131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Reduce the Cost of Energy in Maine and Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions Through the Effective Use of Renewably Sourced Gas
L.D. 698
An Act Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Study the State Natural Gas Supply Pursuant to the Maine Energy Cost Reduction Act
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__c853a2cf_a10a_4cc3_804b_73][bookmark: _PAGE__1_d51b3558_4912_44a0_b90e_43af707][bookmark: _PAR__2_afa849ce_33e2_494f_a000_7fe069f6]L.D. 698
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3be1ba97_3339_41b0_98ad_f3d44108]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c5adb406_f8c3_47f3_8e36_1aacfbfd]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fe3ece75_e11d_47ec_aae7_64788da7]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_fe29942c_ed91_4fdc_a84c_e7c8ef29]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fca69c3d_0009_4aba_b93c_53e87d60]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_c3a3b639_c68d_4827_813f_d6241796]131ST LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a7a15ad6_ca3e_4f3c_8d54_e84e63cd]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2388c473_5b4e_4bb9_a310_d31d363]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 467, L.D. 698, “An Act Directing the Public Utilities Commission to Study the State Natural Gas Supply Pursuant to the Maine Energy Cost Reduction Act”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__caa20984_48eb_42ce_a43d_88][bookmark: _PAR__11_fbebaac4_29db_47d8_bfad_8ae6a3b]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5596167d_256e_4a7b_9eac_6d523aa]'An Act to Reduce the Cost of Energy in Maine and Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions Through the Effective Use of Renewably Sourced Gas'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1fdf3f6a_d4db_4b33_8163_dc][bookmark: _PAR__13_c103c3af_f942_4591_9914_737c36f]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_eb93c1db_ae78_4895_8075_efc98aa]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §1903, as amended by PL 2015, c. 445, §§3 and 4, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c3f1be15_35f7_4c15_b1a0_887fa3c]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §1909-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_5f918a0a_0a56_4c7e_a9f6_f6d5c9c]§1909-A.  Regional natural gas monitoring; commission intervention
[bookmark: _PAR__17_c766b863_3817_4648_8aa7_095eb2e]1. Federal Energy Regulatory Commission proceedings. The commission shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_51dfbbe9_6423_4a7b_af92_08c4279]A. Monitor proceedings at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission related to interstate natural gas transportation capacity in New England and the Northeast; and
[bookmark: _PAR__19_b6853fae_d78d_4aad_8700_1a70a9d]B. If the commission believes that intervention and participation in a proceeding described in paragraph A will best represent the interests of the State's electric and gas ratepayers, intervene and participate in the proceeding and seek to achieve a result that will ensure the lowest possible natural gas and electricity prices for consumers in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_0640fe07_33d0_4874_8826_74dab8e]2. Report. By December 31st of any year in which the commission has intervened and participated in a proceeding pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph B, the commission shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utility matters summarizing its participation.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_a2391b77_5a5e_4d64_91ab_5af4c74]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §1912, as amended by PL 2017, c. 22, §1, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__22_8781c69f_b5d0_4cc2_81cc_06268c1]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §4701-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_686bfd58_f3c1_436d_a542_427f904][bookmark: _PAR__2_83e30187_9eff_46b3_95fb_90a1648f]§4701-A.  Renewably sourced gas; authorized with commission approval
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c0eae6ae_2db4_49df_989b_93a2f9e6]1. Definition. For the purposes of this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following term has the following meaning.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_1b944f95_36dd_42a9_9675_40c81ed6]A. "Renewably sourced gas" means gas that the commission finds has been processed to meet pipeline, equipment and appliance quality standards to blend with or substitute for geologically derived natural gas and may include gas that: 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_052b4244_ad72_4f92_852b_89697473](1) Is produced by anaerobic digestion or gasification of agricultural waste, dairy or animal residual materials or landfill biomass material;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_bf612479_ff95_4ad1_9f79_d3f363c4](2) Is produced by wastewater treatment or other waste processes; or
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a935cfe5_9405_4312_bdcf_4da42695](3) Has a lower carbon content than natural gas, including but not limited to hydrogen gas.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_8eac793d_c960_4f0b_a053_057e85ee]2. Renewably sourced gas. Any gas utility may be authorized, subject to commission approval in accordance with subsection 3, to buy, sell, furnish, transport, store, distribute, dispose of or otherwise deal in renewably sourced gas with the same rights, privileges and limitations conferred or imposed upon it with respect to geologically or conventionally sourced natural gas and within the same territorial limitations within which it is authorized to deal in manufactured gas.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a05d2cdd_d8b4_45e6_ae02_f7c1cbf5]3. Commission approval. A gas utility may petition the commission to utilize renewably sourced gas in accordance with subsection 2. The commission may authorize the use of renewably sourced gas upon a finding that:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_de99ac47_2c99_46e1_9e68_b86888e]A. The gas utility will utilize the renewably sourced gas in a manner that is safe and reliable;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_fdd336be_ac22_4971_ab3a_ccb994c]B. The renewably sourced gas will be provided to customers at a just and reasonable rate; and
[bookmark: _PAR__12_500a91ab_9d8d_415d_a281_3615e78]C. Granting the authorization may reduce greenhouse gas emissions and help to meet the greenhouse gas emissions reduction levels set forth in Title 38, section 576-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8873bd93_2fcd_4a3f_bcba_0c1f131]Sec. 5. Requests for information; Public Utilities Commission. The Public Utilities Commission, after consultation with the Office of the Public Advocate, the Governor's Energy Office and the Efficiency Maine Trust, shall issue a request for information to appropriate stakeholders, organizations or other entities identified by the commission for the following information:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_4eb6e920_d926_46b1_bf8a_b9ea454]1. Whether there are any reasonable opportunities for the commission to explore and consider engaging in the execution of an energy cost reduction contract or a physical energy storage contract in accordance with the principles of beneficial electrification and the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, chapter 19; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_c289bda7_a238_4d6e_8798_f1e5856]2. Identification of existing and near-term replacement energy sources for natural gas in commercial and industrial uses, including when the replacement energy sources are expected to be available, the cost of those replacement energy sources and the steps needed to develop a cost-effective and reliable supply of such replacement energy sources.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7d8e0aa2_dd2e_4f92_bb38_4d5cded][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__9787c3da_1eaf_4769_8177_6ff][bookmark: _PAGE__3_f07385a9_9f5e_48dd_8a21_fb993fc][bookmark: _PAR__2_310e1fc0_21a6_4b6d_9fb9_11370d98]By February 1, 2024, the commission shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that includes a summary of the responses the commission received from its request for information, any actions the commission has taken, if any, as a result of the information submitted by respondents to the commission's request for information and any recommendations. The committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e0b88f05_6c6c_45c3_ac41_59][bookmark: _PAR__3_f5fef6ad_23d4_4adb_bca1_8c098c88]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__8532a65a_6017_443f_9910_6a58e7][bookmark: _PAR__4_0a217d53_c5e0_45f8_aa01_afdda088]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c150f080_0082_4207_a216_fcf06697]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft. It repeals the section of law establishing the legislative findings in the Maine Energy Cost Reduction Act. It requires the Public Utilities Commission to monitor proceedings at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission and intervene and participate in those proceedings related to interstate natural gas transmission capacity in New England and the Northeast that could affect natural gas prices in the State if the commission believes that intervention and participation will best represent the interests of the State's electric and gas ratepayers.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_8d02aeb6_badd_4dc2_b21b_1b4abc88]The amendment repeals the section of law that prohibits the commission from executing a contract for physical energy storage after June 1, 2017 and a contract for energy cost reduction after December 31, 2020.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3ae44cac_ae73_41d2_a6f6_ea7c7b66]The amendment provides that a gas utility may petition the commission to utilize renewably sourced gas, and the commission may authorize the use of renewably sourced gas upon a finding that the utility's proposed use of the renewably sourced gas is safe and reliable, that its use can be provided to customers at a just and reasonable rate and that it may reduce greenhouse gas emissions to meet the greenhouse gas emissions reduction levels. It also defines "renewably sourced gas."
[bookmark: _PAR__8_9793ea8e_2e8f_46af_b99a_d626fd5e]The amendment requires the commission to issue a request for information after consultation with the Office of the Public Advocate, the Governor's Energy Office and the Efficiency Maine Trust regarding reasonable opportunities for the commission to explore and consider engaging in the execution of an energy cost reduction contract or a physical energy storage contract. The commission's request for information must also seek identification of existing and near-term replacement energy sources for natural gas in commercial and industrial uses, including when the replacement energy sources are expected to be available, the cost of those replacement energy sources and the steps needed to develop a cost-effective and reliable supply of such replacement energy sources. The commission must submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by February 1, 2024 that includes a summary of the responses the commission received from its request for information, any actions taken by the commission as a result of the information received and any recommendations.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__c58377bc_feb4_4a0][bookmark: _PAR__9_ff07aea3_f8ad_418a_b772_596927ad]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__10_f6bbbc3c_53aa_49b4_8914_ff39f3f](See attached)
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