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An Act To Make Interfering with an Election Official a Class C Crime
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__693773d2_c9e3_4f24_a727_32][bookmark: _PAR__11_022343cd_9894_4e51_8bdc_d951ebc]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5d6524a2_faef_4782_a5dc_bd2f8a4]'An Act To Protect Public Election Officials'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f20f7736_5fd0_4a1b_9652_0a][bookmark: _PAR__13_12ddd529_b844_4c8d_be49_a891796]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_cea88c30_56cf_4ec6_85ef_83203ff]'Sec. 1.  17-A MRSA §751, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1997, c. 351, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_a667da44_cc03_461b_8ada_144e81c]2.   This section does not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_b1bdc074_d7cb_4039_8352_56aa967]A.  Refusal by a person to submit to an arrest or detention; or
[bookmark: _PAR__17_70a9ebba_a379_401b_9e10_a411805]B.  Escape by a person from official custody, as defined in section 755.; or
[bookmark: _PAR__18_5bcdb6b3_22ff_4e03_80b9_0f72ff5]C.  Intentional interference by a person under Title 21-A, section 674, subsection 2, paragraph E.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_28854209_77db_4e17_94d5_7bc7879]Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §1, sub-§34, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_7ef3c07a_df4d_4f3a_9a23_e120596]34.  Public official.  "Public official" means a person elected or appointed to serve the people, including but not limited to an election official, municipal clerk or registrar.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_5f995278_20b3_4338_bc58_d884063]Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §101, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 415, §1 and affected by §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__22_06a6bd7c_d94e_4208_b64d_5559619]9.  Training.  The registrar must shall attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of voter registration.  The training must include, but is not limited to, training on the de-escalation of conflicts and the process for reporting threats to or harassment of public officials related to the conduct of federal, state or municipal elections to the Secretary of State.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_df342479_3288_4d78_857a_771d4fd][bookmark: _PAR__2_e8c1f7e3_29ec_47e0_977e_149e1c83]Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §505, sub-§7-A, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 415, §4 and affected by §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_bc27f88f_c3a5_49b1_b97b_a358453d]7-A.  Training.  Attend a training session that is approved by the Secretary of State at least once every 2 years in regard to the conduct of elections.  The training must include, but is not limited to, training on the de-escalation of conflicts and the process for reporting threats to or harassment of public officials related to the conduct of federal, state or municipal elections to the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State shall offer training sessions regionally at least once every 2 years at no fee.  The Secretary of State shall encourage municipalities to provide training biennially to all election officials; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_edb2d00f_5217_4462_9bef_fa0f269d]Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §674, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2003, c. 447, §16, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ed1bdcfb_f100_413d_9de0_0aee50a6]A.  Assists another person in voting, knowing that the other person is not eligible to vote.; or
[bookmark: _PAR__6_12df5444_ad16_4f1a_a311_a0a99bff]Sec. 6.  21-A MRSA §674, sub-§2, ¶E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_85a94843_4ab1_4936_863a_54e1983c]E.  Intentionally interferes by force, violence or intimidation or by any physical act with any public official who is in fact performing or who the person believes is performing an official function relating to a federal, state or municipal election.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_160ced40_9b08_4108_920c_50c73a3f]Sec. 7.  21-A MRSA §675 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_535936d3_f041_4f14_a890_b39e62f9]§675.  Reports of threats or harassment
[bookmark: _PAR__10_177c77eb_0bd8_465f_be30_356c687]1.  Reporting of threats or harassment.  The Secretary of State shall accept and maintain a record of reports of threats to or harassment of public officials related to the conduct of federal, state or municipal elections in the State. The Secretary of State shall adopt routine technical rules, as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, regarding the process for submitting reports pursuant to this subsection.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_7e5a0b00_deb1_4729_9558_9cce288]2.  Annual report.  Beginning February 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, the Secretary of State shall report the number and type of reports of threats to or harassment of public officials received by the Secretary of State during the previous calendar year to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over election matters.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c5a9ab56_757e_4add_b41b_23][bookmark: _PAR__12_6456a0eb_bbe8_4b78_b638_9bfef91]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__f44e7c17_3718_4bf4_92d0_f1dcb4][bookmark: _PAR__13_e82fb47e_3ca6_4804_88b7_858b3f2]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__14_497e6b75_02a0_410b_96ed_6cac851]This amendment makes the new crime of intentionally interfering by force, violence or intimidation with a public official who is in fact performing or who the person believes is performing an official function relating to a federal, state or municipal election a Class D crime, rather than a Class C crime as proposed in the bill.  It also clarifies that the public officials the new law is designed to protect include election officials, municipal clerks and registrars of voters.  
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0bdd69b6_2783_43d1_bfbd_770adce][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a96377c3_3f48_4551_91ac_571][bookmark: _PAGE__3_15facaad_ad3e_4118_a45a_3ff7702][bookmark: _PAR__2_34f10a0b_9e9b_4ef9_a3af_b7debd77]The amendment also directs the Secretary of State to develop, by rule, a process for reporting election-related threats to or harassment of public officials and to annually report the number and type of the reports received by the Secretary of State during the previous calendar year to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over election matters.  Finally, the amendment requires the Secretary of State to incorporate de-escalation training and information on how to report election-related threats to and harassment of public officials to the Secretary of State in the training provided to municipal clerks and registrars of voters.
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