132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Extend the Sunset Date of the Access to Justice Tax Credit
L.D. 883
An Act to Reduce the Tax Burden on Maine Citizens
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_277a4682_499b_43cf_a022_323189e]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 569, L.D. 883, “An Act to Reduce the Tax Burden on Maine Citizens”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2ed97c15_58f5_4236_b85d_ce][bookmark: _PAR__11_ae33783a_b084_4710_9a44_f7df64e]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e73582da_3aea_476a_be9f_4de9a22]'An Act to Extend the Sunset Date of the Access to Justice Tax Credit'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__58694593_375f_45ac_8c8c_60][bookmark: _PAR__13_05183f1f_0ddb_4427_85a1_d49779a]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_67653479_01b7_49b7_9d4d_7acd35d]'Sec. 1.  36 MRSA §5219-ZZ, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 473, §2 and reallocated by RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §48, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8f7bbc2c_efd1_40fc_9a90_3ddc1e5]3.  Eligibility limitation; certification.  The court may certify up to 5 eligible attorneys in each year from 2022 through 2027 2028. Additional attorneys may not be certified after 2027 2028.  The court shall annually, at year-end, verify that certified attorneys continue to be eligible for the credit under this section and shall decertify any attorney who ceases to meet the conditions of eligibility. The court shall notify the bureau whenever an attorney is certified or decertified. A decertified attorney ceases to be eligible for the credit under this section beginning with the tax year during which the attorney is decertified.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_e4b5e8fe_81fa_4bad_9900_ac405fa]Sec. 2.  36 MRSA §5219-ZZ, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 473, §2 and reallocated by RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §48, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_6b5b695c_513c_4ce9_afdb_a50cef9][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8a45105c_eaa1_4a96_87e4_3cc][bookmark: _PAGE__2_ff0138fb_15b4_4e16_9dcb_7a41032][bookmark: _PAR__2_84ee375e_7746_4707_83b1_3c18af5a]5.  Report; review.  By February 15, 2027, the court or its designee shall submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters a report that identifies the number of eligible attorneys claiming the credit under this section each year in which the credit is available and identifies the underserved areas where those attorneys practice. The report must also provide a recommended definition of "underserved area" for purposes of the credit under this section, together with a list of the locations that would meet that definition, and a recommendation as to the number of eligible attorneys that may be certified each year. The committee shall review the report and determine the effectiveness of the credit in expanding legal services to underserved areas.  The committee may submit legislation to the First Regular Session of the 133rd Legislature in 2027 related to the report.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6bd52b84_27af_43c2_bd05_f5][bookmark: _PAR__3_fe924fad_f868_412e_b84f_b3b550b0]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__03d013e3_51f5_4919_965e_dc97d2][bookmark: _PAR__4_14884650_4dc5_4675_b8a3_438bef61]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_2d681f3e_647e_48b7_97d5_15b1299b]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, changes the title and extends the sunset date for the access to justice tax credit through 2028. The amendment allows the report required to be submitted by the court to alternatively be submitted by the court's designee. It also requires that the report provide a recommended definition of "underserved area" for purposes of the tax credit, together with a list of locations that would meet that definition, and a recommendation as to the number of eligible attorneys that may be certified each year.  
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__9161147a_661e_410][bookmark: _PAR__6_98059333_f1a4_47fb_b71d_c75395a9]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e5461d91_ef29_4c46_9e27_9909b261](See attached)
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