131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Provide Economic Justice to Historically Disadvantaged Older Citizens by Amending the Laws Governing the Medicare Savings Program and the Elderly Low-cost Drug Program
L.D. 1522
An Act to Provide Economic Justice to Historically Disadvantaged Older Citizens by Amending the Laws Governing the Medicare Savings Program
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__8328e0ff_00ea_41c2_a956_0f][bookmark: _PAGE__1_ae2234e4_e5c2_4f86_9648_112793a][bookmark: _PAR__2_17ad15ba_2625_454a_8492_d072dd06]L.D. 1522
[bookmark: _PAR__3_b2e5647d_3b26_4e3b_838a_748d1b64]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ad33eee2_9d61_44cb_b15f_dabd6a68]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a6fa61a8_6a37_4c56_86b9_fb17e263]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4af03d79_05a7_46c0_8bec_4da670a9]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fe31fa26_0b2f_46c5_8682_0076d0c7]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_37d6d828_c2de_410c_98b7_e8bf9f69]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_78503617_739e_4920_a289_28926e71]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_1ed3695f_85f6_4085_96b3_85ea997]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 977, L.D. 1522, “An Act to Provide Economic Justice to Historically Disadvantaged Older Citizens by Amending the Laws Governing the Medicare Savings Program”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d35aee73_638e_4bf3_a79f_7f][bookmark: _PAR__11_04862d62_afb7_4db9_9d94_f545825]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_b33db312_1648_4d26_a8ab_c3350a6]'An Act to Provide Economic Justice to Historically Disadvantaged Older Citizens by Amending the Laws Governing the Medicare Savings Program and the Elderly Low-cost Drug Program'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0e5a276e_32cf_4e5b_a816_b0][bookmark: _PAR__13_481d8356_79ab_4fe0_b74a_924cf3e]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b36025ce_0b59_40ec_b54d_58e204c]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §254-D, sub-§4, ¶B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. TT, §1, is further amended by amending subparagraph (3) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_f67c458f_32b5_423a_be04_f483a2d](3)  Does not receive full MaineCare pharmaceutical benefits; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_e6140ab0_cb6f_4e3b_a207_2193150]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §254-D, sub-§4, ¶B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. TT, §1, is further amended by amending subparagraph (4) to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_3727fbc5_7914_413e_bc29_dba088d](4)  Is at least 62 years of age, or is 19 years of age or older and determined to be disabled by the standards of the federal social security program.  A person who was eligible for the program at any time from August 1, 1998 to July 31, 1999 and who does not meet the requirements of this subparagraph at the time of application or renewal retains eligibility for the program if that person is a member of a household of an eligible person; and.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_aed1b6de_7512_4630_8103_80e47eb]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §254-D, sub-§4, ¶B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. TT, §1, is further amended by repealing subparagraph (5).
[bookmark: _PAR__19_c18b9c4c_bc3f_408c_b71b_ba9d059]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §254-D, sub-§4, ¶D, as amended by PL 2019, c. 343, Pt. ZZ, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_09b5e841_8cd6_4a23_ba26_89a1d33][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__f318cba8_47df_4c4f_8dd1_552][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5787b41a_c658_4779_a9ff_8270a40][bookmark: _PAR__2_54be8362_e495_4317_ab75_0cd6bfed]D.  Income eligibility of individuals must be determined by this paragraph and by reference to the federal poverty guidelines for the 48 contiguous states and the District of Columbia, as defined by the federal Office of Management and Budget and revised annually in accordance with the United States Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981, Section 673, Subsection 2, Public Law 97-35, reauthorized by Public Law 105-285, Section 201 (1998).  If the household income is not more than 185% 250% of the federal poverty guideline applicable to the household, the individual is eligible for the basic program and the supplemental program.  Individuals are also eligible for the basic and the supplemental program if the household spends at least 40% of its income on unreimbursed direct medical expenses for prescription drugs and medications and the household income is not more than 25% higher than the levels specified in this paragraph.  For the purposes of this paragraph, the cost of drugs provided to a household under this section is considered a cost incurred by the household for eligibility determination purposes.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6e894eb8_db03_477a_86f6_7d954900]Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §3174-KKK is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_05baad2c_4ea2_47b7_8401_15d25f72]§3174-KKK.  Medicare savings program
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5c9b555b_5f8c_4d7f_a7a6_266e901a]The department shall administer the Medicare savings program as described in 42 United States Code, Section 1396a(a)(10)(E) in accordance with federal law and with this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_34582298_36c5_440f_8bfe_73754880]1.  Asset test.  The department may not apply an asset test in determining eligibility for the program.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_af320f22_2dda_4895_85cb_ae8135a4]2.  Income eligibility.  No later than March 1, 2024, the department shall establish income disregards to determine eligibility so that a person with income that is no more than 185% of the federal poverty level is qualified as a qualified Medicare beneficiary and a person with income that is more than 185% and no more than 250% of the federal poverty level is qualified as a qualified individual.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_29154973_8dc0_4c40_bd0f_0fd38842]3.  Rules.  The department shall adopt rules to implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e261b531_9449_4cdc_8e4a_8d04e7d5]Sec. 6.  State plan amendment.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall prepare and submit any necessary Medicaid state plan amendments to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services for approval for the removal of the asset test and income eligibility guidelines required by this Act.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7412b365_208c_477d_9895_29f4dbd]Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6ccf918e_a05b_4d83_87e4_6ec12a2]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__12_432a9625_73ca_4339_bf50_eeaea4a]Low-cost Drugs To Maine's Elderly 0202
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c95498c0_eb1b_4f95_9c1b_d0c62f8]Initiative: Provides funding to remove the asset test for eligibility and increase the household income level to 250% of the federal poverty level in the elderly low-cost drug program, to update income eligibility for qualified Medicare beneficiaries to no more than 185% of the federal poverty level and to update the qualified individuals to more than 185% and no more than 250% of the federal poverty level.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_9d9b801a_6368_48b3_9f49_8712ca9][bookmark: _LINE__42_00d477f8_ea8a_4d91_928b_ee8a2e]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_c2e51690_650d_4a06_8da7_4b46b4]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_e3d6ae02_a27c_4e60_8f2a_7d27f4]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__43_efa2dbd0_acc3_4177_8f17_63d6e1]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_109c7249_59a2_457b_a360_1e3419]$1,469,505
	[bookmark: _LINE__43_5834462d_371c_4c66_9725_1f2610]$17,437,444

	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_2f2333be_17be_4892_aaba_6467ca2][bookmark: _PAR__2_9ddc0887_e47f_481b_b986_2ae15159][bookmark: _LINE__1_9ac5db13_4123_4f69_bec3_2d45efd] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_e10db5a8_7e0b_4351_8d6a_ba61f93]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_d839ecb1_b8bd_4ebb_a098_204b1a1]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_de73b00c_8561_438f_bab8_acdfd7f]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_cdad3ec0_a6fc_4d7d_92b2_0041dd9]$1,469,505
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_3574c07b_80e7_40a3_b264_511fa67]$17,437,444


[bookmark: _PAR__3_d415477f_743d_474f_a294_130bece0]Medical Care - Payments to Providers 0147
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d267b592_8642_434f_8839_d72b734c]Initiative: Provides funding to remove the asset test for eligibility and increase the household income level to 250% of the federal poverty level in the elderly low-cost drug program, to update income eligibility for qualified Medicare beneficiaries to no more than 185% of the federal poverty level and to update the qualified individuals to more than 185% and no more than 250% of the federal poverty level.
	[bookmark: _PAR__5_24570f1c_b0d5_4cb9_92bb_fd4e8616][bookmark: _LINE__9_c62e5f67_a4a1_42fb_9398_37d95ad]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_db4341bd_9418_4879_8066_c8a5569]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_2f1788fe_6330_444a_bedb_6c863f1]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_c2c17cf1_c62d_4e47_a012_8e5487]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_3c31eb83_f42c_4da3_b4fe_046642]$2,859,537
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_e523505b_f9d2_42da_a3da_e7f1f8]$15,563,865

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_f0f3541c_1937_4cdb_9a39_fc88c0] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_74810099_84e9_42a7_83d5_5d61d9]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_5a5f61f5_f7df_475c_9706_e8bece]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_46c5c31b_d45c_45ac_8b59_46cf45]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_cfa941c8_4b13_47bc_a4dd_0c3955]$2,859,537
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_5ddf2255_ce92_4a78_b6f6_266b60]$15,563,865


[bookmark: _PAR__6_362c88f1_befe_4c46_ba48_254583dd] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_5ec3c324_d39a_47b9_9233_42c4cf8f][bookmark: _LINE__14_f314e28c_fc08_43aa_9b4e_acb99b]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_e3838129_72e4_44f9_a391_52702a]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_8be43e31_852f_45a3_a706_b65e39]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_6b419efb_fcd9_491a_bd29_b1edc0]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_c109bc21_3b06_46a1_8c54_5d77bf]$5,848,798
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_95f60b89_f0d8_4f80_86b1_58005c]$43,261,931

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_699a5bea_11c5_4fc1_8b03_2b3ddb] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_b667f2e2_c16b_471b_8f5d_4e1298]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_915a09b5_009e_4e12_b72b_084ee1]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_01236c94_8b48_42e9_9df4_838576]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_2a87bf9f_24dc_46bc_9eaf_1720f2]$5,848,798
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_11cdf20c_02cb_448c_a5f3_4e6762]$43,261,931


[bookmark: _PAR__8_996f996b_c840_459a_a8e8_bdf37f81]Office for Family Independence Z020
[bookmark: _PAR__9_02d1a83c_058c_4435_a0c5_c11a54ae]Initiative: Provides one-time funding for required technology changes.
	[bookmark: _PAR__10_5afafe39_1793_4549_ba00_f7c018b][bookmark: _LINE__20_e749d21b_b0bc_47a3_bd78_a26815]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_0efae0a3_e80e_4f1e_a968_a29851]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__20_5bf9a456_e4a3_41e9_bf7e_8e13ec]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__21_c5217abe_0449_4543_b59b_9950a4]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_5a914594_e8db_43c6_b212_69dca9]$8,100
	[bookmark: _LINE__21_5ead0d28_da01_4e0b_abaf_5d48cc]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__22_9e0659cf_467b_4957_bfd8_bfbc12] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_47766dfe_1cba_4718_9c17_926566]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__22_40b33d67_070a_4d23_815c_5ba159]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__23_b5b1dda4_a4c5_4eac_b940_aca97d]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_88bc2cc8_7d36_45e6_a168_1cd925]$8,100
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_a34ca528_d947_49e6_a84a_36b377]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__11_58783df0_3e54_4a79_b041_cf7ef8c] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__12_8be9dfe1_af71_4444_b991_581d7b4][bookmark: _LINE__25_3a3a46cd_6180_4823_b9d0_b4ef52]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_d82c8b34_7652_4f88_9f15_58588f]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_0d7dcb9d_3915_4d22_afb5_a54c40]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_cebffe2b_2636_4dce_a328_e0f3ab]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_592716a5_753a_4089_9659_f77bd3]$24,886
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_d519944b_b67a_4975_a7bb_8a0b31]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_4c107e2c_e650_4f3c_bc0d_e84e2a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_cf9b1226_9388_49a1_9b5a_0ac970]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_3334a4ff_2855_450a_a759_7fd355]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__28_acb6b877_31a3_4ce0_a911_adbf75]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_bedcad76_88d3_4cce_951e_f7ddc8]$24,886
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_aee9742e_fe18_41bb_86e3_8da182]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__13_e450ddeb_b9c1_483b_bdc1_9194cec]Office for Family Independence - District 0453
[bookmark: _PAR__14_451701b5_7a61_43f7_98cf_eddc16e]Initiative: Provides funding to establish 4 Eligibility Specialist positions to handle increased caseload.
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_6cb061fc_9bef_44f9_a592_de7f823][bookmark: _LINE__32_46395d11_0ec1_4dc5_a360_3046f0]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_85b25e06_e5a7_4a55_aa5f_cdd597]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_432bb24c_fbe9_4920_baed_2666f4]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_924cc30f_6776_443d_a5c8_c7544b]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_522bc5c3_5c3b_42d6_8241_64a58d]$83,152
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_fb312860_3cb9_4100_8ab5_44a74e]$87,173

	[bookmark: _LINE__34_f5b918be_41de_4f69_b08f_fe633d]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_9f7367a1_19ee_464a_918d_71a211]$6,537
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_b1d84569_e6d1_48f0_bf54_62969b]$6,537

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_e1e78f38_cbdb_4100_8e0f_81855e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_d5d8a9a4_2766_4f59_a0d4_845b07]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_5c02d226_bb2c_4434_ba8d_e9843f]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_0d0bb8dd_0d36_4aaa_b5f0_08ef60]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_550ca47a_e93d_4c79_a727_cae549]$89,689
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_45250e2b_5518_4b12_b6a0_37b7d7]$93,710


[bookmark: _PAR__16_ac6ebb54_c7b5_4d75_ae8a_d9900e4] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__17_cffb3a7b_ee58_4215_bdae_d66a13b][bookmark: _LINE__38_d2abee2c_cc91_4ba4_b4a2_c918f3]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_662b5676_9840_46c8_90d6_c128f2]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_93421c71_f47f_4cb6_b2f2_7761f3]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_ea426865_7cf8_4128_b8fb_4c5672]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_790f15dc_c852_41d4_a303_f4c167]4.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_95bb107c_5fad_47d8_ba3c_0f0ea9]4.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_418e9aea_e590_4cba_bf67_965e23]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_bb7eacbb_63f7_462e_b821_f05e3a]$249,457
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_68a7aa2e_0bda_4492_907c_2ab112]$261,519

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_1849be3b_bb09_48db_a583_eede8a]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_a0f38916_c9a3_45cb_9022_7fe50b]$26,104
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_469c99a2_7f3c_414a_aafc_a88bf6]$26,395

	[bookmark: _LINE__42_788eb2de_d399_4f98_9ec5_342be6] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_7074dd6b_c2b3_4448_b881_a51e23]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__42_ba009d3a_bd46_4e89_921f_e8ab50]__________

	[bookmark: _PAGE__4_a69669a5_5ca6_43b4_bff5_f0f9b9b][bookmark: _PAR__2_201975e1_ffbe_4bfe_8789_fd016bcb][bookmark: _LINE__1_a4f46a47_e56c_442a_84de_d86da89]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_a45bb843_7474_4097_801d_569cc8c]$275,561
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_3efba3fe_feae_43a4_9e2f_1fed443]$287,914


[bookmark: _PAR__3_e10e1ba8_5384_4f59_bf41_4ba09422] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_5aae3065_9dc9_4ef5_b715_bccc8209][bookmark: _LINE__3_52f0b72e_4352_469c_8396_bffca38][bookmark: _LINE__4_de716017_bab8_46d1_b7c1_e28bb7c]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_4ca14492_779e_451b_a8c7_fa36bee] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_e08abf77_b3f3_47ac_b0c1_c5ad56c] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_6e67d8ab_64f1_48d2_b7e8_dc82534]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_4d23fa54_207a_4f94_b3bb_72fbc62]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_caea5f5c_c0fd_4b5c_957f_971f2ef]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_a2373d3b_2281_4c4a_a610_7ac4cbf] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_e4d61dd1_8e3d_448d_9e3d_019d187] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_6ac4137c_738b_4902_9619_e696f5d] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_3205c0ce_eb07_4d3f_939a_7910a09]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_976e796e_e70e_42ad_b828_79d8b2c]$4,426,831
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_cc1809d0_8e77_423d_b99e_b1c2a96]$33,095,019

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_65702053_5490_42af_ad05_b7b1088]FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_08c5bb1e_7a08_499c_bbdd_fd5421a]$5,848,798
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_ee8743f5_484b_48e4_97b1_148f92a]$43,261,931

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_a48487dc_b5df_4154_aaba_81009dd]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_a44f7099_6480_47bb_b6fd_2a4fdbb]$300,447
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_b43703f4_8c12_428f_93c6_1d5d34a]$287,914

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_351a45b9_0e13_4dd0_b729_bc4d0b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_8ac200bb_dc3f_46cb_ae0a_b07bd2]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_39fd9577_4bc4_41ce_8242_de7f72]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_293d1164_01da_48bf_8ae5_906c46]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_738fddd2_82ac_4c81_8139_369e6e]$10,576,076
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_96bec950_d47f_4a48_b32b_356927]$76,644,864


[bookmark: _PAR__5_9fa4b7ef_d173_433f_948e_3c217254]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__80d3d7fe_ab9c_47ea_baa1_f8][bookmark: _PAR__6_cde0f67f_e2b1_4d1a_bc77_93bafee6]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ec4581b8_5c64_440c_8b7c_ef1e5e][bookmark: _PAR__7_af60c591_54ce_43d8_9ac9_54f32ba2]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e2a9f6c1_eb24_447b_b703_3d888153]This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  It amends the laws governing the elderly low-cost drug program to remove the asset test for eligibility and increases the household income eligibility level to 250% of the federal poverty level.  It removes from the bill the requirement to use income levels using the Elder Economic Security Standard Index to establish income eligibility under the Medicare savings program and replaces it with an increase in income eligibility levels using the federal poverty level.  It establishes income eligibility for qualified Medicare beneficiaries at no more than 185% of the federal poverty level and for qualified individuals at more than 185% and no more than 250% of the federal poverty level.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__065d7d55_9835_4e0][bookmark: _PAR__9_0d6c96b2_6d4d_4929_8e8b_f31f1150]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__10_815079df_ab29_48af_a123_307cf46](See attached)
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