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[bookmark: _PAR__10_763f00db_e964_4962_b2f3_641184d]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 452, L.D. 683, “An Act to Reduce Electricity Rates”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8a763c1b_9499_4b4d_827a_37][bookmark: _PAR__11_f255ba27_ecea_487b_b787_e092dca]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_dd7cdbd7_7020_46e5_af3f_61b3206]'An Act to Reduce Electricity Rates Through Changes to the State's Net Energy Billing Programs'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__15184cc2_29fb_4209_b92d_4e][bookmark: _PAR__13_ad2427a2_d03f_4e15_a4b0_8c205ca]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_f74b51b2_0ce0_4ed3_a66b_89b47bd]'Sec. 1.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§6-A, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7b8f54d5_3bca_4c95_851f_b6177ee]6-A.  Distributed Solar and Energy Storage Program.  The Distributed Solar and Energy Storage Program, referred to in this subsection as "the program," is established to provide funding to foster the continued growth of cost-effective distributed solar facilities and energy storage systems in this State.  The office, as funding allows, shall develop the program no later than July 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_306c2927_7f94_4d39_957c_5a86c2c]A.  As used in this subsection, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_004bd081_5ecd_4fc7_b496_a563d54](1)  "Distributed solar facility" means a solar generating facility interconnected to a transmission and distribution utility as defined in Title 35‑A, section 102, subsection 20‑B.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_b6b31ff9_3099_433c_8cc0_f517f87](2)  "Energy storage system" has the same meaning as in Title 35‑A, section 3481, subsection 6.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_4709e595_89f9_4a37_a753_b1f67eb]B.  The program must be designed to obtain and provide available federal funds to support cost-effective distributed solar facilities and energy storage systems. The office shall consult with the Public Utilities Commission in developing and administering the program.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_14a0315e_5820_4fc2_a33a_a70dc10][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__50b63b6e_7d51_4cfe_a3f0_78b][bookmark: _PAGE__2_4436dab8_c827_48a8_869b_b9a390e][bookmark: _PAR__2_de5e0fdc_9eae_4dca_870f_3423415a]C.  In order to support the office's activities in administering the program, the office may request funds from the Public Utilities Commission for the office's administrative costs, which may include, but are not limited to, costs associated with hiring consultants and office personnel and contracting for technical analysis. Notwithstanding Title 35‑A, section 117, if the office requests funding in accordance with this paragraph, the commission may provide funding, to the extent available, from the Public Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund under section 117. If the Public Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund does not have sufficient funding, notwithstanding Title 35‑A, section 116, subsection 4, the commission may provide funding from the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund in accordance with this paragraph.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c5044dfe_a94b_453c_95dd_18d4fd34]D.  The office shall apply for available federal funds to fund the program, including, but not limited to, funds from the United States Environmental Protection Agency's Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund under 42 United States Code, Section 7434.  Nothing in this paragraph limits other uses of federal funds received by the office consistent with applicable federal requirements.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f9965ab4_177e_4b4d_8d44_edf38bee]E.  Except as provided in paragraph C, ratepayer funds may not be used to implement the program or to provide funding under the program to distributed solar facilities or energy storage systems.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_bfb0dfb5_4d58_47f9_a7f3_9cf348a6]F.  No later than January 15th of each year, the office shall provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters summarizing its activities under the program and evaluating the program's benefits and costs to ratepayers.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9c97afb4_ca9d_434f_ae24_ce34ae78]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3b9b0370_1aca_4fbd_819c_5a423a9b]2.  Financial interest required.  The Except as otherwise provided in this section, the commission shall allow a customer to participate in net energy billing if the customer has a financial interest in a distributed generation resource or in a generation resource that has a net energy billing arrangement on the effective date of this section, including facility ownership, a lease agreement or a power purchase agreement.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_6df751d4_bb35_45d8_b7a1_297efa22]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c20172a4_dacf_4e97_97e8_e67bb27e]2-A.  Net energy billing termination.  Except as provided in subsections 10 and 11 and notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, after December 31, 2044, a person may not participate in net energy billing under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_689fa6a6_0254_4a29_a100_f158807]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_2ad1946e_2e05_41cb_90ae_e00cb10][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__58e16aff_4fc3_4d22_8d7c_953][bookmark: _PAGE__3_537b0e1f_0e76_40cd_81d2_6e1cf62][bookmark: _PAR__2_f00bbae3_8b49_4693_a4e6_7b5a2010]3.  Shared financial interest for investor-owned utility customers; limitation.  Multiple customers of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility that have distinct billing accounts with that utility may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource under subsection 2.  Any number of Subject to the provisions specified in subsection 3-A, customers of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility with a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource may participate in net energy billing, except that the number of eligible customers or meters is limited to 10 for a shared financial interest in a distributed generation resource located in the service territory of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility located in an area administered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine or any successor of the independent system administrator for northern Maine unless the commission determines that the utility's billing system can accommodate more than 10 accounts or meters for the purpose of net energy billing.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ed5bd17c_ec25_48a3_a0db_9676f691]Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_01b42126_8ad9_4ff0_beb6_0da52fcb]3-A.  Shared financial interest for investor-owned utility customers; 20-customer limitation.  Beginning October 1, 2024, the following provisions apply.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_5031fab1_c7ec_4f10_8f60_287a783c]A.  Except as provided in paragraph B and subsection 10, no more than 20 customers of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource and participate in net energy billing under this section.  In order to qualify to participate in net energy billing under this paragraph, the distributed generation resource must be located on the same side of a meter as one of the customers sharing a financial interest and serve the electric load of that customer, and at least 50% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource must be allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_fceedf29_c94c_4dc8_9d32_674368e8]B. The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_494156dd_7e25_4d58_8100_4d2fa8ba](1) A customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2024; or
[bookmark: _PAR__8_81999583_670a_4427_b060_57c7ddab](2) A municipality participating in net energy billing under this section in connection with a distributed generation resource if the distributed generation resource is located on the same side of a meter as the municipality and serves the electric load of that municipality and at least 25% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that municipality. 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_8f86f481_d788_4afa_b9b9_70ada2c0]An amendment, revision or reissuance of an agreement under this subsection that occurs after October 1, 2024 may not be interpreted to affect the date on which the agreement was initially executed.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_ce948836_7741_4e2a_b733_8528d63]Sec. 6.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6bc4c9ef_e765_4d8a_bc58_a7007eb]4.  System size.  The Subject to the provisions specified in subsection 4-A, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for net energy billing must be less than 5 megawatts, except that, if a municipality is the customer participating in net energy billing, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource located in that municipality that may be used for the net energy billing may be 5 megawatts or more, as long as less than 5 megawatts of metered electricity from the resource is used for net energy billing.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_48475300_76a2_47c4_9a38_879f75e]Sec. 7.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_f3baa72c_865f_4d2b_9479_9037c3f]4-A.  System size beginning October 1, 2024.  Beginning October 1, 2024, the following provisions apply.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_de7ea134_b941_4fbd_b899_44a99e8][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__15191f95_2f07_42d1_9263_52c][bookmark: _PAGE__4_50790882_bb2a_4e03_ab23_4690112][bookmark: _PAR__2_8297762d_9832_472d_82f7_5acde8a6]A. Except as provided in paragraph B, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for net energy billing under this section may not be more than one megawatt, except that, if a municipality is the customer participating in net energy billing, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource located in that municipality that may be used for the net energy billing may be greater than one megawatt, as long as not more than one megawatt of metered electricity from the resource is used for net energy billing.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a6a7e44a_c864_40e0_b504_bd8d3ed6]B.  The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to a customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_a5cd3db3_69d6_4b7e_a6e2_25f57640]Sec. 8.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_7e2dfb26_1db7_439f_969f_83bef82b]9.  Applicability to projects between one megawatt and 2 megawatts greater than one megawatt and not more than 2 megawatts.  A distributed generation resource with a nameplate capacity of at least greater than one megawatt and not more than 2 megawatts may be used for net energy billing under this section only if the requirements of paragraph A are met.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_0a0552e1_5304_4e75_9f3e_b44624be]A.  On or before December 31, 2024, the proposed distributed generation resource must reach commercial operation by the date specified in the net energy billing agreement or by the date specified with an allowable modification to that agreement.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_378cef0c_14a6_4c76_95d2_bac8b22c]An entity proposing the development of a distributed generation resource that does not meet the requirement of this subsection may petition the commission for a good-cause exemption due to external delays outside of the entity's control, which the commission may grant if it finds that without the external delays the entity could reasonably have been expected to meet the requirement.  A distributed generation resource that receives a good-cause exemption may not be used for net energy billing under this section unless it has reached commercial operation by December 31, 2025.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b2e504bb_a0a2_4b2f_8199_d8ec75d9]Sec. 9.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§10 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_7321aaa6_e65d_40f3_906e_326acdda]10.  Consumer-owned small project exception; rules.  In accordance with this subsection, the commission may approve the use of a consumer-owned small project for net energy billing under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5291a8a8_05f2_4ecc_bafb_c4cdc2f]A. For the purposes of this subsection, "consumer-owned small project" means a distributed generation resource with a nameplate capacity of one megawatt or less that is wholly owned by the customers receiving the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource. 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_841a1cca_4aed_4f04_9736_7a068d5]B. A consumer-owned small project is not subject to the provisions established in subsections 2-A and 3-A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_455f12bf_2bd1_408b_9ffd_dc1dc66]C. The commission may not approve more than 10 consumer-owned small projects under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b79e3a0c_31b2_4eb6_9c59_265c254]D. The commission may adopt rules to implement this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_0efcb633_347a_41c5_8019_3907972]Nothing in this subsection prohibits the use of a distributed generation resource for net energy billing if that distributed generation resource qualifies for net energy billing under subsection 3-A or 4-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8090aef8_7e9a_4e38_988e_95c1ae2]Sec. 10.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§11 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAGE__5_246d2c6e_1984_429c_99cd_05c99fe][bookmark: _PAR__2_6e61ab37_3292_4051_8e00_78c7fdfa]11.  Single customer exception.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to the contrary, a distributed generation resource may be used for net energy billing if the distributed generation resource:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c13ad8b1_19f7_4e01_a450_406c0233]A. Is owned by a customer;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_56a568ec_6bfb_4ba6_91c0_5fc3822e]B. Is used to serve the electric load of that customer only; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_dd9adbab_e29e_4e68_9a5c_b68a4db7]C. Meets the criterion that 100% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4c91552a_b8e5_4ac6_9329_f78522fb]Sec. 11.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c7308460_4fcd_4b0e_b21d_bde0cff8]3.  System size.  The Subject to the provisions specified in subsection 3-A, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for net energy billing under this section must be less than 5 megawatts.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_b3c3c408_e5cc_49aa_af15_de6cd0dc]Sec. 12.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_21483759_3f35_467c_80e1_6136712b]3-A.  System size beginning October 1, 2024.  Beginning October 1, 2024, the following provisions apply.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_2c1e558e_027c_42b8_8234_2c7ad17]A.  Except as provided in paragraph B, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for net energy billing under this section may not be more than one megawatt.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_6b670102_3075_4609_acbf_f4e11b9]B.  The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to a customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_778187f7_f2be_493d_ab14_a99f7cf]Sec. 13.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_999776dc_7f6e_49a3_955c_6fcd207]4.  Shared financial interest for investor-owned utility customers; limitation.  Multiple commercial or institutional customers that have distinct billing accounts with an investor‑owned transmission and distribution utility may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource under subsection 2.  Any number of Subject to the provisions specified in subsection 4-A, commercial or institutional customers may participate in net energy billing with a shared interest in a distributed generation resource, except that the number of customers or meters is limited to 10 for a shared interest in a distributed generation resource located in the service territory of an investor‑owned transmission and distribution utility located in an area administered by the independent system administrator for northern Maine or any successor of the independent system administrator for northern Maine unless the commission determines that the utility's billing system can accommodate more than 10 accounts or meters for the purpose of net energy billing.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_605f986d_0f1f_4d11_8d71_dd02953]Sec. 14.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_2c99bf6e_ba00_46ec_b3f1_b9a7ef7]4-A.  Shared financial interest for investor-owned transmission and distribution utility; 20-customer limitation.  Beginning October 1, 2024, the following provisions apply.
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_16ecfe9b_d9a7_42ae_bcc8_d8f3f5a][bookmark: _PAR__2_2e9d57c9_71a6_4c8f_ad30_8da225af]A.  Except as provided in paragraph B, no more than 20 customers of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource and participate in net energy billing under this section.  In order to qualify to participate in net energy billing under this paragraph, the distributed generation resource must be located on the same side of a meter as one of the customers sharing a financial interest and serve the electric load of that customer, and at least 50% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource must be allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0c5018eb_1548_4838_9a2d_10013781]B.  The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f41896f8_5501_4072_901a_e17525a2](1)  A customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2024; or
[bookmark: _PAR__5_0f35288e_679f_4e47_b666_cbc6f89d](2)  A municipality participating in net energy billing under this section in connection with a distributed generation resource if the distributed generation resource is located on the same side of a meter as the municipality and serves the electric load of that municipality and at least 25% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that municipality.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a3f0fe0b_d358_4d87_91b1_cc91cf64]An amendment, revision or reissuance of an agreement under this subsection that occurs after October 1, 2024 may not be interpreted to affect the date on which the agreement was initially executed.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_2865f049_8af5_41cb_ad72_6205adb6]Sec. 15.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§5, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e1452b84_7815_4fdf_a243_e932c58c]D.  A customer participating in the program who remains eligible to participate in the program must be allowed to receive a bill credit based on the tariff rate for a period of no less than 20 years from the date of first receiving the credit or until December 31, 2044, whichever occurs first.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5e0ca157_5f26_48a1_969f_454cb1e4]Sec. 16.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§5-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b09eef2c_1d18_43e2_8c12_93ab4df]5-A.  Net energy billing termination.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, after December 31, 2044 a person may not participate in net energy billing under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_bcce3613_cbd0_45de_ac16_706f714]Sec. 17.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §4, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_13ce8243_e723_4166_85ae_fbcdead]Sec. 18.  35-A MRSA §3209-C, sub-§2, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_09e15735_1cca_43ac_a71c_1ce638b][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__aef28c72_4a4c_42b1_8c01_c8b][bookmark: _PAGE__7_cdb35b6d_4c55_4b9e_871f_a7dcfe7][bookmark: _PAR__2_05fa2679_ddef_41b5_989d_d8ae22a5]B.  The commission shall allocate to each investor-owned transmission and distribution utility its pro rata share of net energy billing costs. If the commission finds that a benefit of distributed generation under net energy billing provides a monetized net financial benefit to an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility that the commission does not otherwise account for when setting rates for the utility, the net financial benefit must be applied to offset the net energy billing costs allocated under this paragraph. The allocation must be based on each utility's total retail kilowatt-hour energy sales to ratepayers that pay net energy billing costs. The commission may determine the means to be used for the allocation required under this subsection, and those means may include the direct transfer of funds between transmission and distribution utilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_46ecc750_f293_4ee0_b9ed_b0092c04]Sec. 19.  35-A MRSA §3209-D, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §6, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0b738ca1_b043_4338_81aa_2fe819b1]2.  Competitive solicitations and initial procurement.  The commission shall conduct one or more competitive solicitations in order to select distributed generation resources for contracts under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9262a25f_6bfa_4d82_9e49_47d8df35]A.  No later than November 1, 2024, the commission shall initiate the first competitive solicitation in order to select distributed generation resources for contracts pursuant to this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6d309e0a_54c6_4ee8_89d5_7e7027a3]B.  The commission shall select for a contract under this section any bid relating to a distributed generation resource that the commission finds will result in substantial savings to ratepayers as compared to the cost of the distributed generation resource remaining in a net energy billing arrangement under section 3209-A or 3209-B. In reviewing bids and establishing a contract price under this subsection, the commission shall determine and consider the levelized cost of the energy that will be purchased under the contract.  
[bookmark: _PAR__7_6ef50fa8_d73b_4e9f_9055_bf1a5337]Sec. 20.  35-A MRSA §3209-E, sub-§1, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_cc259569_af54_4db2_a9e9_15a395c7]A.  "Distributed generation resource" has the same meaning as in section 3209‑D, subsection 1, paragraph A 3209-A, subsection 1, paragraph B.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_ddd80840_11e1_443f_beee_391eccd4]Sec. 21.  35-A MRSA §3209-F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_59636ddf_c750_40ac_a758_1978a10]§3209-F.  Review of compensation; alteration
[bookmark: _PAR__11_0985ccf3_babb_455b_a488_33ea411]Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 3209-A and 3209-B, the commission may periodically review and alter by rule the amount of compensation, which may include a bill credit based on tariff rate, that a customer with a financial interest in a distributed generation resource receives as a result of participating in net energy billing in accordance with this section and section 101.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_831d5aa2_9d30_49df_b122_5b6bba0]1.  Review of compensation. The commission may periodically review and alter by rule the amount of compensation, which may include a bill credit based on the tariff rate, that a customer with a financial interest in a distributed generation resource receives as a result of participating in net energy billing under section 3209-A or 3209-B.  In making any alteration under this section, the commission shall use a standard or representative distributed generation resource to assess the amount of compensation provided under section 3209-A or 3209-B and shall ensure that any alteration provides a reasonable opportunity for the recovery of reasonable costs, as determined by the commission, and a reasonable rate of return. The commission may not increase any compensation above the lowest amount that would be received under section 3209-B. 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_8a039df0_1d75_46a6_ab4e_a01e790]2. Alteration. The commission may modify by rule the requirements under section 3209-A or 3209-B to the extent necessary to allow the State or a distributed generation resource participating in a net energy billing arrangement under section 3209-A or 3209-B to qualify for federal grants or subsidies that benefit ratepayers in this State.
[bookmark: _PAGE__8_67c19ab6_ca56_46f8_bd27_2c8fbce][bookmark: _PAR__2_e7682e33_b6f8_426b_864a_1e4f32db]3. Rules. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__496d1189_fb62_4597_aecd_e9][bookmark: _PAR__3_28af4d3a_5c67_4e3c_81f0_71f41af8]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__382aaace_c774_4f7c_a3af_9bc4f5][bookmark: _PAR__4_bcccc01e_648e_4e7e_a1a1_066a2095]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6e04e2e7_f4cb_4f83_aa4c_eb427e28]This amendment replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title. The amendment does the following. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a329515c_a5fd_4a13_8fd5_e1ea508a]1. It removes the language that authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to provide funds to the Governor’s Energy Office from the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund for the office’s administrative costs associated with the Distributed Solar and Energy Storage Program established by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 2, section 9, subsection 6-A and requires the office to provide an annual report on the program.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_7a947c61_6f34_4167_8098_568c807e]2. Beginning October 1, 2024, it limits the number of customers who may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource and participate in the kilowatt-hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs to 20 customers subject to certain conditions. It creates exceptions to the limitation for a customer participating in net energy billing pursuant to an agreement entered into prior to October 1, 2024 and for a municipality if the distributed generation resource is on the same side of the meter as the municipality and at least 25% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the municipality.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5676e26b_1920_4443_8ca0_75a22577]3. Beginning October 1, 2024, it limits the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for the kilowatt‑hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs to one megawatt or less, except the limitation does not apply to a customer participating in accordance with an agreement entered into prior to October 1, 2024. It also creates an exception to this limitation for a distributed generation resource in the kilowatt‑hour credit net energy billing program that applies if the distributed generation resource is owned by the customer and is used to serve the electric load of that customer only and 100% of the net energy billing credits associated with the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b541f5b2_d744_480b_baf1_7d1e5717]4. It provides that, after December 31, 2044, a person is prohibited from participating in the tariff rate net energy billing program and the kilowatt-hour credit net energy billing program, except that a person may participate in the kilowatt-hour credit net energy billing program beyond December 31, 2044 in connection with a project approved by the commission as described in Title 35-A, section 3209-A, subsection 10.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_b73ddbd9_6b2b_46a7_8a4f_6a7498e]5. It establishes limitations on participation in the kilowatt-hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs for distributed generation resources with a nameplate capacity of greater than one megawatt and not more than 2 megawatts.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ed2c9d61_d4ac_4351_8435_17dc5cb]6. It provides that a customer participating in the tariff rate net energy billing program who remains eligible to participate in the program may receive a bill credit based on the tariff rate for a period of no less than 20 years from the date of first receiving the credit or until December 31, 2044, whichever occurs first.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e197d22d_7a7b_4d37_bbbf_5bcc0fd][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__023b5a84_007e_4316_b5cd_0ea][bookmark: _PAGE__9_5b7926f2_a5e7_4825_8150_74df025][bookmark: _PAR__2_60ee66a1_bc0c_4ee0_a236_82846bd9]7. It removes the requirement that the commission apply any monetized net financial benefits that are not otherwise accounted for when setting rates to offset the net energy billing costs that may be allocated to the investor-owned transmission and distribution utility. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_901aede3_02eb_4ac5_b1a3_2766736f]8. It makes changes to the timing and selection requirements for the competitive solicitation and procurement required by Title 35-A, section 3209-D. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_ea8c3e19_7fa0_4710_9d5d_86fe03bf]9. It allows the commission to periodically review and by rule alter the amount of compensation that a customer with a financial interest in a distributed generation resource receives as a result of participating in net energy billing.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__e42ed69e_fba3_44e][bookmark: _PAR__5_3b8977f3_754f_4c9b_8d40_78ce1bc2]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d275169b_72c7_4242_8516_3593e1e5](See attached)
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