130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Restore Eelgrass Mapping and Enhance Salt Marsh Vegetation Mapping in the State
L.D. 593
An Act To Restore Regular Eelgrass Mapping in the State
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__4d3074a8_198c_4a98_aa0c_9a][bookmark: _PAGE__1_79dae404_ae91_4f08_a15c_3672288][bookmark: _PAR__2_0aa35558_8be7_49ef_a931_56f7c00c]L.D. 593
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1359925c_7a07_4505_86aa_2f0a778b]Date:	(Filing No. H-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4203d806_5423_4848_8dd1_63e23366]ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_4c521387_ed98_441d_80ba_711bde72]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_2961bd87_ae4c_4eac_9619_26f92a44]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_49b5fa10_a563_4968_b3cf_bd1ebccf]HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
[bookmark: _PAR__8_471b9f62_8b69_449a_b291_5fe33265]130TH LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_dc85506a_6e51_45b2_9f66_e606cdb9]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_036cbd84_33f2_4f11_818c_66a269f]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 436, L.D. 593, “An Act To Restore Regular Eelgrass Mapping in the State”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1811738d_a44a_4a03_8674_d1][bookmark: _PAR__11_b31c468c_f344_4457_990c_cfb6f47]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d7e4e493_402d_4e81_941d_c14e7d5]'An Act To Restore Eelgrass Mapping and Enhance Salt Marsh Vegetation Mapping in the State'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__cbba19c8_2f0a_4000_bf84_bb][bookmark: _PAR__13_be919a21_3338_44e4_b21a_7de59ff]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_6577ee92_998b_4d8f_8ea8_c225e6d]'Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §1805 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_1084b45c_60bb_4ede_88e5_fb0cf3a]§1805.  Eelgrass and salt marsh vegetation mapping
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f32a9372_88ba_48e4_945c_7f0fe85]In accordance with the requirements of this section and in consultation with the Department of Marine Resources, the department shall establish and administer an eelgrass and salt marsh vegetation mapping program.  For the purposes of this section, "eelgrass" means the flowering marine plant species Zostera marina that is primarily found in shallow, protected intertidal and subtidal locations in the State. For the purposes of this section, "salt marsh vegetation" means salt-tolerant vegetation that contains a mixture of graminoids and forbs and sometimes includes cordgrasses.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_af9a9903_f0d4_48ad_92ef_16a9e4e]1.  Mapping procedures.  The department shall in accordance with the schedule in subsection 3 facilitate the production and update of eelgrass and salt marsh vegetation distribution maps for eelgrass beds and salt marsh vegetation within the State.  The data collected and the maps produced and updated in accordance with this section must, to the maximum extent practicable, be compatible with the State's geographic information system.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_19fe66b7_43d8_4f1f_a63a_5fc5945]2.  Eelgrass and Salt Marsh Vegetation Mapping Fund.  The Eelgrass and Salt Marsh Vegetation Mapping Fund is created within the department as a nonlapsing dedicated fund to support the establishment and administration of the eelgrass and salt marsh vegetation mapping program required under this section.  The fund may accept revenue from grants, bequests, gifts or contributions from any source, public or private.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_39abec97_97ec_4ac4_bac7_fec1d0c][bookmark: _PAR__2_263427a2_1665_41e0_b00b_c3f492a8]3.  Mapping schedule.  The mapping of eelgrass beds and salt marsh vegetation required under this section must be conducted in accordance with the following schedule, as department resources allow.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c25d7202_af3c_4011_927f_b1c047a8]A.  No later than November 1, 2022, mapping must be completed for that portion of the coast from Phippsburg to St. George and must be updated every 5 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_8620999a_7ce6_4657_9cb4_2f2f94b5]B.  No later than November 1, 2023, mapping must be completed for that portion of the coast from St. George to Brooklin and must be updated every 5 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_831f4964_5a0f_4707_85bf_e7e70a59]C.  No later than November 1, 2024, mapping must be completed for that portion of the coast from Brooklin to Jonesport and must be updated every 5 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_3084f821_17ba_48ee_bfc8_3a2196cf]D.  No later than November 1, 2025, mapping must be completed for that portion of the coast from Jonesport to Calais and must be updated every 5 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_855d40a3_3092_42c0_97ed_a8116240]E.  No later than November 1, 2026, mapping must be completed for that portion of the coast from Eliot to Phippsburg and must be updated every 5 years thereafter.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_a3639829_a3cf_41f7_906c_61ad037b]4.  Availability of data and maps.  The department shall make available on its publicly accessible website the data collected and maps produced and updated under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b7ada764_a32d_419d_aea4_ae611029]5.  Report.  On or before March 1, 2023, and biennially thereafter, the department shall submit to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environmental and natural resources matters a report summarizing the data collected and maps produced and updated under this section and including an analysis, if available, of the changes to the eelgrass beds and salt marsh vegetation within the State that are demonstrated by the data collected and maps produced under this section.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b595ddc7_8969_439d_a9cd_ae][bookmark: _PAR__10_b686ee9b_7183_4f29_b99e_b5bba30]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a9230348_edfa_43dd_ac48_7a37aee]'Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_467fa52e_a7eb_4ad3_9290_8c90c38]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__13_29a862c2_3a81_4d20_bf8d_6fb23bf]Eelgrass and Salt Marsh Vegetation Mapping Fund  N302
[bookmark: _PAR__14_058f0076_26af_4c94_be99_58cdc84]Initiative: Provides an allocation to accept grants, bequests, gifts or contributions from any source, public or private, to support the administration of the eelgrass and salt marsh vegetation mapping program.
	[bookmark: _PAR__15_c08c0bfd_8ce4_4463_a552_6d9341b][bookmark: _LINE__30_fa692cdd_02bd_4c20_856c_ab1479]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_c7c6f409_cc20_4027_a73c_57a04a]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_ad349de0_9bf0_447f_8a67_4e821d]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_00694f01_07d3_4bbc_b877_0a9659]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_449ad47a_ad89_4287_842c_3bac18]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_5c5d14ac_b8db_4cd9_998c_806452]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_44e9f50c_b74c_4620_8392_610b2d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_c09eda22_988b_4c2e_aa42_f3f250]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_ad8cff20_6fb1_4aa8_9291_ed081c]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__33_9c0cba7b_537b_4701_9df8_989685]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_d711aac2_ad99_41a8_9f5a_e9a1b0]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__33_d202fcc7_8ee4_45ab_bc6e_5391a0]$500


[bookmark: _PAR__16_856654a3_fec1_464c_88e5_6d46645]Water Quality 0248
[bookmark: _PAR__17_d9cb3e2f_3452_430d_8528_b65ced2]Initiative: Provides appropriations for one Biologist II position and one Environmental Technician position and All Other costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__18_c26fa93e_106d_4ca2_befd_eca87d3][bookmark: _LINE__37_bc2f3c4d_d2b8_4e00_9462_421f82]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_725357f9_d714_457b_864d_443c81]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_c321bbb7_9a1b_4dc6_9159_76fbad]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_79142237_5644_4933_bc35_42f0ed]POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_9a5e8382_8d1f_463f_a832_f1d8b8]2.000
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_cf8b8c71_93e5_45d8_afc6_38a9ef]2.000

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_da1bc9ac_eb38_44af_9ffd_22f725]Personal Services
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_1472e39f_bc52_4783_b47b_5cd4ae]$191,551
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_a276cb63_a7e2_4f92_b4bc_d8fe2f]$195,382

	[bookmark: _LINE__40_39e87a21_9da1_49fe_8281_8e5a77]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_dca431ce_894c_4b8e_beba_8f8377]$6,292
	[bookmark: _LINE__40_5478c193_9dd3_420d_a3cc_a513c2]$6,418

	[bookmark: _LINE__41_2287a984_e218_4914_9b58_7082e4] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_517de5cf_675b_44fd_9284_ed424e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_97ccb3fd_5d9e_4c9d_890c_064652]__________

	[bookmark: _PAGE__3_26393676_e71c_42cf_8d69_e5e4488][bookmark: _PAR__2_2ae4b620_53f4_4655_85b7_e6b5f220][bookmark: _LINE__1_6d4b7f01_e736_4272_b275_ea84813]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_3b261bac_78a1_444d_85c9_16f7f42]$197,843
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_88bebeaf_0835_486f_b31e_5945c3d]$201,800


[bookmark: _PAR__3_5b328349_bfe4_4d27_9c2b_dcb11568]Water Quality 0248
[bookmark: _PAR__4_dd9c43cf_8893_4503_9864_c58078be]Initiative: Provides appropriations for aerial imagery acquisition and processing and annual equipment maintenance and replacement.
	[bookmark: _PAR__5_0c6dcdf3_c4ea_450b_9804_24213de7][bookmark: _LINE__5_5598c0f3_eb90_4a1c_aa1d_7ee3623]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_ac12986e_ae3d_47e5_82f3_91c289e]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_29d25d73_9fe5_463d_8830_e69921e]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_504d23af_0eac_410e_9701_a9c4f5f]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_0a7a8775_8315_4ee9_bb7d_e61b451]$86,671
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_73b3884f_cb47_4383_98ab_d62f0d3]$129,825

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_06560d15_f6ad_4c95_b42d_7922982] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_c14e443e_c076_449c_be19_a2317db]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_8b3aa744_de5e_40f5_82b7_be6c6b8]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_2af529da_adf6_440b_9606_52d78cf]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_136755a6_bd7b_4589_a048_929ce3a]$86,671
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_19c11940_f307_4f9d_b6b6_163b162]$129,825


[bookmark: _PAR__6_af28f273_30f2_4031_949f_ff2d7ff1] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__7_0dc16412_a730_4e46_82d5_d354f100][bookmark: _LINE__10_cd2e9d4c_fb56_470d_ae3f_5156a9][bookmark: _LINE__11_a03c253f_fbe1_4f12_a178_225a0d]ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_7575e469_bcf9_4bf1_b470_f8b45e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_978ba673_562f_47a0_bae6_376e39] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__12_8d8673a0_9bf4_41c3_b86a_1ebda9]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_81ee6364_5304_4a5c_9a4e_91ef5c]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__12_103b94da_afed_4792_a145_bb486c]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__13_1b2ea033_dadc_4392_b34e_1a0cb2] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_b4dfe135_41eb_41e7_a1c0_69674b] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__13_e1f06983_2c6f_49bf_b97b_e69a50] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__14_c6b143ed_ff74_44e8_bb3d_e77bd1]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_7c435644_1a86_4e7e_9d0a_56bf84]$284,514
	[bookmark: _LINE__14_cdba650a_a460_4a73_a072_0de03a]$331,625

	[bookmark: _LINE__15_59ea3a05_747b_4be7_b8f6_c6eaf4]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_b59a60b1_c466_4f78_a14e_0844e8]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__15_61003c17_c35c_444d_878f_c6a876]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__16_e90801ce_36ed_43f1_b32b_36f85e] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_caa4b924_164e_43a8_82fe_551999]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_c81063e4_aa26_4b5c_bb07_6e8b14]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_548fbfe1_6c95_48dd_a3e3_e709a1]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_f5895de1_7894_4fec_ba93_f0347c]$285,014
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_6f1e9c29_0f5b_4bd7_b0e0_3b4b57]$332,125


[bookmark: _PAR__8_7e24f323_05e7_4193_86b3_1785a902]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__709f1bd9_20e2_4a75_9996_15][bookmark: _PAR__9_7242e828_d345_4697_a3cc_d0c649ea]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__52073d84_6d8a_49f9_a154_43c439][bookmark: _PAR__10_f687b103_3c18_427b_adc7_96dce32]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__11_466dd0e7_2611_4d8f_b24e_ef39aaa]This amendment changes the title and, in addition to eelgrass, requires the Department of Environmental Protection, in consultation with the Department of Marine Resources, to establish and administer a program to regularly produce and update maps regarding the distribution of salt marsh vegetation in the State. It also provides a definition for "salt marsh vegetation."
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__6100980d_4799_489][bookmark: _PAR__12_394dcecb_c3e6_48e1_898c_de48605]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b3fee25b_4554_45b9_8b1a_9622ff0](See attached)
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