131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Allow Game Wardens to Transfer Retirement Service, Allow Certain Employees of Participating Local Districts to Purchase Service Credit and Allow Transfer of Membership from the State Employee Retirement Plan to Another Plan
L.D. 313
An Act to Ensure Consistency in Retirement Plans for Certain Law Enforcement Officers
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_22a66027_c281_43f2_be16_6eb2af0a]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_d4e59ef6_a078_4f2a_a844_a0cbd463]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e890b93b_7585_4d25_981f_5daf3316]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c2889b4d_4499_4498_8117_ef9c0a36]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b4c9a517_5ad9_4c65_84bd_60648cc]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 134, L.D. 313, “An Act to Ensure Consistency in Retirement Plans for Certain Law Enforcement Officers”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2b11551a_a605_4328_b175_df][bookmark: _PAR__11_40e8351f_05dd_4c5b_9323_2d158b7]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_92abbc66_cb22_4241_82d0_3ade945]'An Act to Allow Game Wardens to Transfer Retirement Service, Allow Certain Employees of Participating Local Districts to Purchase Service Credit and Allow Transfer of Membership from the State Employee Retirement Plan to Another Plan'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8098f1e8_32a6_408f_b0ef_a6][bookmark: _PAR__13_8aba5d3d_7b7f_46bd_93c1_35a465d]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8bc1145e_46d2_49bc_8cf3_52f195a]'Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §17656, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2007, c. 542, §§1 and 2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_e816ac05_7b4a_4c79_b36e_7a70935]1.  Reemployment with new employer.  Membership of a member who is reemployed with a new employer, or who transfers from one state employee plan to another state employee plan, is governed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_9db287c8_83c0_4a1f_af9c_b626c83]A.  Any member of the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program or the Participating Local District Retirement Program whose service is terminated as a state employee, teacher or participating local district employee and who becomes employed as a state employee, teacher or participating local district employee with a new employer or who transfers from one state employee plan to another state employee plan shall, if the member has not previously withdrawn the member's accumulated contributions:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_16c64d8a_c85b_4a39_8d83_ff5d714](1)  Have the membership transferred to the member's account with the new employer or new plan; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_2386523b_8d6b_4ac5_9f12_b465c1e](2)  Be entitled to all benefits that:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_24d820d4_fefd_4e8c_9598_9fc47d7](a)  Are based on creditable service and earnable compensation with the previous employer or previous plan and the provisions of this Part in effect with respect to the previous employer or previous plan at the date of termination of service by the member; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_1f879103_69f4_4603_b6d7_c2bd4f6][bookmark: _PAR__2_e0607317_e32c_4086_93cf_5ca486a3](b)  Do not require additional contributions by the new employer.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1dad74f1_b4f0_4746_8180_09dfccdc]B.  The new employer or new plan may elect to include the creditable service and earnable compensation of the member with the previous employer with the creditable service and earnable compensation with the new employer. If that election is made, the new employer shall make, from time to time, whatever contributions are necessary to provide the benefits under the applicable retirement program for the member as have accrued to the member by reason of the member's previous employment and as may accrue to the member by reason of the member's new employment.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_384a15c6_90af_4040_91b5_da3b096b]C.  If the new employer makes the election provided under paragraph B, or the member makes the election provided under paragraph D, all funds in the applicable retirement program contributed by the member's former employer or under the previous plan on account of the member's previous employment must be transferred to the account of the new employer or new plan and must be used to liquidate the liability incurred by reason of the previous employment.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_dccd58cf_fe3e_4eb7_8bcd_11295b3d]D.  Notwithstanding paragraph A, a member of the Maine Public Employees Retirement System who is a game warden, a law enforcement officer as defined in Title 25, section 2801‑A, subsection 5, or a state firefighter, whose previous membership was based upon employment as a municipal firefighter as defined in section 286‑M, a game warden, a law enforcement officer or a state firefighter, or their employer, may elect to make the contribution necessary to include all or part of the member's creditable service and earnable compensation from the prior plan in the new plan, including a transfer from one state employee plan to a different state employee plan. For members moving from one state employee plan to another state employee plan, no separation of service or reemployment is necessary.  The retirement system shall establish procedures for determining the contribution necessary for such a member to carry forward all or part of the creditable service and earnable compensation from a prior plan or plans. For purposes of this paragraph, "state firefighter" means a person employed by the State with the primary responsibility of aiding in the extinguishment of fires and includes a member of emergency medical services line personnel as defined in section 286‑M, subsection 2, paragraph H. For purposes of this paragraph, "game warden" means a person appointed by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pursuant to Title 12, section 10351, subsection 1.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d5b4aa9e_27e3_4102_ba3d_ea01fe77]Sec. 2. Former participating local district employee may purchase service credit.  A former employee of a local district who was not permitted to become a member of the Participating Local District Retirement Program when the local district resumed participation in the program under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 18254-A because the former employee previously elected not to maintain membership when the local district withdrew from participation and who has become a member as an employee of another local district may purchase the service credit under Title 5, section 18252-A, subsection 1, paragraph E and Title 5, section 18254, subsection 1 if the employee is still employed by the local district. The purchase of service credit under this section must be completed by December 31, 2023.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7464408f_d835_4713_8461_97][bookmark: _PAR__7_69ab1834_0e26_4872_94c4_cb72343b]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__bf1b9ec3_4dd4_4c9a_a037_a9d02b][bookmark: _PAGE__3_a4e99c10_746b_494a_80e8_a5b7ffb][bookmark: _PAR__2_7d2501dd_6890_4e1c_b424_7147da6b]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__3_20f1ad79_f0a2_4a94_b0ea_a9aa0a04]This amendment is the majority report of the committee. The amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title.  The amendment allows a game warden who has accumulated retirement benefits under the Maine Public Employees Retirement System while working in law enforcement positions covered under different retirement plans to have that service time accumulated when a game warden transfers to a different law enforcement position.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7114f565_37bc_4bdf_a2a7_cfb82e4e]The amendment allows a former employee of a local district to purchase retirement service credit if the employee is still employed by the local district and had previously elected not to maintain membership within the local district’s retirement plan.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f955ab0c_360f_4afc_be9c_fabb30e1]The amendment also allows the transfer of membership from one state employee retirement plan to another. 
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__9e0031d0_0d43_4a0][bookmark: _PAR__6_fcc54429_5593_4265_a425_b2cc5aea]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0ec6390e_65a1_41de_8ea3_f5654163](See attached)
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