131st Maine Legislature
Resolve, to Establish the Task Force to Study the Creation of a System to Allow for the Voluntary Waiver of Firearm Rights
L.D. 2119
An Act to Support Suicide Prevention by Allowing the Voluntary Waiver of Firearm Rights
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_26505f6b_6427_4b6c_841b_f926511]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1343, L.D. 2119, “An Act to Support Suicide Prevention by Allowing the Voluntary Waiver of Firearm Rights”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0ed7254e_4a83_4547_9571_2a][bookmark: _PAR__11_4e893c58_ca7a_4ffd_9b54_2bf29cc]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_72625dd5_debf_49f2_ad4e_3b56c74]'Resolve, to Establish the Task Force to Study the Creation of a System to Allow for the Voluntary Waiver of Firearm Rights'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6c3020df_4141_4e40_9553_6e][bookmark: _PAR__13_d0c88171_e035_4ca0_9f96_36e079e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the title and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_728f7253_9fdb_4e50_a11b_25b1d2c]'Sec. 1. Task force established.  Resolved:  That the Task Force to Study the Creation of a System to Allow for the Voluntary Waiver of Firearm Rights, referred to in this resolve as "the task force," is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_43139eb2_920b_4d21_8304_7f80067]Sec. 2. Task force membership.  Resolved: That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the task force consists of 13 members as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_1432bb68_e6b8_4373_acbe_d37026d]1. Five members appointed by the President of the Senate as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_343535fe_770d_407c_9dd8_ca3cf8a]A.  Two members of the Senate, including one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_f72d2a56_c31d_4ffb_97e8_fc7a7fe]B. One member who has expertise in gun safety matters;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_c4b940e9_1e4d_434f_8c32_59c1800]C. One member who represents a statewide organization focused on mental health; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_99241e91_db00_4970_a8e7_633e37a]D. One member who is a federally licensed firearms dealer;
[bookmark: _PAR__21_344fd001_1856_4810_8e9e_932f2e3]2.  Six members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__22_d9504a49_ebd9_406c_94d1_c6fa37a]A. Two members of the House of Representatives, including one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__23_324616b4_70ea_4adb_bf09_6f50ac8]B.  One member who has expertise in suicide prevention;
[bookmark: _PAR__24_312829ed_99b0_41bc_939e_0e259cf]C.  One member who represents a statewide firearms organization; 
[bookmark: _PAR__25_b7b47568_0329_457f_8b88_1bacedf]D.  One member who represents a statewide civil liberties organization; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_a0e7bba2_7e62_426a_9874_b851fb3][bookmark: _PAR__2_2127dab9_3380_471b_9fb7_78de0b24]E.  One member who is a veteran and who is a member of a statewide organization of persons who hunt, fish or trap;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a9644e01_6134_4e05_8364_6ef08f9d]3. The Commissioner of Public Safety or the commissioner's designee; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_40d6337b_911d_4d94_a4e3_f46c4781]4. The Chief Information Officer within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services or the Chief Information Officer's designee.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9b2b54d4_57f7_420c_b065_aff40e45]Sec. 3. Chairs.  Resolved:  That the first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the task force.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_cc53b446_49b2_47de_897d_44f7d645]Sec. 4. Appointments; convening of task force.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made within 30 days following the effective date of this resolve. The President of the Senate and Speaker of the House shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the task force. If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the task force to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_1e487ebe_4d05_470d_954f_4a71d21d]Sec. 5. Duties.  Resolved:  That the task force shall examine the feasibility of establishing a system for the voluntary waiver of firearm rights in the State.  When considering the establishment of the system, the task force shall consider the following topics:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d227be17_db52_4476_8ca9_c0a5663f]1. The best system for implementation, including consideration of in-person or online systems;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_bf264a19_d214_4971_81e8_2ead1b32]2. An examination of a system of voluntary waiver of firearm rights adopted by or established in other states;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_784fac3c_0728_4e04_afef_3732ef6]3. What costs will be incurred in setting up such a system;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b4b35168_ecf1_4e70_9b9d_3f4b92a]4. How to ensure confidentiality for individuals seeking a waiver of firearm rights;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_bc66da3c_3a55_4eb4_8cec_994fe81]5. How to ensure that revocation of a waiver of firearm rights is easily available; 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_54e3862a_31e1_497d_aecd_2567da0]6. Ensuring that the system has proper safeguards to prevent coercion or fraud in regards to filing a waiver of firearm rights;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b80fb6e3_457c_45f2_b6dd_88d02ee]7. Any penalties required for abuse of the system;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_25da9db2_696c_41e5_a526_4b8e64c]8. The scope and applicability of limited liability in a firearm hold agreement; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_0263bed3_7bbe_4944_aeec_be6157b]9. Any other topic the task force determines necessary.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_6858644b_6b06_442b_87a6_b85e001]Sec. 6. Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the task force, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_6e9f8fb7_4914_4659_b312_62df158]Sec. 7. Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than November 6, 2024, the task force shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters. The committee is authorized to report out legislation to the 132nd Legislature in 2025.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__20b5534b_bbce_4451_a015_11][bookmark: _PAGE__3_36d6882d_05c2_4e60_a565_d4e79c1][bookmark: _PAR__2_2c0debb7_bfcf_4422_b4e8_b5c735d7]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__2657a1b4_11ca_4980_bb90_0146f3][bookmark: _PAR__3_865e315d_624a_4138_9bae_ecbc8bac]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3b3ba668_c03b_45b4_990b_2a1d4e8f]This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve establishing the Task Force to Study the Creation of a System to Allow for the Voluntary Waiver of Firearm Rights, which is directed to study the feasibility of establishing a system of voluntary waiver of firearm rights in the State. The task force is required to submit a report by November 6, 2024 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters, which is authorized to report out legislation based on the report to the 132nd  Legislature in 2025.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__7ad2f116_b23a_459][bookmark: _PAR__5_c13c590a_a831_4695_aef5_6d756915]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__6_36496431_5e08_4025_9bb4_dd240f09](See attached)
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