132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Make the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy, the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations and the Director of the Gambling Control Unit Appointed Positions Subject to Confirmation by the Legislature
L.D. 584
An Act to Make the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy an Appointed Position Subject to Confirmation by the Legislature
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__d3e69710_fc0e_4c80_8396_09][bookmark: _PAGE__1_7722fe2d_2ead_4b40_a64f_b48c65a][bookmark: _PAR__2_c74ce356_9369_4c12_a0c9_6b07713c]L.D. 584
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e08a8301_7f62_4d05_b5ce_bb73cd35]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_84d58874_1c46_45e8_8a65_7a8a1e13]VETERANS AND LEGAL AFFAIRS 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_77cf2312_a787_40c8_a1b0_fd35fb88]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_96033a8e_16e8_4826_ac79_5bd25e09]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_29f923a5_89b5_459b_ac84_fd1ecf04]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e154b7f0_2f32_4d7b_a33d_5b4f68fa]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6d91175c_5ca9_4191_b5fa_14fb8ce9]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_c90f1f8a_6c38_450e_bd3a_b43fcec]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 267, L.D. 584, “An Act to Make the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy an Appointed Position Subject to Confirmation by the Legislature”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__be6ca13a_ac1f_4f92_a65f_3c][bookmark: _PAR__11_2ed8cf4f_a412_4c93_afb0_026e539]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_8f9fce38_ad45_4cd3_8999_5d7b71b]'An Act to Make the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy, the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations and the Director of the Gambling Control Unit Appointed Positions Subject to Confirmation by the Legislature'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__cd1c2517_416a_4953_a49c_c5][bookmark: _PAR__13_63007e34_855c_4194_95dc_24db6fb]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_bb9e6d87_0a2a_4e50_92d4_9765ae7]'Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §948, sub-§1, ¶L, as amended by PL 2011, c. 633, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c73be13f_d71c_4d16_bddd_9e90991]L.  Director, Maine Emergency Medical Services; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7efd3bac_03f2_401c_bfc7_f60ead3]Sec. 2.  5 MRSA §948, sub-§1, ¶M, as amended by PL 2011, c. 633, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c8e9fd18_d8fb_4e86_9a73_cdbb943]M.  Director, Bureau of Consolidated Emergency Communications.; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_97b17d94_b127_410f_b0b4_117792b]Sec. 3.  5 MRSA §948, sub-§1, ¶O is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_fd0d6b19_eae6_491e_97b3_1c7ee12]O.  Director, Gambling Control Unit.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_af21e2c1_2fd1_445d_88ef_4d813dd]Sec. 4.  8 MRSA §1001, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 687, Pt. A, §5 and affected by Pt. B, §11, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__21_f912e9cf_02fd_41d3_97f2_3fd4de8]9.  Director.  "Director" means the Director of the Gambling Control Unit within the department, who also serves as the executive director Executive Director of the board Gambling Control Board.
[bookmark: _PAR__22_dfc3e78e_edf7_46db_b89d_a916b04]Sec. 5.  8 MRSA §1003, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2023, c. 549, §§2 to 7 and affected by §15 and amended by c. 635, §§3 to 5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_6a7dc59f_f7a1_483a_b7e4_52da4cd][bookmark: _PAR__2_9de41fec_d0e4_4407_8743_ae83b53a]2.  Duties.  The Commissioner of Public Safety, with the advice and the consent of the board, and on a timetable directed by the board, shall hire an executive director.  The executive director shall hire staff in accordance with the Civil Service Law and retain professional services that the board considers necessary to carry out its responsibilities.  In addition, the board or the director or staff, as delegated by the board, shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_104fb866_29c7_4f47_8949_ee499479]A.  Enforce the provisions of this chapter and any rules adopted under this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f2d0c77e_a7a0_460e_978d_0d9d088a]B.  Hear and decide all license and registration applications under this chapter and issues affecting the granting, suspension, revocation or renewal of licenses and registrations;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a25a4dcf_ca35_434a_9eff_89116bfc]C.  Review the department's reports of its investigation of the qualifications of an applicant before a license or registration is issued and investigate the circumstances surrounding any act or transaction for which board approval is required;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_03e16965_bb08_462f_82ee_ecf8f50a]D.  Cause the department to investigate any alleged violations of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter and the direct or indirect ownership or control of any licensee;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f28a7ff8_50ee_49a5_92e8_a7af099e]E.  Refer violations of this chapter to the Attorney General to bring action in the courts and administrative tribunals of this State or the United States, in the name of the State of Maine.  This paragraph does not limit the authority of district attorneys to prosecute criminal violations of the law;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_24896d75_62cf_4fb2_824b_6cc10c67]F.  Collect all licensing and registration fees and taxes imposed by this chapter and rules adopted pursuant to this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_cd5818a2_8af3_4c11_8b70_e7c13145]G.  Develop a standard uniform location agreement;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8ec57189_29eb_405b_9c40_ad0c502]H.  Pursuant to subchapter 5, cause the department to investigate all complaints made to the board regarding ownership, distribution or operation of slot machines or table games and all violations of this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ca7b1f5a_f079_48c6_9a28_1bc49d8]I.  Adopt rules to prevent undesirable conduct relating to the ownership, distribution and operation of slot machines and table games and slot machine facilities and casinos, including, but not limited to, the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_f166c0e9_79be_4ae8_bdc6_274cced](1)  The practice of any fraud or deception upon a player of a slot machine or table game or a licensee;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_817630a6_327f_40e0_9fe9_559bfe4](2)  The presence or location of a slot machine or table game in or at premises that may be unsafe due to fire hazard or other public safety conditions;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_19d8f3a1_0cc8_421d_9155_90fe21d](3)  The infiltration of organized crime into the ownership, distribution or operation of slot machines or table games and slot machine facilities or casinos; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_b33d1187_dc19_4dc2_8610_0cc3d2f](4)  The presence of disorderly persons in a location where slot machines or table games are in use;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_b74df889_6043_43f9_8bce_f3593ad][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__5ef28c6f_6419_4f53_bddb_271][bookmark: _PAGE__3_ea358603_35cf_442e_b47f_1520896][bookmark: _PAR__2_a794c2a6_0c8b_4845_a5bc_039a5e1f]J-1.  Ensure the board or the director or staff has the ability to regulate, manage and audit the operation, financial data and program information relating to slot machines that enables the department to audit the operation, financial data and program information of a casino or slot machine facility licensee, as required by the board, and provide the department with the ability to monitor at any time on a real-time basis wagering patterns, payouts, tax collection and compliance with rules adopted by the board for the regulation and control of slot machines operated under this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7fe22de6_de2e_4767_9b5d_4b27baed]K.  Ensure the board or the director or staff, in collaboration with the casino operator or slot machine operator, has the ability to activate and deactivate the operation of individual slot machines;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_90799ac7_43ec_4e77_b5f4_41430219]L.  Ensure that the slot machine operator or casino operator does not have access to any system that is capable of programming slot machines;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_151adfa2_2a3b_408c_b76e_577def62]M.  Inform commercial track operators applying for a license to operate slot machines that any slot machines licensed by the board must be compatible with a facility-based monitoring system;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9e5cba79_7f39_4f75_b9f5_cea1e706]N.  Cause, in collaboration with the casino operator or slot machine operator, a slot machine to be disabled that does not meet registration requirements provided by this chapter or rules adopted under this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3031c9fc_921b_480d_a1f5_bacfa4b9]O.  Cause, in collaboration with the casino operator or slot machine operator, a slot machine to be disabled and cause the department to seize the proceeds of that slot machine if the funds from that slot machine have not been distributed, deposited or allocated in accordance with section 1036;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_af173447_cad2_43e9_aa86_4e6c7bd5]P.  Collect all funds and taxes due to the State under sections 1018 and 1036;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0a3b2d87_0878_4b9f_a020_24950370]Q.  Certify monthly to the department a full and complete statement of all slot machine and table game revenue, credits disbursed by licensees, administrative expenses and the allocation of slot machine and table game income for the preceding month;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_853554b0_aa36_41e5_aa7e_47faea1]R.  Submit by March 15th an annual report to the Governor and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over gambling affairs on slot machine and table game revenue, credits disbursed by slot machine operators and table game operators, administrative expenses and the allocation of slot machine and table game income for the preceding year;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3e0a401a_feda_450b_b44e_901a6e0]S.  Prepare and submit to the department a budget for the administration of this chapter;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_22a39919_77c9_4afd_bde0_7c0324a]T.  Keep accurate and complete records of its proceedings and certify the records as may be appropriate; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_69beebba_5396_45b2_98d4_e55e70d]U.  Adopt rules relating to the conduct of advance deposit wagering, including but not limited to the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8d1ed426_a709_4e1e_833d_cafd585](1)  Requirements for licensure to conduct advance deposit wagering;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c0fc3c17_4e8c_453c_9eca_2f5b9db](2)  The prevention of any fraud or deception upon an advance deposit wagering account holder;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_1c7c6411_3b0a_4736_8d34_9b71e6b](3)  Distributions of account statements to advance deposit wagering account holders from the advance deposit wagering licensee;
[bookmark: _PAR__17_88879cc0_9304_4f1f_ae34_f5e5eb2](4)  Establishing a definition of an abandoned advance deposit wagering account and provisions for disposition of funds in an abandoned account;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_7780e3ac_13fe_4959_a7d5_2edd17d](5)  Prescribing methods for verifying residency and age of an applicant for an advance deposit wagering account;
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_1626212d_b443_4473_8c33_7ed608d][bookmark: _PAR__2_47f49d19_5947_4e8b_987d_a732bf5e](6)  Prescribing methods for verifying that an applicant for an advance deposit wagering account is a natural person and not a custodian, beneficiary, joint trust corporation or other organization;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e1679143_a17c_4c6d_8843_c67734de](7)  Prescribing methods by which deposits are made to advance deposit wagering accounts.  The methods prescribed must prohibit the use of the electronic benefits transfer system administered by the Department of Health and Human Services under Title 22, chapter 1, subchapter 1‑A;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8d3c1b34_b3be_481e_a498_0921c535](8)  Prohibiting the assignment or transfer of an advance deposit wagering account from an authorized account holder to another person; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5cc1b1f5_bbcf_451b_b8fd_b344007a](9)  Provisions allowing persons to restrict themselves from advance deposit wagering upon request by placing themselves on the universal list pursuant to subsection 3, paragraph I. The rules adopted under this subparagraph must define the standards for involuntary placement on the universal list and for removal from the list.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cbadac66_e8b7_4edf_90eb_65484ff8]Rules initially adopted as required by this paragraph are major substantive rules as described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.  Rules adopted after the first year of operation of advance deposit wagering conducted by an advance deposit wagering licensee are routine technical rules as described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e4dafcbe_af2d_47b5_87cb_ab0d8fc7]Sec. 6.  8 MRSA §1003, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2021, c. 681, Pt. J, §4, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e190ff8a_145b_4c63_9906_ae1c4bbe]Sec. 7.  8 MRSA §1003, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_13654e72_583d_45db_bec7_e20ba569]6.  Director of Gambling Control Unit.  The Commissioner of Public Safety, with the advice and consent of the Governor and subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over gambling matters and to confirmation by the Legislature, shall appoint the Director of the Gambling Control Unit, established as a bureau within the Department of Public Safety under Title 25, section 2902, subsection 12, and referred to in this chapter as "the director." The director shall administer and enforce the laws governing fantasy contests under chapter 33, sports wagering under chapter 35, Internet gaming under chapter 39 and beano and games of chance under Title 17, chapters 13-A and 62, respectively. The director also serves as the executive director of the board.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_50b0cd74_4823_40e3_85d4_db34080]Sec. 8.  17 MRSA §311, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJ, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8b8a873f_d829_4176_9b33_d603afb]2-A.  Director.  "Director" means the Executive Director of the Gambling Control Board and the Gambling Control Unit.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_6760c7d3_4ef3_4f0b_bcea_35767fa]Sec. 9.  17 MRSA §1831, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. KKKKK, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c6ac1b34_d166_4a3d_bcca_b407e7b]2-A.  Director.  "Director" means the Executive Director of the Gambling Control Unit.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a5415edf_2068_4200_94c3_c09e129]Sec. 10.  28-A MRSA §84, first ¶, as amended by PL 2013, c. 368, Pt. V, §20, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_98bd7fca_8b9a_4572_aece_9fbdc50][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__46457420_8d90_4529_9696_fac][bookmark: _PAGE__5_b32a2c68_db01_4d46_8353_d725c36][bookmark: _PAR__2_8c9c90fa_10f3_4f84_9ccd_6acfcaae]The commissioner, with the advice and consent of the Governor and subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over alcoholic beverages and lottery matters and to confirmation by the Legislature, shall appoint the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations, referred to in this chapter as "the director of the bureau." The director of the bureau or the director's designee shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e3ae1f52_a455_4486_a67c_5665f5d3]Sec. 11.  28-B MRSA §104-B, first ¶, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 679, Pt. B, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0a60723e_f31d_4df4_aec5_47063e55]The commissioner, with the advice and consent of the Governor and subject to review by the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over cannabis matters and to confirmation by the Legislature, shall appoint the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy, referred to in this chapter as "the director,." The director may employ personnel as necessary to implement, administer and enforce this chapter and the rules adopted pursuant to this chapter and the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and the rules adopted pursuant to that Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_40e14a6d_d3df_4539_9efc_923f6d68]Sec. 12.  Appointment.  The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services shall appoint the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-B, section 104-B and the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations pursuant to Title 28-A, section 84 no later than 60 days after the effective date of this Act. The Commissioner of Public Safety shall appoint the Director of the Gambling Control Unit pursuant to Title 8, section 1003, subsection 6 no later than 60 days after the effective date of this Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9850bd81_8860_49b6_a586_323550fd]Sec. 13.  Effective date. This Act takes effect January 6, 2027.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6f1f9049_1eb5_4f54_a272_9b][bookmark: _PAR__7_fb85eba1_f6d8_4f45_beaa_a2e7b793]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b72da001_d3ce_47fe_9313_ef15ee][bookmark: _PAR__8_05e296aa_5456_4894_988c_961320fe]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2d17f60e_f5ff_4478_9636_77dd4b95]This amendment provides that the appointing authority for the Director of the Office of Cannabis Policy within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, the Director of the Bureau of Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services and the Director of the Gambling Control Unit within the Department of Public Safety is the appropriate commissioner with the advice and consent of the Governor. It further provides that these positions are subject to confirmation by the Legislature.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_31473cd9_155d_430c_8b07_5359ada]The amendment directs the commissioners to appoint their respective positions no later than 60 days after the effective date of this legislation and adds an effective date of January 6, 2027.
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