131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Expand Property Tax Relief for Veterans and Their Survivors
L.D. 1737
An Act to Provide up to $5,000 in Property Tax Relief to Veterans
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__c5c694f2_de1a_4f9e_8e8e_3a][bookmark: _PAGE__1_26471413_b40d_4764_bd2c_be825eb][bookmark: _PAR__2_042cbde3_2e6d_41e6_b3d2_97ec3528]L.D. 1737
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d8c29dd1_b676_4dad_969b_fd81c35f]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_53d85f3e_5876_4777_8658_27fe792b]TAXATION 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c5a70b94_70d5_48d7_850c_33e035b8]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ab73f4e1_65d4_4970_acff_b52e4a0d]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e62e63f1_8e97_45f4_a6e3_1af615d5]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3b091918_3966_4719_ab57_64125027]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c3bca8be_0371_4da9_a04a_91a6f5a0]SECOND REGULAR SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_a82d7d2a_39d7_4e58_afe7_92f8000]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 1116, L.D. 1737, “An Act to Provide up to $5,000 in Property Tax Relief to Veterans”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0745ecd4_346a_433d_ae16_83][bookmark: _PAR__11_6e201df7_991b_4f28_8014_22e772e]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_efac54e7_6f5f_4bf7_8a89_01a3943]'An Act to Expand Property Tax Relief for Veterans and Their Survivors'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__11c55185_613b_4a27_98ea_98][bookmark: _PAR__13_293c66ce_a7c8_4fdb_b54c_6adf7a0]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9d18a65c_253b_4e94_878f_aaeacd5]'Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶C, as amended by PL 2023, c. 441, Pt. B, §1 and affected by §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c4a8988c_2205_4580_92db_7f26bc0]C.  The estates up to the just value of $6,000 $5,000, having a taxable situs in the place of residence, of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States:; except that, for veterans who are 62 years of age or older, the exemption is up to $6,000 of the just value.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_3a9bac24_7245_4b3a_9b75_e4a991e] (1)  During any federally recognized war period, including the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, the periods from August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984 and December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn, or during the period from February 1, 1955 to February 27, 1961, or who were awarded an expeditionary medal for service in the Armed Forces of the United States, when they have reached the age of 62 years or when they are receiving any form of pension or compensation from the United States Government for total disability, service-connected or nonservice-connected, as a veteran.  A veteran of the Vietnam War must have served on active duty after February 27, 1961 and before May 8, 1975.  "Persian Gulf War" means service on active duty on or after August 2, 1990 and before or on the date that the United States Government recognizes as the end of that war period; or
[bookmark: _PAR__17_394fac65_d386_43d8_a611_ca0da5f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__6d5cc96d_88a8_46d3_89af_53c][bookmark: _PAGE__2_19b5708c_fe78_44f3_98a3_aca55c6][bookmark: _PAR__2_bb424470_e3ef_4bc7_a295_80c79297](2)  Who are disabled by injury or disease incurred or aggravated during active military service in the line of duty and are receiving any form of pension or compensation from the United States Government for total, service-connected disability.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_61d27e48_f58e_4e21_a77a_22457028]The exemptions provided in this paragraph apply to the property of that veteran, including property held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in a revocable living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_e401049d_3a43_4417_b341_30b38d06]Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶C-1, as amended by PL 1995, c. 368, Pt. CCC, §2 and affected by §11, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_08b8bd08_b491_4892_8334_46e94ec7]C-1.  The estates up to the just value of $7,000, having a taxable situs in the place of residence of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during any federally recognized war period during or before World War I and who would be eligible for an exemption under paragraph C.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_36bbac57_517b_44a3_a151_04186b72]The exemption provided in this paragraph is in lieu of any exemption under paragraph C to which the veteran may be eligible and applies to the property of that veteran, including property held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in a revocable living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a96a5ea7_91a9_44b9_9be2_06d61eb3]Sec. 3.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶C-2 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0606e0d8_6637_418f_8bfb_adc06031]C-2.  The estates, having a taxable situs in the place of residence of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States and have a service-connected disability rating as determined by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs of 60% or greater, as follows.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_0542de56_9cb3_4f1e_bb18_72a9387f](1) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 100%, the exemption is up to $50,000 of the just value.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6fc1b7ca_e481_4e36_ace3_36d2729](2) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 90%, the exemption is up to $40,000 of the just value.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ca18a0a4_a2d4_45d5_95a3_772d01a](3) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 80%, the exemption is up to $30,000 of the just value.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_2c8d64af_5c03_4162_8591_bc2d170](4) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 70%, the exemption is up to $20,000 of the just value.  
[bookmark: _PAR__13_7c205bb7_8c0f_402f_aded_96f43a4](5) For a veteran with a service-connected disability rating of 60%, the exemption is up to $10,000 of the just value. 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e2864f78_ca9a_4291_8025_75d4911]The exemptions provided in this paragraph apply to the property of that veteran, including property held in joint tenancy with that veteran's spouse or held in a revocable living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_45f54faf_3b59_4c79_8159_e56c08f]Sec. 4.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶D, as amended by PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. PPPP, §2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4aa2994b_4d6a_4818_876f_1b4534c]Sec. 5.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶D-1, as amended by PL 2023, c. 441, Pt. B, §2 and affected by §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_538e1d49_0709_4409_bb9d_0f61bfb][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__cbc18bf7_7481_4717_9a47_e46][bookmark: _PAGE__3_e54bfd62_41ac_44a6_8e56_a774862][bookmark: _PAR__2_56a9db43_7dd3_4f60_9874_f2e4aecc]D-1.  The estates up to the just value of $50,000, having a taxable situs in the place of residence, for specially adapted housing units, of veterans who served in the Armed Forces of the United States during any federally recognized war period, including the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf War, the periods from August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984 and December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990, Operation Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation New Dawn, or during the period from February 1, 1955 to February 27, 1961, or who were awarded an expeditionary medal for service in the Armed Forces of the United States, and who are veterans as described in 38 United States Code, Section 2101, and who received a grant from the United States Government for any such housing, or of the unremarried widows or widowers of those veterans.  A veteran of the Vietnam War must have served on active duty after February 27, 1961 and before May 8, 1975.  "Persian Gulf War" means service on active duty on or after August 2, 1990 and before or on the date that the United States Government recognizes as the end of that war period.  The exemption provided in this paragraph applies to the property of the veteran including property held in joint tenancy with a spouse or held in a revocable living trust for the benefit of that veteran.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_93719a38_885c_4fbd_ba5f_4762bef9]Sec. 6.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶D-2, as amended by PL 2003, c. 702, §3, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_bdfeea19_b360_4767_ba72_8a58ffa9]Sec. 7.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶D-3, as amended by PL 2003, c. 702, §4, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_73aa6fc5_9ccd_46ac_a409_6e897178]Sec. 8.  36 MRSA §653, sub-§1, ¶E, as amended by PL 2023, c. 360, Pt. A, §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6cfa9dbd_b8aa_4600_81d9_bea12148]E.  The word "veteran" as used in this subsection section means an individual who was on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States and who, if discharged, retired or separated from the Armed Forces, was discharged, retired or separated under other than dishonorable conditions.  "Veteran" also includes:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7d0cad5c_f099_49f1_9c86_5874a0ee](1)  The unremarried widow or widower or minor child of a veteran who would be entitled to an exemption under this section if living, or who is in receipt of a pension or compensation from the Federal Government as the widow or widower or minor child of a veteran; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f65ceb2f_80b7_46de_a4cd_027571a1](2)  The parent of a deceased veteran who is 62 years of age or older and is an unremarried widow or widower who is in receipt of a pension or compensation from the Federal Government based upon the service-connected death of that parent's child.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7843cfe2_5abd_4c65_a60c_fa066e24]Individuals seeking an exemption as the unremarried widow or widower or minor child or parent of a veteran as described in subparagraphs (1) and (2) are eligible for the exemption that the veteran would be eligible for pursuant to this section if the veteran was living.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7157fc1b_4e0f_4b21_bbeb_526f522]Sec. 9.  36 MRSA §841, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2017, c. 367, §8, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_1ffe7bdf_bbd2_4c2d_a5e2_f731268][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__970b66d3_ba22_4d1a_9fcf_186][bookmark: _PAGE__4_69b23bb2_d311_4f70_886a_e8f8013][bookmark: _PAR__2_add44aae_eb9b_4e3a_b213_a168b011]4.  Veteran's widow or widower or minor child.  Notwithstanding failure to comply with section 706‑A, the assessors, on written application within one year from the date of commitment, may make such abatement as they think proper in the case of the unremarried widow or widower or the minor child of a veteran, if the widow, widower or child would be entitled to an exemption under section 653, subsection 1, paragraph D E, except for the failure of the widow, widower or child to make application and file proof within the time set by section 653, subsection 1, paragraph G, if the veteran died during the 12-month period preceding the April 1st for which the tax was committed.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_02ca01b8_9305_4250_8bf5_a17e6b1a]Sec. 10.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4aa3b26e_724e_4e36_9cc3_ed93adfd]ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__5_11257ecf_adc5_4fdb_92af_19a93ad8]Revenue Services, Bureau of 0002
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7a15a30b_0b0e_4b94_9826_9fa8d17f]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for computer programming costs to implement changes to property tax exemptions for veterans.
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_1d6390d9_2840_4f39_a1ca_b4bdb296][bookmark: _LINE__9_3ba973cf_afac_4183_a9e7_0faff0e]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_bfa2cf99_7a54_47b3_b518_8338820]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_9d628365_3cdd_4338_a353_cc9541b]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_d500c680_bc42_41e2_a88e_b76e97]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_4f46df86_9c3a_4b32_9d73_3ad17f]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_ee1d8785_8dd6_4ede_b41d_ce9a6a]$32,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_e6c94dde_5400_4043_8745_1288c0] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_a5379dbb_3900_4be1_9d09_dd7d5e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_70fe61e4_4a67_4740_bb1d_64747f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_1d8469d2_1d39_41e4_86b3_8e419f]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_ccf6998f_8b9e_4b31_af67_6bffc0]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_70dec631_32a2_4b7c_b86d_9a64a8]$32,000


[bookmark: _PAR__8_0680c3eb_b7ca_4d0e_9b13_4a7ea4b5]Sec. 11.  Application. This Act applies to property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2025.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0a7b2cb1_0608_48da_9864_ff][bookmark: _PAR__9_8dc48899_94fc_4a33_80a4_19171a8f]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__1313e0d4_6e3d_499d_a174_d4a057][bookmark: _PAR__10_b4004bc2_f8e4_4d42_a5ee_59f10f5]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_fa04b623_1e96_455f_964a_197eaf7]This amendment changes the property tax benefits for military veterans beginning with property tax years beginning on or after April 1, 2025.  The amendment provides that veterans are no longer required to have served during a federally recognized war period and receive an exemption of up to $5,000 of the just value of the property.  It provides that veterans who are 62 years of age or older receive an exemption of up to $6,000 of the just value of the property.  It also provides that veterans receive an exemption of between $10,000 and $50,000 based on their United States Department of Veterans Affairs service-connected disability rating. The amendment provides that veterans' survivors remain eligible for the benefit that the veteran would be eligible for if the veteran was living.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__c041d182_b1a3_41a][bookmark: _PAR__12_16be869b_53e6_4783_8269_03a6083]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__13_1b02750e_2325_4ac3_bc36_618ae26](See attached)
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