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An Act To Limit Eligibility for Commercial Menhaden Fishing Licenses
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eb625608_0900_412c_9f77_13][bookmark: _PAR__11_2ab78bae_64b7_425f_bc29_ad32495]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_53d083b4_60bb_48ed_babf_dfae65d]'Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6502-C, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_15e2b1f3_bdf2_4e1e_966e_731b2b3]1-A.  Commercial menhaden fishing license eligibility in 2023.  The commissioner may not issue a 2023 resident commercial menhaden fishing license or a 2023 nonresident commercial menhaden fishing license to an individual unless that individual:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_dba0cd94_ce58_4b11_aa12_ce890d2]A.  Possessed a license to fish commercially for menhaden in at least 2 of the following 3 years, 2019, 2020 or 2021; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3a20d638_0c1e_4785_aec9_e684d3d]B.  According to department records, reported legal landings of menhaden of 25,000 pounds or more in at least one of the following 4 years, 2019, 2020, 2021 or 2022.
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[bookmark: _PAR__18_cc21c609_7b59_4cf5_9c9d_b7f6f5f]1-B.  Commercial menhaden fishing license eligibility after 2023.  The commissioner may not issue a resident commercial menhaden fishing license or a nonresident commercial menhaden fishing license to an individual in any year subsequent to 2023 unless that individual possessed that license in the previous calendar year.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_58182cc2_45a3_4b3b_be05_fd9d8a6]Sec. 3.  Report.  By January 15, 2023, the Commissioner of Marine Resources shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters with details on the implementation of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 6502-C, subsections 1-A and 1-B.  The committee has the authority to report out a bill to the 131st Legislature in 2023 based on the report.'
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_ee9d3fa0_4ae5_484b_9301_d0aecd9d]This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, changes the requirements for a 2023 commercial menhaden fishing license.  An individual may obtain a license if the individual possessed a commercial menhaden license in at least 2 of the following 3 years, 2019, 2020 or 2021; and reported legal landings to the Department of Marine Resources, by January 1, 2023, of 25,000 pounds or more in at least one of the following 4 years, 2019, 2020, 2021 or 2022.  It also requires the department to report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters by January 15, 2023 and gives the committee the authority to report out a bill to the Legislature based on the report.
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