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L.D. 629
Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To Study Improving Safety and Provide Protection from Violence for Health Care Workers in Hospitals and Mental Health Care Providers
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_ca4afa8e_a741_4d5e_be50_79afd7f]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 465, L.D. 629, “Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To Study Improving Safety and Provide Protection from Violence for Health Care Workers in Hospitals and Mental Health Care Providers”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2c726684_ee2f_45cd_99a9_44][bookmark: _PAR__11_e66297f0_8b4d_4a75_a5df_a8faee9]Amend the resolve by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_11be05df_f1f8_4dfb_a266_d55807b]'Resolve, To Establish the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9293a9cd_8160_49e3_a0c1_5d][bookmark: _PAR__13_6f658325_16fb_48db_b24c_ea1bd4b]Amend the resolve by inserting after the title the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e86c490c_397a_4696_90a8_50b8938]'Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_68c495d1_9261_45b4_8c33_b3c1799]Whereas, the issue of violence against hospital and medical staff has increased in recent years; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f97dfd19_67dd_46ca_8f27_c5f0c00]Whereas, hospitals are unclear what the options are for prosecution when victims are unwilling to bring cases; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_69bf9078_45fd_42da_9bd1_da4e2f4]Whereas, the work of the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers needs to begin prior to 90 days after adjournment in order for the task force to have enough time to review the circumstances and make recommendations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__18_acd4a3b3_8e7a_4846_a416_e25d155]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e210227a_dc20_471a_9c31_ed][bookmark: _PAR__19_82782af2_6ce4_4707_bf86_7601173]Amend the resolve by striking out all of sections 1 and 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_2a69961e_28d7_4ff5_a428_ce671cc]'Sec. 1.  Task force established.  Resolved:  That the Task Force To Study the Process for Bringing Criminal Cases in Situations of Violence against Health Care Workers, referred to in this resolve as "the task force," is established.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__54ded8ec_f3a0_434a_8abb_aa][bookmark: _PAGE__2_a83434b7_412d_440b_82a8_c2095a9][bookmark: _PAR__2_fcad2672_a572_423d_bb89_289a507b]Sec. 2.  Task force membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the task force consists of 9 members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_71eb6be1_e9bd_4cfe_a7be_aa67c21f]1.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_9d22146b_7cdd_4944_9ea2_48344286]2.  Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_723f7253_ffcd_41f4_83c2_1dc090e8]3.  Two members who are representatives of entities knowledgeable about or involved in providing hospital, medical or mental health services, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_8c39780a_caa8_4543_b81d_05f8e3b2]4.  Two members who are representatives of entities knowledgeable about or involved in providing hospital, medical or mental health services, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0ff0e6fb_d90a_4c5f_806a_13a57898]5.  One member representing law enforcement officers, appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_3c1dadb4_be2f_4630_8199_a0528eaa]The task force shall also invite 2 members of the judicial branch and 2 members representing district attorneys designated by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court to serve as members of the task force.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eae92f6d_a196_4573_93ba_1a][bookmark: _PAR__9_8a1b9532_79a9_4959_96e5_65785e8f]Amend the resolve by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_8cc676e5_63a1_483b_8c68_8463422]'Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the task force shall review the process by which criminal cases may be brought related to incidents of violence in hospitals and other health care facilities and settings, in particular, incidents of violence involving patients or individuals related to patients assaulting hospital or medical staff.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c56e8cb5_10fb_46a5_b660_c4][bookmark: _PAR__11_0c0a1a4d_e08b_48bf_8aac_b2ba1b3]Amend the resolve in section 7 in the 3rd line (page 1, line 37 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "for presentation" and inserting the following: 'to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety.  The joint standing committee is authorized to report out legislation'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__38a25d85_15a8_432f_8bb7_0a][bookmark: _PAR__12_8b48f325_8cba_42fa_b604_b2828cf]Amend the resolve by adding before the summary the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_7e6f16b0_0c39_4564_9923_113dcf2]'Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9fc24986_dd7a_40a0_bbcc_0f][bookmark: _PAR__14_76d7ced3_1425_4fc5_9f6b_6bd84d6]Amend the resolve by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4f3308e6_d6df_4522_91b2_17be7e][bookmark: _PAR__15_f8e48308_d2e0_4c21_840f_305dc7e]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f6b9bed0_afd0_4ba3_8d03_b9a28ae]This amendment makes the following changes to the task force.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_337736da_72b1_4a3f_b273_8b3d717]1.  It changes the name and duties of the task force to require it to study the process by which criminal cases may be brought related to incidents of violence in hospitals and other health care facilities and settings.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_01773495_bf36_47b0_88df_0cb527a]2.  It changes the membership to reduce the number of House of Representatives members by one and include a member representing law enforcement officers and 4 invited members representing the judicial branch and district attorneys.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_1a5e4796_f9ca_4a4f_99b5_98813f9][bookmark: _PAR__2_ec80fc00_f001_4566_a5fa_806547d0]3.  It requires the task force to submit its report to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety, which is authorized to report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature.
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