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[bookmark: _PAR__15_cc314a59_81bb_434a_93bb_6d38ed9]Sec. 2.  Ostomy equipment reimbursement rules.  By January 1, 2022, the Department of Health and Human Services shall amend its rules in Chapter 101: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 60 to implement the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3174-FFF and this section.  The department shall reimburse for ostomy equipment and supplies at no less than 85% of the 2021 federal Medicare reimbursement rate for the equipment and supplies as long as the rate is no lower than the rate reimbursed by the department as of January 1, 2021.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_22e842c4_fbd2_4d28_8323_2591d9ca]This amendment, which is the unanimous report of the committee, requires the Department of Health and Human Services to amend its rules in Chapter 101: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter II, Section 60 to reimburse ostomy equipment and supplies at no less than 85% of the federal Medicare reimbursement rate as long as the rate is no lower than the rate reimbursed by the department as of January 1, 2021.  The amendment removes the prohibition on requiring a prior authorization.  It also provides reimbursement for ostomy equipment and supplies when prescribed or recommended by an authorized health care practitioner, not just a physician.
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