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[bookmark: _PAR__10_ee57a475_a8de_492d_89c8_1ce53da]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 726, L.D. 980, “An Act To Establish Balance in the Governor's Emergency Powers”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0862e451_10c0_4f5f_bb67_8b][bookmark: _PAR__11_0ea32b9d_56c5_4e96_b1e2_42f3309]Amend the bill in section 1 in paragraph C in the first line (page 1, line 4 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "7" and inserting the following: '30'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__80c34337_93ef_47ea_8a19_83][bookmark: _PAR__12_6fd88acf_2ee6_4464_9a0e_a1d9ad7]Amend the bill by striking out all of sections 2 to 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_c193c6cf_9a64_4c18_bcdd_8453af6]'Sec. 2.  37-B MRSA §742, sub-§1, ¶F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_413b630b_2459_4adb_af52_0d09fc7]F.  The Governor, during the pendency of a state of emergency, may not reissue or renew an emergency proclamation, issue another emergency proclamation that is substantially similar to one that expired or reissue an emergency proclamation that the Legislature has terminated pursuant to paragraph G without approval of the Legislature pursuant to paragraph G, except that the Governor, based on significant changes in circumstances, may reimpose such an emergency proclamation for a single period of 3 days if the Governor calls upon the Legislature to reconsider the order and changed circumstances.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ff10025e_8284_47d7_89d4_0d][bookmark: _PAR__15_6c372afb_62e7_4b78_a65c_3dd4ef9]Sec. 3.  37-B MRSA §742, sub-§1, ¶G is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_2505ef5a_6057_4647_8362_38d9408]G.  After 30 days have elapsed from the issuance of an emergency proclamation by the Governor, all emergency powers revert to the Legislature.  Emergency proclamations may be extended or discontinued by the Legislature pursuant to this paragraph.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_48ced822_dd3a_4658_9033_184283c](1)  The Legislature may extend an emergency proclamation issued pursuant to this subsection up to a maximum of 30 days by a 2/3 majority vote in each House of the Legislature.  Additional 30-day extensions of the emergency proclamation may be approved, but only if done in compliance with this subparagraph.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_53bb71eb_54e2_44ea_8430_c9f8c18](2)  The Legislature may terminate an emergency proclamation issued pursuant to this subsection, in whole or in part, by a majority vote of each House.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b22cee85_fa44_42fc_aaac_8c][bookmark: _PAR__19_11c54e9f_9fa1_4537_ba5a_df6daee]Sec. 4.  37-B MRSA §742, sub-§1-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_ad4caa8d_f074_4786_bab6_f45c308][bookmark: _PAR__2_6073a8db_00ad_4a31_851f_3b7bf96d]1-A.  Limitation on emergency powers.  The exercise of any emergency power the Governor may have under the Constitution of Maine or the laws of this State that binds or regulates the public is limited as provided in this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_6ff06e49_ac4d_431b_a754_5b257b81]A.  As used in this subsection, "emergency order" means an order, decree, regulation or other mandate proclaimed or promulgated by the Governor under the authority to declare a state of emergency under the Constitution of Maine or laws of the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_94f45b31_6f60_4ee6_88cf_5ecb9ace]B.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, paragraph D or any other law to the contrary, an emergency order that is issued by the Governor that binds, curtails or infringes the rights of private parties must be narrowly tailored to serve a compelling health or safety purpose.  Each emergency order must be limited in duration, applicability and scope in order to reduce any infringement of individual liberty.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d6aa084a_e0cb_47a3_8852_76][bookmark: _PAR__5_c9811d8c_8f6c_458b_b0fe_ec895675]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__3815195c_007a_42a2_b3c7_7426b2][bookmark: _PAR__6_6aff2e09_e19e_43db_8180_a160a1f7]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7b180e78_2cbf_4ac6_b130_3c23a9b3]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, sets the term of an initial emergency order issued by the Governor to 30 days.  It requires a majority vote of each House of the Legislature to terminate an emergency order issued by the Governor.  It removes the language permitting debate and voting of the Legislature to be conducted by electronic or other means.  It removes the provision establishing the penalty of impeachment against the Governor for exceeding the Governor's authority to exercise emergency powers.  It removes language applying certain provisions of this bill to the acts of state and local officials and it removes an unnecessary recitation of state courts' jurisdiction over emergency orders.
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