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An Act Regarding Reimbursement to Hospitals for Patients Awaiting Placement in Nursing Facilities
L.D. 225
An Act to Expand the Reimbursement to Hospitals for Days Awaiting Placement in Facilities
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__67cf7326_d1b2_419b_a834_1e][bookmark: _PAR__11_79995f5c_62ca_453d_8bb5_5b22f53]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e790652d_ce22_4cdf_9a81_a9][bookmark: _PAR__13_a7ba8d14_dd39_44ab_bf2d_3db21e2]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b757eb34_7c4b_4ec6_ab9c_c99e20a]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3174-AAA, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 454, §1, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _PAR__16_f830da7a_7759_441d_a100_e216991]Beginning January 1, 2019, the The department shall provide reimbursement to hospitals other than critical access hospitals for each day after the 10th day that a MaineCare-eligible individual is in the care of a hospital while awaiting placement in a nursing facility.  The department shall reimburse hospitals prospectively at the statewide average rate per MaineCare member day for nursing facility services.  The department shall compute the statewide average rate per MaineCare member day based on the simple average of the nursing facility rate per MaineCare member day for the applicable state fiscal year or years prorated for the hospital's fiscal year.  Reimbursement for days awaiting placement pursuant to this section is limited to a maximum of $500,000 of combined General Fund funds and federal funds for each year.  For purposes of this section, "critical access hospital" has the same meaning as in section 7932, subsection 10.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_71655f6d_cb55_47db_aec8_b878a1f8]Initiative: Provides ongoing funding to continue payments for days that MaineCare-eligible individuals are awaiting placement in a nursing facility, as this legislation removes the provision that repeals the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3174-AAA on December 31, 2023.
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__19dd9db6_a507_4902_ad5f_49][bookmark: _PAR__8_59d63b05_e430_49ea_a126_02d42db1]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_dbf3330c_2df2_4ac2_bf76_827ed82]This amendment removes the provisions in the bill that require the Department of Health and Human Services to provide reimbursement to hospitals for MaineCare-eligible individuals awaiting placement in a residential care facility.  The amendment eliminates the current maximum limit of $500,000 a year for reimbursement to hospitals for MaineCare-eligible individuals awaiting placement in nursing facilities.  The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
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