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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e180c742_232c_4279_b653_38][bookmark: _PAR__11_87be902f_0d33_403e_8e9c_057a084]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_15b592ab_feb3_4ae0_9a86_e140e19]'An Act to Reform the School Budget Referendum Process by Limiting the Circumstances in Which Certain Referenda Occur'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ccf7776a_95f6_4b40_a424_4c][bookmark: _PAR__13_8867d6de_646f_4dfd_99c4_86f722e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_a31ce20b_99a6_46e8_ac6a_218c355]'Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §1486, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_afe2f4ff_0485_41ab_85fe_f17c97a]1-A.  Single municipalities.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, in the case of a regional school unit under this section that is composed of a single municipality, beginning after the approval and validation of a regional school unit's 2024-2025 school year budget, the regional school unit is not required to hold a budget validation referendum.  A regional school unit may reinstate the budget validation referendum process in accordance with this subsection.  
[bookmark: _PAR__16_af48fb2d_a469_425e_9383_1970e82]A. The regional school unit may reinstate the budget validation referendum process by a majority vote on a referendum question placed on the ballot in a general election pursuant to local referendum procedures as provided in Title 30-A, chapter 121 or in a municipal charter.  
[bookmark: _PAR__17_5927b8e6_9d2c_42d0_b1cf_c69d65c]B. If the referendum question in paragraph A is adopted by the voters in the municipality, the regional school unit shall follow the budget validation referendum procedures as provided in this section and in section 1487 beginning in the next budget year.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_dd631baf_6a21_4c1d_9bdb_38039b6]Sec. 2.  20-A MRSA §1486, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. B, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_125d7f73_ff5e_46d4_82e4_a480023][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__54e1a310_9436_47af_94d3_31c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_d2ed031e_38db_4024_9f7f_a66bbab][bookmark: _PAR__2_bcbd6067_dbc9_4a15_af54_8758a1de]4.  Failure to approve budget.  If the voters do not validate the budget approved in the regional school unit budget meeting at the budget validation referendum vote, the regional school unit board shall hold another regional school unit budget meeting in accordance with this section and section 1485 at least 10 days but no longer than 45 days after the referendum to vote on a budget approved by the regional school unit board. The budget approved at the regional school unit budget meeting must be submitted to the voters for validation at referendum if required in accordance with this section. The process must be repeated until a budget is approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and validated at referendum in accordance with this section and section 1485. If a budget is not approved and validated before July 1st of each year, section 1487 applies.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_18703dc2_86f7_483d_ac36_1d5109c4]Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §1487, as amended by PL 2007, c. 668, §21, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9fcf9d6b_fe97_45d8_97af_0ce34591]§1487.  Failure to pass budget
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0af2f43f_af8a_4a56_9eee_9475f4ad]If a budget for the operation of a regional school unit is not approved prior to July 1st, the latest budget approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in accordance with section sections 1485 and 1486 is automatically considered the budget for operational expenses for the ensuing year until a final budget is approved, except that, when the regional school unit board delays the regional school unit budget meeting, the operating budget must be approved within 30 days of the date the commissioner notifies the regional school unit board of the amount allocated to the regional school unit under section 15689‑B, or the latest budget submitted by the regional school unit board becomes the operating budget for the next school year until a budget is approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and validated at a referendum in accordance with sections 1485 and 1486. If the budget of a regional school unit is not approved and validated in accordance with sections 1485 and 1486 before July 1st and the officers of any affected municipality determine that the property taxes must be committed in a timely manner to the collector pursuant to Title 36, section 709, the municipal assessor or assessors may commit the property taxes on the basis of the latest budget approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in accordance with section sections 1485 and 1486.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_dd0ef4ad_4173_43db_9af6_78e6baf5]Sec. 4.  Notification.  By January 1, 2024, the Commissioner of Education shall notify the superintendent of each regional school unit in the State of the requirements provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 1486, subsection 1-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e0220707_88be_4f43_a293_77][bookmark: _PAR__7_4dfc200a_5d7e_4a05_a971_292171d1]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__142553e8_8708_4a68_9627_ea6b3c][bookmark: _PAR__8_7ad181b7_b372_4f0f_8a8e_3daf9f36]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7a5f0043_6708_4279_a800_a416567d][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__5b91eeca_9a93_46fd_bdf3_9db][bookmark: _PAGE__3_d96481c9_e6af_4c30_8f99_02187c1][bookmark: _PAR__2_4adcf797_9292_482e_a270_53622123]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment provides that, for the purposes of budget approval and validation, a regional school unit that is composed of a single municipality is not required to hold a budget validation referendum after the validation of the 2024-2025 school year budget.  The amendment provides that a regional school unit composed of a single municipality may reinstate the budget validation referendum process with a majority vote on a referendum question placed on the ballot in a general election and requires the Commissioner of Education to notify the superintendent of each regional school unit in the State of this process by January 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__60ffc2bf_0932_4b1][bookmark: _PAR__3_132537ff_64e5_4716_a388_0968a3fb]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
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