costs of counsel and all other costs, including all costs on appeal, must be provided by the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services as in other civil cases.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_80ec945d_c525_4cfa_a0fb_0a754b0]Sec. 11.  36 MRSA §191, sub-§2, ¶EEE, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. UUUU, §16 and reallocated by c. 375, Pt. D, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_09b97bc6_ec41_44bc_b02a_91ee8f0]EEE.  The disclosure by employees of the bureau to an authorized representative of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services for determining the eligibility for indigent legal services and the ability to reimburse expenses incurred for assigned counsel and contract counsel under Title 4, chapter 37.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_3cedb97d_f642_4426_8385_7d72ca9]Sec. 12.  36 MRSA §5219-ZZ, sub-§1, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 473, §2 and reallocated by RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §48, is amended by amending subparagraph (2) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_1fdaa48c_876d_43e4_a119_477df8a](2)  Is rostered by the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Public Defense Services to accept court appointments to represent clients in an underserved area;
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_ffda3823_6ff7_419c_b1ea_31e510e][bookmark: _PAR__2_e2190638_6d2c_489f_88e0_7be67310]Sec. 13.  Maine Revised Statutes amended; revision clause.  Wherever in the Maine Revised Statutes the words "Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services" appear or reference is made to that entity or those words, those words are amended to read or mean, as appropriate, "Maine Commission on Public Defense Services" or "commission" and the Revisor of Statutes shall implement this revision when updating, publishing or republishing the statutes.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_791f1e6a_0e86_4874_9351_667fe124]Sec. 14.  Transition provisions.  The following provisions govern the transition of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_aa528ec0_ca35_4bfe_a40e_ddee1468]1. The Maine Commission on Public Defense Services is the successor in every way to the powers, duties and functions of the former Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3dfe73d8_e123_4178_9f1c_3edd410c]2. Each member of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Legislature pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 1803 is declared to be a member of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services for the remainder of that member’s unexpired term.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_5f06e9b9_d2df_44a0_997c_658b3b16]3. All existing rules, regulations and procedures in effect, in operation or adopted in or by the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services or any of its administrative units or officers are declared in effect and continue in effect until rescinded, revised or amended by the proper authority.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3becc2e5_cc4f_4953_8a05_0210f502]4. All existing contracts, agreements and compacts currently in effect for the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services continue in effect.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0b48075b_e2ea_4549_a5af_b46f864b]5. Any positions authorized and allocated subject to the personnel laws to the former Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services are transferred to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services and continue to be authorized.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_86a3bc76_1b20_49b9_8b68_e76fa42e]6. All records, property and equipment previously belonging to or allocated for the use of the former Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services become, on the effective date of this Act, part of the property of the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_767a8fc6_3a2f_424c_91b2_f6df896]7. All existing forms, licenses, letterheads and similar items bearing the name of or referring to the “Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services” may be used by the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services until existing supplies of those items are exhausted.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a233f9c0_7ae3_4d7b_a321_652ef57]Sec. 15.  Carrying balance in fiscal year 2023-24; Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, at the end of fiscal year 2023-24, the State Controller shall carry forward for the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services any remaining balance in the Personal Services line category in the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services program, General Fund account to the next fiscal year.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_00e38dc7_7bb0_4ec0_919d_19fb7a7]Sec. 16.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_cfa44009_4073_4f94_8526_e29c5a1]INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES, MAINE COMMISSION ON
[bookmark: _PAR__14_4921ab2e_0493_4e3e_9963_9267ab9]Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_635414db_3e88_43b5_8f6f_22071bb][bookmark: _PAR__2_3dc810d5_dfc2_4fda_a1b6_2d5c1d29]Initiative: Establishes one District Defender position, one Assistant Defender II position, 2 Assistant Defender I positions, one Paralegal position, one Public Service Coordinator I position and one Office Specialist II Supervisor position for a public defender office serving Aroostook County and reduces All Other funding to fund the positions.
	[bookmark: _PAR__3_b78b2ed8_5290_45ac_b37e_4e6f7e25][bookmark: _LINE__5_dadf9d2e_8127_44fa_930c_d6b77db]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_bd975e5a_20f7_4f53_8252_90cba78]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_32cfe2c7_3cad_4b55_9ae5_2c6cbfc]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_aea9b65d_a9b3_4bf2_84b3_337695d]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_4c3fa02c_43f4_4564_bf19_e3e4474]7.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_9aca83fe_9cb0_4ac1_9037_d13a046]7.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_da3fb5d4_bccb_4c74_91c2_3a0e6db]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_03646da0_e800_421b_aac1_8adf29b]$224,226
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_feec85c2_afc5_4113_8c2e_19bf7da]$896,905

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_41e7dea4_cb70_4829_b17c_ccdc6b1]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_868f4233_46f4_46fd_b11a_fd6acd7]($224,226)
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_5dddcbef_69e8_4c7d_b4a9_a980180]($896,905)

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_101a22a4_d658_45cb_8501_ae17774] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_1e9a0bb6_9628_4ef3_9f79_5da9af6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_d70f5ab6_2fad_4c80_ac20_c5810d4]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_96e69593_5da4_4f99_bd7f_b576a0]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_f4b1b6c1_336f_432a_b6c9_cb1195]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_2811307e_bea3_4693_a81d_6db546]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__4_0dc58542_b9ec_49b7_9e5a_f8b78bcc]Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAR__5_59d76fa1_8757_4e96_bfe4_750940da]Initiative: Establishes one District Defender position, 3 Assistant Defender II positions, 2 Assistant Defender I positions, 2 Paralegal positions, 2 Public Service Coordinator I positions and one Office Specialist II Supervisor position for a public defender office serving Penobscot and Piscataquis counties and reduces All Other funding to fund the positions.
	[bookmark: _PAR__6_c3a4f240_2ece_46d0_88ca_f3fc4dd2][bookmark: _LINE__17_d9953764_813c_4fe4_b414_228189]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_293da8a7_0680_4d74_b62d_2fd27d]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_a61d9a48_b770_4426_bcef_1a0919]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_5465ce3f_1a05_42b3_a737_9fc393]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_8fc88d79_a578_4145_b921_d717b4]11.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_7946a572_a283_451d_98c9_52e24c]11.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_f4704f68_8081_4945_8255_96d226]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_45759bc5_b5f2_4a43_96d0_e30d29]$331,387
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_3a5168eb_fd81_4471_a384_4e825b]$1,325,548

	[bookmark: _LINE__20_c506bc1f_a11f_4e9c_94a7_ebb2e0]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_4815aa03_cf02_4d42_ac08_386db5]($331,387)
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_dd835702_bec7_4056_9391_3e8863]($1,325,548)

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_fb231d2b_ed8f_4cbf_86e4_a747d3] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_080fe6ee_92ce_4060_91f7_d442c7]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_83e6e932_42c2_4a6a_8bbc_94a07e]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_3902d215_e5a5_459b_8fe8_e95436]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_1b80d69c_47c9_4cf1_b11d_a66707]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_8f78a190_05c6_49c9_9917_14082f]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__7_b613d8b5_6ef1_4a75_8a6e_5e5f3d2c]Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a135a03c_973b_455f_9770_6a75ba2a]Initiative: Establishes one Public Service Coordinator I position in the public defender office serving Kennebec County and reduces All Other funding to fund the position.
	[bookmark: _PAR__9_429e7754_d94c_4ee4_afbb_0af65deb][bookmark: _LINE__26_856cb745_d26f_436b_ae80_91b2be]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_fdb8d30f_0419_4e8f_a285_fde83c]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_d928c549_721f_427c_a207_d275c9]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_a5a0848d_249f_42bd_9acc_c3b1df]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_44bc2342_5764_40b3_a416_5287f9]1.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_760a9587_4677_4b9a_93dc_0af4a4]1.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__28_9f35a07c_04bd_44a5_90ea_be9394]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_69734060_7b0d_4ddc_9ae6_4235c6]$23,792
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_7f4a29d8_c6bc_4851_821c_ba4f03]$95,167

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_571afb63_0cc5_4717_b5ed_06c129]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_5b823cff_91c0_4853_a1b5_2e365e]($23,792)
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_c1ebca14_6d8c_4158_bab6_c56135]($95,167)

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_8276c19c_dc37_4ced_bc67_deabfd] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_a4db9d80_983a_4275_a736_4481a6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_ffb4e1ca_73fd_4acc_bee7_dce7f7]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_118ae6ee_d2e0_4c3e_8b23_f08f35]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_32bc613b_7c33_40f0_8f6c_b8b423]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_73c29b3a_4ca5_43f8_8307_7c47a7]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__10_82471fd4_7855_4535_bb62_118d8b2]Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services Z112
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3f5a183a_2629_4ac8_8fc6_0b6e962]Initiative: Establishes one Public Service Manager II position and 2 Office Specialist II positions within the central office of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services and reduces All Other funding to fund the positions.
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_5b890878_e81e_41f9_a0b9_a5130be][bookmark: _LINE__36_0b969a5f_cf2a_4390_ad9d_f63bc8]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_93cf93ab_5622_4099_9f85_63cb1f]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_516dcc44_85ed_4a9d_912b_1b0138]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_f3481b10_d1a5_45a3_be85_71a995]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_1a76a52e_a043_445d_84ef_31befb]3.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_10f23bf3_b9c8_4aec_b053_6afbbe]3.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_44065eb3_144c_4dd8_828c_73b2a0]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_fcd01a1b_48de_4a87_a38d_9da992]$77,048
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_2553429a_065f_465a_96b1_2b4a26]$308,195

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_a40fd5f2_cdaa_4e71_87ef_565100]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_a173b7d6_ecd0_4969_847a_2733b1]($77,048)
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_5711bd4b_c944_42db_b48c_19f480]($308,195)

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_4b84a6b2_31d8_4ffc_8159_1cd05e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_63c920ba_956d_468c_b153_45b448]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_296b533b_c5bc_40d1_864c_e178d3]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_7990b8d9_f958_4651_be02_f50031]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_0ccdbeca_1320_43a8_a21e_ad1622]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_739fe227_1dc2_4eac_ba02_6caaa7]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__13_384206d6_a790_4e65_a46c_6cdcc8b] 
	[bookmark: _PAGE__6_d57008ea_bf4d_4e25_a531_340331a][bookmark: _PAR__2_3a65b080_6b0c_49f6_a48b_7c1a5ae3][bookmark: _LINE__1_58371ea7_6542_44d3_bcae_2798b96][bookmark: _LINE__2_b31a6f37_6e1f_4b2f_ab12_7ea075d]INDIGENT LEGAL SERVICES, MAINE COMMISSION ON
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_ce93d059_78f2_4301_8eae_af3984b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_d726d7d2_7543_4495_994b_4064abe] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_c7dc4762_4a1c_4604_b12b_8dd4790]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_f4b2a99e_e880_4104_ae52_54dca12]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_def71640_fe71_4bc3_b487_cf62bdf]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_77df474f_08ae_482a_a0e2_0e8779c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_a4017e81_e768_4c30_b025_52e1575] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_fae71737_d3d1_46c5_82a2_a66530b] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_d0da3796_934b_4f58_9c9c_cd0decc]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_e6669108_f18e_490c_8e7f_2d67921]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_628f5a9e_9874_4833_b2e2_f1f351d]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_4adbf101_bfd9_4aa2_8572_0a7f59d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_83ac4bdd_b056_45b5_a060_6f554db]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_065996e2_8533_4e5b_a2f2_a3a8daa]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_6d713171_8ec3_41c1_a699_5d0d063]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_ee33723f_8841_4959_849e_cb5b25e]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_a2b69e6d_e21c_4054_a29f_4165ff0]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__3_a3090d7a_534c_4336_9e34_42bfe79e] 
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4712a727_906b_48a6_8149_72][bookmark: _PAR__4_f48e53e4_ff2a_4287_aa86_af33bcdd]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__13cdad58_b295_4e01_9db5_4a][bookmark: _PAR__5_c609dba7_b9a9_4d35_8754_a499fd9c]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__13ee7932_d833_46f4_8f3e_bf80d3][bookmark: _PAR__6_ccf15ae6_bfb2_4365_a1df_a81fef4a]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_4a17934e_8bfd_42a3_bcbb_03676f70]This amendment, which is the unanimous report of the committee, replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment changes the name of the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services in order to more clearly describe the commission's mission and functions to the public.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e4d72dee_7f54_4659_80c8_ef3c7963]The amendment funds the establishment of a new public defender office to serve Aroostook County; a new public defender office to serve Penobscot and Piscataquis counties; a new Public Service Coordinator I position to perform investigative services for the existing public defender office in Kennebec County; and new positions in the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services' central office designed to assist with the formation and implementation of new public defender offices and training of new public defenders and reduces funding in the All Other line category to pay the costs associated with these initiatives.  The amendment also directs the State Controller to carry forward any remaining balance in the Personal Services line category in the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services program to fund costs associated with establishing public defender offices.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5306c7b1_8807_4331_97bb_ae763aa4]The amendment also adds an emergency preamble and emergency clause.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__68a00ae5_4698_4bd][bookmark: _PAR__10_1e680ef2_95ae_4910_9399_9ced4a4]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__11_15e50b5e_1976_49f6_8a5f_35c65ea](See attached)
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