131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Establish the Companion Animal Sterilization Program in the Maine Revised Statutes
L.D. 595
An Act to Require Major Substantive Rulemaking for the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__6a38d4fc_4868_4611_b3d0_d5][bookmark: _PAGE__1_86a4ac40_9736_45f9_86b8_d4be5db][bookmark: _PAR__2_53782057_e03d_4535_bce1_9699f17d]L.D. 595
[bookmark: _PAR__3_14614abc_c49a_4b5d_b5c1_57bcf190]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_434e17c7_0e15_407e_9b8b_c57a84b6]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c042ac5e_4a8f_413e_87c2_069d6a7a]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_186085de_5b42_4caa_a52e_8379b3d2]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ed10dccc_6f21_4320_86d6_324fd521]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c167fcc9_3c9d_4831_9115_b1259d3f]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_6613bb1e_fb24_449a_ab4f_c69176a2]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_55d318a0_d52f_401b_a58f_7532ea5]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 263, L.D. 595, “An Act to Require Major Substantive Rulemaking for the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3002cda8_b4b6_4415_85f3_ad][bookmark: _PAR__11_0707048c_3621_41e1_8ff7_ad91986]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_26682b46_4c43_4930_88af_634a1ce]'An Act to Establish the Companion Animal Sterilization Program in the Maine Revised Statutes'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__939efdea_b1be_4a0f_945d_4d][bookmark: _PAR__13_4e77aa20_e973_4d4e_9767_921f4a7]Amend the bill by inserting after the title and before the enacting clause the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0788132e_ec3a_4397_a509_9729cf0]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9b17fe8e_67e3_4fc6_a587_53c4fe0]Whereas, Public Law 2021, chapter 523 directed the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to contract administration of the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund to a suitable animal welfare organization and, to date, no request for proposals has been issued; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_86bb9d59_367b_4559_b172_d8a048d]Whereas, this legislation establishes the Companion Animal Sterilization Program within the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to encourage eligible pet owners and keepers to sterilize their cats and dogs and to help cover the cost of those sterilizations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_d90362ec_de2c_4e9b_aeac_69f58f7]Whereas, sterilization of cats and dogs, particularly feral cats in rural areas of the State, can reduce potential overpopulation concerns, which can burden local communities and animal welfare organizations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_7be9cefe_0335_48de_8c42_b1aff4e]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__26b872cc_53f6_4c38_8014_ec][bookmark: _PAR__19_60b4f6a3_20fb_4763_802c_8d2eb65]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_7ebf8210_0528_417c_914c_4fb757a]'Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§9-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_79e6508a_e126_4124_ac6c_8cb13a3][bookmark: _PAR__2_68182ea7_a878_47d6_b180_bdab5d43]9-B.  Cat.  "Cat" means a member of the genus and species known as Felis catus.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_e027d3c4_2d1a_4f05_bbae_cf4e25d8]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3910-B, as amended by PL 2021, c. 523, §§1 to 4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0213f034_3762_4f2c_9e5c_60dda19b]§3910-B.  Companion Animal Sterilization Fund
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c5e343ee_3c47_46e0_8116_cc11aaef]1.  Establishment.  There is established the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund, an interest-bearing account and nonlapsing fund in the department, referred to in this section as "the fund."  The fund receives money deposited by the Treasurer of State pursuant to Title 36, section 5284‑A, revenues generated in accordance with this section, all revenue from the surcharges collected under section 3933, subsection 4, revenue received from surcharges in accordance with section 714, subsection 4 and any money contributed voluntarily to the fund.  All money deposited in the fund and the earnings on that money remain in the fund to be used for the spaying or neutering of companion animals owned by persons meeting income limit standards and for the spaying or neutering of a feral cat regardless of a person's income program established under section 3910-C and for the necessary direct administrative and personnel costs of the department and the administrator as provided under subsection 1-A associated with the management of the fund implementing and overseeing that program, and may not be deposited in the General Fund or any other fund except as specifically provided by law. The fund may not be charged for indirect costs under a departmental indirect cost allocation plan. As used in this section, "administrator," "overpopulation," "program," "sterilization" and "veterinary provider" have the same meanings as in section 3910C, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2f8ede2f_c691_49c4_9fb4_05427026]1-A.  Administration of the fund.  The commissioner shall contract the administration of the fund to a suitable animal welfare organization selected through a competitive process. The contracting organization shall administer the fund The administrator administers the fund in accordance with subsection 5 and procedures and eligibility standards established under subsection 2 section 3910-C. The contracting organization administrator may not expend more than 15% of the fund annually for administrative costs.  In the event that the commissioner cannot find a suitable animal welfare organization, the department shall administer the fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_774c5ea2_ac11_49c3_8b0b_4a65231d]2.  Subsidies; development of standards.  The commissioner shall develop procedures and eligibility standards for the awarding of subsidies to low-income persons for the spaying or neutering of those persons' companion animals.  Procedures and eligibility standards must be developed in consultation with veterinarians and representatives of humane societies and animal shelters.  The commissioner shall develop procedures to pay a person, regardless of income, 100% of the cost of spaying or neutering a feral cat.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_9d838a75_0260_41c6_bb3e_d181992a]3.  Fund-raising.  The commissioner or the commissioner's authorized agent may provide for the creation, reproduction, sale, licensing and distribution and other disposal of any art or other products for the purpose of generating revenues for the fund.  All money generated from the sale of these items must be deposited into the fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ba0a7f62_267e_4d8a_9b28_f4f3cef3]5.  Distribution of funds.  Money in the fund must be distributed for the purposes of the program in accordance with this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_6339efe7_11c6_40d4_a777_a86ae50][bookmark: _PAR__2_57084376_538b_4ee9_b068_b6eef9fb]A.  The administrator shall determine if there is an overpopulation of cats or dogs and apportion available funds between sterilization for cats and dogs according to the need to control overpopulation of cats or dogs.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_64803fe8_9f50_4dea_853d_ac85b5e6]B.  If one species under paragraph A is overpopulated, but not the other, then no more than 10% of the fund annually may be expended for sterilization for the species that is not overpopulated.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f460a2f4_eb5d_4536_898b_bde4cd25]C.  If there is no overpopulation of either species under paragraph A, funds must be expended according to requests for assistance with sterilization costs from eligible program applicants and participating veterinary providers with priority given to geographic areas with the greatest need for program services.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_2919cc59_4fef_49e1_9129_4e003599]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §3910-C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a379d4f7_e983_4d43_b52d_276b97e4]§3910-C.  Companion Animal Sterilization Program
[bookmark: _PAR__7_f831c6d4_566e_4233_93ff_eecddcf0]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e05e1049_3241_4e54_bc64_21e74c86]A. "Administrator" means the entity that administers the program as provided in subsection 7.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_cda822ec_93ee_4e40_9df6_6b958509]B. "Fund" means the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund under section 3910B.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e9bd14e3_34a4_4b48_8350_48459cf]C.  "Neuter" means to castrate a male animal by removing the animal’s testicles or to sterilize a male animal by a nonsurgical method approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_cd192d65_4a0d_4b77_a902_1238aa8]D.  "Overpopulation" means a surplus of cats or dogs when compared to demand for ownership by humans as determined by the commissioner by rule. 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c4bcb942_1fb6_4012_9a57_8192203]E.  "Program" means the Companion Animal Sterilization Program established under subsection 2.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_03d9b3d1_2148_4ea8_9011_724f3c3]F.  "Spay" means to sterilize a female animal by removing the animal’s ovaries or to sterilize a female animal by a nonsurgical method approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f1e7a95d_2505_4558_a942_fe32d01]G.  "Spay or neuter event" means an event scheduled by a veterinary provider, including, but not limited to, a mobile clinic, a pop-up clinic or a clinic in a fixed location, during which 10 or more sterilizations are provided per day for program participants.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2807c25d_98bf_43c1_91dc_08d61a8]H.  "Sterilization" means the spaying or neutering of a companion animal, a stray animal or a feral cat.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f23540e9_8894_42e9_a5e5_489a29a]I.  "Veterinary provider" means a person licensed to practice veterinary medicine under Title 32, section 4861 or an animal welfare organization that has at least one licensed veterinarian on staff and regularly provides companion animal sterilization services to the public.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_02084259_5619_4895_8bb1_d6d48e8]2.  Establishment.  The Companion Animal Sterilization Program is established within the department to provide sterilization services in order to reduce:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_a22bea70_d268_4cfc_9a90_25bd54d]A.  Stray and unwanted cats and dogs;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_a9bc49a3_a4c3_405d_99a2_bfc1124]B.  Cat and dog euthanasia rates;
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_ec67d6d8_8a31_4725_927d_caa735d][bookmark: _PAR__2_926531a2_39d1_4d07_9d50_b8b74193]C.  Dog bites;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_96906e86_3dc3_43c9_9a2f_74b80b2b]D.  Feral cats;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_bd4bdd47_766d_4bfe_b563_03c34c89]E.  Threats to public health and safety from rabies and other zoonotic diseases;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_001361cb_18f2_4a0a_a3bf_d3d823dc]F.  Costs associated with community and state animal control; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_49626ff3_f9e4_47cf_b03c_baf0c12d]G. Areas lacking access to veterinary care.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0da64275_70f1_49d8_b6cd_587a9334]3.  Eligibility.  A person is eligible to have a companion animal, a stray animal or a feral cat sterilized under the program if the person is:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5a46cab5_74ca_4747_8d34_3e37185b]A.  At least 18 years of age and not declared as a dependent by another person for tax purposes;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2ac3a512_c456_4e66_a4ed_58798316]B.  A resident of the State;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_dae3119d_0f37_48b4_8712_b31ce62]C.  The owner of the companion animal or the keeper of the stray animal or feral cat to be sterilized; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3809a5df_48b6_4b89_b262_8e2ac05]D.  One of the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_04e000aa_860f_4d56_9a2d_bef01c1](1) The owner of the companion animal or the keeper of the stray animal to be sterilized and has a household income less than 133% of the federal poverty level, except that, if money is available in the fund, the department may by rule increase the household income limit for the purposes of eligibility up to 150% of the federal poverty level;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_371ed847_481a_4a5f_a71d_f338224](2) The owner of the companion animal or the keeper of the stray animal to be sterilized participates in an income-based governmental public assistance program as determined by the department by rule; or
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f90df4f0_6441_4597_a7df_9c0ae61](3)  The keeper of a feral cat, regardless of income.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2c1b992b_781d_45b4_8e16_2ecaea4]A person determined eligible under this subsection may be issued a voucher for sterilization services under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_ea0aa1e7_0c67_4fac_8596_e685457]4.  Copayment. A person who meets the eligibility requirements under subsection 3 and who receives services under the program shall submit to the administrator or the veterinary provider, whichever is applicable, a copayment determined by the department unless the animal that is spayed or neutered is a feral cat.  The department shall determine the copayment on an annual basis.  The administrator may waive the copayment if the administrator determines that the copayment creates a financial hardship for the person.  
[bookmark: _PAR__17_217c309a_a303_4c8e_a2cf_2943b9d]5.  Veterinary provider participation and payment. On an annual basis, a veterinary provider that wishes to receive payments for sterilization services under the program shall sign an agreement with the department on a form provided by the department. Under the agreement, the veterinary provider agrees to fees that may be charged for sterilization services, as established by the department, and all other program conditions and elects the manner of payment under the program in accordance with this subsection. The agreement must specify that the program only provides payments for the specific services covered under the program pursuant to subsection 6.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_a1163991_df24_4085_8d2e_ed8c2ac]A veterinary provider may elect one of the following ways in which to receive payments under the program.
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_639a9b79_5a8c_418f_9335_72091cd][bookmark: _PAR__2_37b69b30_0be1_4f6e_adbd_2a8b6e5a]A.  A veterinary provider may elect to receive prepayments for sterilizations in accordance with this paragraph by filing an application with the administrator requesting funding for sterilizations that the provider commits to perform in the 6-month period following the application’s approval. The administrator shall provide prepayments to the veterinary provider in a single installment or in multiple installments.  If the administrator provides multiple installments, any installment after the first installment must be conditioned upon the veterinary provider's provision of at least 75% of the sterilizations prepaid by the first installment and the availability of funding. A veterinary provider shall collect the copayments established under subsection 4 and provide an accounting to the administrator.  The administrator may supply to the veterinary provider vouchers that allow the provider to verify in-clinic eligibility of clients.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b3339ace_df9b_4a42_b50a_2c78a8d2]B.  A veterinary provider may elect to receive reimbursements for individual sterilizations by submitting an invoice to the administrator for the sterilization performed for a person issued a voucher by the administrator.  The veterinary provider shall submit the invoice with the associated voucher after performing the sterilization.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_00ac7a73_e5b4_4840_920e_bcf63cb0]6.  Voucher reimbursement rate.  The department shall establish by rule voucher reimbursement rates under the program in consultation with a statewide association of veterinarians.  The reimbursement rates must cover the cost of the presterilization examination, the sterilization and a rabies vaccination.  The reimbursement rate may cover additional procedures approved by the department, including feline viral rhinotracheitis, feline calicivirus and feline panleukopenia vaccinations; distemper, hepatitis, parainfluenza and parvovirus vaccinations; and flea and tick treatment and may cover pain management and a device that prevents the cat or dog from reaching the surgical site.  The owner of a companion animal or keeper of a stray animal or feral cat is responsible for the payment of any additional procedures administered by the veterinary provider that are not covered by the program.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5157b174_0e6e_4627_a1be_88d4d006]7.  Program administration.  The department through a competitive selection process shall contract with a suitable animal welfare organization to administer the program.  The administrator must have adequate resources and staff, or plans for adding sufficient staff, to administer the program, as determined by rule by the department.  Other than the payment of administrative costs under section 3910-B, subsection 1-A, the administrator may not have any direct or indirect pecuniary interest in or receive or be eligible to receive, directly or indirectly, any benefit that may arise from a contract with the State under this section.  In the event that the department is unable to contract with a suitable animal welfare organization, the department is the administrator.  The administrator shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d025ed16_ba81_4be2_9a92_ddda8960]A.  Issue a unique identifying code to a person who is determined to be eligible under subsection 3.  The code must indicate the type of animal that is eligible for sterilization under the program;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_bc7a9f1c_fff0_4108_8620_f7b7c500]B.  Issue a group of vouchers to a veterinary provider to be used at a spay or neuter event for persons determined eligible in accordance with subsection 3.  Vouchers under this paragraph are valid for no more than 120 days from the date of issuance unless extended by the administrator;
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f7de1cb2_2504_4a6f_9c63_c63fd007]C.  Maintain a phone line and a voice mail system and ensure that calls and messages are returned within 10 business days;
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_8980ed0d_9335_45e8_b11f_24eca9f][bookmark: _PAR__2_ed75dc0b_6715_4aea_ac32_60ca9d46]D.  Procure veterinary provider participation agreements under subsection 5 and maintain relationships with veterinary providers;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_26b5ec8a_c6e7_4250_ac82_e203db1a]E.  Maintain a list of participating veterinary providers;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_354857a3_4822_4945_9cd7_f656cb0b]F.  Except as provided under subsection 5, paragraph A, verify individual owner or keeper eligibility for the program;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_83bfb973_8521_4f21_9065_195441c0]G.  Establish a process for spay or neuter events that ensures that participating veterinary providers are verifying owner or keeper eligibility for the program;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_594463fa_4995_4823_8b32_09964e3b]H.  Dispense payment to veterinary providers in a timely manner once an application for payment is approved or an invoice for services is received and verified;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0528a193_137a_401e_97cb_1ca69733]I.  Collect and review progress reports from veterinary providers, including, but not limited to, specific vouchers redeemed, fund expenditures, money remaining in the fund, changes needed for additional funding installments pursuant to subsection 5, paragraph A and accounting for copayments under subsection 4 paid directly to veterinary providers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c5309e47_a812_48f1_be5d_6b0ac27b]J. Report quarterly to the commissioner on program progress including reconciliation of all funding, vouchers issued and redeemed, participating veterinary providers' progress, number of funding applications, number and type of sterilizations performed, geographic distribution of owners and keepers participating in the program, funds dispersed and fund balance.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b4ae52a0_a187_480f_a4bf_e82367d6]8. Rules.  The department shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section.   Notwithstanding Title 5, section 8071, subsection 2, rules adopted under this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b4c9740c_972f_477f_a0d4_4d54de9]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ad687997_1d2d_42b6_a7e4_ded9fe5]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__12_bb35d1da_0e2e_450e_804d_7c78ee1]Animal Welfare Fund 0946
[bookmark: _PAR__13_fa4a019d_326b_4b00_83db_51fecda]Initiative: Provides funding for one part-time Senior Planner position and associated costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_9fe20602_faac_43a9_a111_9b4e3f8][bookmark: _LINE__28_2ee6460e_0df5_4f66_8c18_8e3646]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_26ff69b3_f248_49c5_9e03_ceed24]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_272c8bc4_5b25_489f_b861_98ed8f]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__29_35441b42_9b8e_4681_b3e7_b9dc82]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_0585ae74_c273_4b81_906f_c4e91f]0.500
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_d9cb797a_3cae_475f_8714_64d4ef]0.500

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_d07d0a07_ddce_42be_aa90_f78c85]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_22d30ff4_a66a_44e7_9de6_f1d65e]$24,109
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_247b17d1_25db_4664_b15e_0496e8]$25,435

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_2d28e42b_b544_496a_8424_a74874]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_24f5f66f_25e8_4dc1_bd11_5644da]$5,230
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_2cac0300_9da7_4881_91be_d0dd8f]$5,230

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_66369df1_734a_4ba2_8ca5_3b5379] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_57a5f608_16c5_4219_a06a_b77031]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_5e7a3245_3fd9_4e52_9d01_345bca]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_21be79de_397a_4acb_8745_0c9363]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_b9269cbb_ef31_44f0_a2b9_ee2fb9]$29,339
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_8dccf5a3_ed9d_45e0_bc33_634c4c]$30,665


[bookmark: _PAR__15_0c746692_8153_4c60_82d8_7b9ea26]DACF Administration  0401
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f228b30d_3ec6_4b61_94a4_3383feb]Initiative: Provides funding for the technology management costs associated with a position.
	[bookmark: _PAR__17_47130672_44fe_4f7b_9b35_06bce5f][bookmark: _LINE__37_68316a3d_ccdf_4fc5_a075_e53006]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_da222fe5_f907_4696_bd6e_69f904]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_7bf5dad9_90a0_4bc8_a4ab_0a430b]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_e774b55f_aaca_4d3e_ad70_b9175a]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_d1972d90_7403_474c_88cf_8e0d17]$3,292
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_4d49ed69_097c_43e6_a6a8_5c8740]$3,292

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_8c0043ce_0b8c_4c37_846b_07b8f1] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_9518b4e5_54e6_40ed_b1d9_b088e6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_44306ed4_014c_44bf_bd9b_07260a]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_d8155f20_5268_408e_8469_7982ad]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_5d6baab3_443d_4dd1_a319_7c8ce9]$3,292
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_397bd170_b306_4658_a48b_300ec7]$3,292


[bookmark: _PAR__18_50731efa_eb42_4433_8566_7308250] 
	[bookmark: _PAGE__7_a865b39b_2824_43a4_a027_6c6cf3b][bookmark: _PAR__2_162ded2b_b51a_439d_8075_205a8464][bookmark: _LINE__1_b64ac92e_7bc3_492b_98da_c18d25e]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_a5436107_ade7_4983_a7f8_cf6faa6]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_a361d82a_311f_4eaa_9ed0_54379d9]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_b64d8ebd_77a8_413e_8d5e_2e9b5ef]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_ce61b190_2e3b_42d7_b4d9_7d9a2da]$585
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_220e1283_0fcf_4209_953b_38fab28]$586

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_f7055bb8_7e3d_4164_a581_6852993] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_deb5fb0f_ce5b_4e30_9173_fb98174]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_42ca2ab6_7921_40a2_9413_32e70cf]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_89981617_5266_44c1_a78a_eba2ab0]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_728a4911_97e9_4dbc_ae3d_06d00ac]$585
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_355dca5a_68ac_421f_b3df_cda4d45]$586


[bookmark: _PAR__3_3a905fc4_70c3_4acc_83ba_a84d5355] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_bf1359ba_2d18_4730_912a_33b28054][bookmark: _LINE__6_421d27fd_8f3d_4a73_a2db_25f160a][bookmark: _LINE__7_30ee78bc_7e19_4e71_b8cf_f8de27a]AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_4721f414_1c77_418e_8382_b2f2b30] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_c67e3877_a0c1_40de_9e77_1ff98ea] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_410c8015_db01_4daf_b382_ccc6746]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_37352e63_ac46_4c0a_8e8f_9d56048]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_2685586d_d43d_46c7_b741_57d3142]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_31dd7ba7_f617_4937_a041_cae6b33] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_eb30c697_cbab_4b2b_a284_6dc656a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_7d797494_8874_44f7_b857_66e84aa] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_3d52e717_b2c2_4cd3_b923_b38ff3]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_e29d29b6_9c6b_4811_8792_7ace5e]$3,292
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_66aefbf1_1265_4a24_8550_5dcffb]$3,292

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_83496962_563b_46ee_b924_af3b46]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_de2d878b_aab9_4b16_bfa9_8e9671]$29,924
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_f7daa50f_e225_4691_92d6_f19d71]$31,251

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_db9ed78a_9ca0_441b_805d_6d03ce] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_dbe6a6dc_0a6c_4246_a3e7_74fae6]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_583ef4cd_bc4f_451f_8548_e46101]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_53663780_f6a6_4429_aeef_d5fd6d]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_e2b39109_b8d3_424f_8bc4_0e3ac1]$33,216
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_91fba97c_556c_4038_8ceb_7866c3]$34,543


[bookmark: _PAR__5_1342087c_9a8f_40b5_932e_1d6f01e7] 
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a9111d55_efde_4e49_9f74_14][bookmark: _PAR__6_bf65ccae_1ce0_4edd_b457_5939e208]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a59aca34_dad8_45de_846e_1b][bookmark: _PAR__7_c59ebc6b_5c03_49e7_8128_bf3c4713]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__eb262b79_3adf_4132_83f9_66ccd7][bookmark: _PAR__8_794bca99_8a7c_4921_a24a_9fb51507]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_caf51622_5cb5_4c28_a99d_c3613647]This amendment strikes and replaces the bill. The amendment establishes the Companion Animal Sterilization Program, which is currently in Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry rules, in statute. The amendment allows the department to be the administrator of the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund in the event that the department is unable to contract with a suitable animal welfare organization.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__4db14d6f_a692_4bc][bookmark: _PAR__10_cfef6015_4586_46cd_9a1f_f9de567]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3dba68ea_3e73_41c3_8aa2_da6e5c0](See attached)
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