130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Require Consideration of Climate Impacts by the Public Utilities Commission and To Incorporate Equity Considerations in Decision Making by State Agencies
L.D. 1682
An Act To Require Consideration of Climate and Equity Impacts by the Public Utilities Commission
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__af494a50_040b_4f58_955a_4e][bookmark: _PAGE__1_e0e8ff77_165a_4ca0_b27a_65796f0][bookmark: _PAR__2_e0595086_d834_4bd7_ba7c_c38aabb2]L.D. 1682
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3eeb4d6d_1345_4664_b516_21407f91]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4d4d008e_6173_41ff_9b0f_e8a6caab]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_44e68bcb_fb74_4fec_9ed3_b9008e0d]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e88ec474_2280_43d9_a892_32bd20e5]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_044ab45a_b51a_4c2a_a06a_b9dae3d5]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e353f797_f603_4a9c_8d69_034f171a]130TH LEGISLATURE
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_ac89dedd_46e9_4228_8f17_3793756]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1251, L.D. 1682, “An Act To Require Consideration of Climate and Equity Impacts by the Public Utilities Commission”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bcae0c4c_1ece_4501_b8fb_f8][bookmark: _PAR__11_69907fcb_0807_4951_943d_96b7139]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_07eb9f1d_1394_4443_a756_998c371]'An Act To Require Consideration of Climate Impacts by the Public Utilities Commission and To Incorporate Equity Considerations in Decision Making by State Agencies'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__79e9a843_4072_4403_9c3f_1c][bookmark: _PAR__13_9ac66746_e441_4f6f_9086_760e824]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0e81b3b6_a083_45eb_827f_854fe78]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §101, as amended by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. F, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7aab8d9f_32f0_4e2f_abfd_cdf824b]§101.  Statement of purpose
[bookmark: _PAR__16_575b4a27_ba26_4625_bfec_5ed67d0]The purpose of this Title is to ensure that there is a regulatory system for public utilities in the State and for other entities subject to this Title that is consistent with the public interest and with other requirements of law and to provide for reasonable licensing requirements for competitive electricity providers.  The basic purpose of this regulatory system as it applies to public utilities subject to service regulation under this Title is to ensure safe, reasonable and adequate service, to assist in minimizing the cost of energy available to the State’s consumers and, to ensure that the rates of public utilities subject to rate regulation are just and reasonable to customers and public utilities and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet the greenhouse gas emissions reduction levels set forth in Title 38, section 576-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3f75571e_8b88_47df_9e1d_32][bookmark: _PAR__17_92060468_c3ff_48e0_95fa_8185079]Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 2, 3 and 4.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8ce739f3_2fa3_4afc_b4d2_ac][bookmark: _PAR__18_03da3d68_8d8f_4d68_a591_0003b94]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_d1c4e79f_7751_446a_9f5c_52e08e5]'Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §103-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_a171d30f_210b_44b9_8efe_9094b28]§103-A.  Climate requirements
[bookmark: _PAR__21_75af84c5_0ed7_4d64_9532_3fb4f69][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__987abedd_a623_4a5e_9528_254][bookmark: _PAGE__2_728244d0_1108_4e2b_b70b_7f670e4][bookmark: _PAR__2_58ec3422_46a4_4ae6_900e_02321229]In executing its duties, powers and regulatory functions under this Title, the commission, while ensuring system reliability and resource adequacy, shall facilitate the achievement by the State of the greenhouse gas emissions reduction levels set forth in Title 38, section 576-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7d0eb058_2f5b_42fc_a309_a5][bookmark: _PAR__3_be587278_165e_4afd_b74e_3287d9f7]Amend the bill by inserting after section 5 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9b81b22f_56cb_47ed_9a09_731b4f60]'Sec. 6.  Office of Policy Innovation and the Future to incorporate equity considerations and develop related definitions; report.  The Office of Policy Innovation and the Future, referred to in this section as "the office," in consultation with other state offices and agencies shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_cf5bec6c_78b5_469f_bfe8_1663cdb6]1.  Develop methods of incorporating equity considerations in decision making at the Department of Environmental Protection, the Public Utilities Commission and other state agencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b100e8ac_46cb_4007_b62f_17d3fb24]2.  Develop definitions for “environmental justice,” “environmental justice populations,” “frontline communities” and any other terms determined by the office to be necessary for the incorporation of equity considerations in decision making at the department, the commission and other state agencies.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_cdeede4b_2872_41aa_8ed6_3d27c924]In developing methods of incorporating equity considerations and the definitions pursuant to this section, the office shall allow for input from the public and stakeholders.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_36135b96_513a_45d4_ba1b_10bd3b9a]On or before February 15, 2022, the office shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources and the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that includes any recommendations regarding methods of incorporating equity considerations developed under subsection 1 and the definitions developed under subsection 2, including any suggested legislation. The committees may each report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature based on the report.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1d57b28d_3951_40ba_86fd_d5][bookmark: _PAR__9_c0b89cad_a261_4e46_9e6f_68813a2a]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__699586e0_1587_4e30_878d_3aa033][bookmark: _PAR__10_1e2a8af8_23d3_49e8_821c_d548241]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_81b05ee0_0f85_42a9_a565_c7369e5]This amendment removes from the bill the purpose of the Public Utilities Commission to mitigate disproportionate energy burdens on environmental justice populations, frontline communities and utility customers who are underserved by utility or electricity policies, programs and systems due to geography, race, income or other socioeconomic factors. It removes the requirement that the commission, in its execution of its duties, powers and regulatory functions, mitigate disproportionate energy burdens and other inequities of affordability and environmental justice experienced by utility customers while ensuring system reliability and resource adequacy.  It also removes the requirement that the commission prioritize proceedings and activities that advance decarbonization in the utility sector.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d9bf3ab7_b448_4519_a31b_3e39265][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__b450230b_3450_4d31_911b_ec9][bookmark: _PAGE__3_bd1d0cfb_0394_49c1_a6ab_daab1f1][bookmark: _PAR__2_bb039df5_1680_4489_b3b6_d19f81d8]The amendment requires the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future, in consultation with other state agencies and offices, to develop methods to incorporate equity considerations in decision making at the Department of Environmental Protection, the Public Utilities Commission and other state agencies, and to develop definitions for “environmental justice,” “environmental justice populations,” “frontline communities” and any other terms determined to be necessary to capture equity considerations in decision making at the department, the commission and other state agencies. It requires the office to allow for input from the public and stakeholders. It requires the office to submit a report that includes any recommendations regarding definitions and equity considerations, including any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources and the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by February 15, 2022. It allows each committee to report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature based on the report.
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