130th Maine Legislature
An Act Relating to the Hunting of Antlerless Deer
L.D. 116
An Act To Allow the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife To Authorize the Hunting of Antlerless Deer without a Permit in Certain Areas
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_fdf9e14f_8fb1_4bc5_93fe_5f6644f]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to H.P. 82, L.D. 116, “An Act To Allow the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife To Authorize the Hunting of Antlerless Deer without a Permit in Certain Areas”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__47592cd0_fe3b_4898_b149_c3][bookmark: _PAR__11_a8d5e07c_e8fd_4b3a_9778_7ae1d5c]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a5a29ff4_c436_48b1_a8bc_ca1cd08]'An Act Relating to the Hunting of Antlerless Deer'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fa36d40d_8d43_405f_994f_31][bookmark: _PAR__13_fdcec024_1c4f_44c4_90d4_8dad5e1]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5b6b6df5_afff_44a5_a60d_22da2eb]'Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10264, 2nd ¶, as amended by PL 2021, c. 409, §6, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_fa3190ce_e06c_4422_96a3_50524ea]Notwithstanding section 10801, subsection 4, $2 of each deer registration fee collected under section 12301‑A, subsection 3, paragraph C must be deposited in the fund.  Fifty percent of the funds deposited in the fund from the deer registration fees must be used for predator control purposes and 50% of the deposited fees must be used to acquire or enhance deer habitat.  In addition, the revenue from each antlerless deer permit fee collected under section 11152, subsection 9, minus administrative costs, must be deposited in the fund.  The commissioner may accept and deposit into the fund monetary gifts, donations or other contributions from public or private sources for the purposes specified in this section. The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. The department shall report annually to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters on the fund and its utilization.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c9498bb7_2e5b_4536_819f_91425f1]Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §10902, sub-§6, ¶F, as amended by PL 2013, c. 538, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_dfcef932_c3f5_4c5a_84f1_36cb395]F.  Buying or selling deer, exceeding the bag limit on deer or hunting deer after having killed one, in violation of section 11217 or 11501 or unlawfully hunting or possessing an antlerless deer in a wildlife management district for which no antlerless deer permits have been issued in which the taking of antlerless deer is not allowed in violation of section 11152, subsection 1‑A;
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_8a2e51f2_47c9_4b61_9933_410c755][bookmark: _PAR__2_ce282882_3de9_454d_9656_e87c4321]Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §10953, sub-§1, ¶C, as amended by PL 2019, c. 98, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d7034b67_9736_4003_8994_e27366c5]C.  Hunt moose with a crossbow in areas of the State open to moose hunting during the open season on moose established by rule in section 11552, subsections 1 and 2 and according to the rules pertaining to moose hunting permits adopted by the commissioner for the protection of the moose resource under section 11551 and in accordance with the provisions of section 11601; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_646e5298_c917_4b5b_9799_86a665c4]Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §10953, sub-§1, ¶D, as amended by PL 2019, c. 98, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_9af29cf1_0e64_4be8_b100_68cef2ec]D.  Hunt deer with a crossbow during the open firearm season on deer as provided in section 11401;.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d52c6359_16c5_44dd_abe6_f63de148]Sec. 5.  12 MRSA §10953, sub-§1, ¶E, as amended by PL 2019, c. 637, §2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_8f3bf1e6_edef_4000_87c8_38845cd2]Sec. 6.  12 MRSA §10953, sub-§1, ¶F, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 98, §1, is repealed.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7709f4c1_0897_4163_ac9b_9eaead2b]Sec. 7.  12 MRSA §10953, sub-§1-C, as amended by PL 2019, c. 637, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b01da7e1_4df9_4833_b3cb_0b5622e8]1-C.  Hunting with a crossbow; 65 years of age or older.  A person 65 years of age or older who meets the eligibility requirements of sections 11105, 11106 and 11162 may hunt a wild bird or a wild animal with a crossbow during any open season on that wild bird or wild animal subject to this Part and may take an antlerless deer with a crossbow during the regular archery-only deer hunting season without an antlerless deer permit issued in accordance with section 11152.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_90d837fd_68fb_474f_acda_6f950e7]Sec. 8.  12 MRSA §11109-A, sub-§2-A, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 116, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a4f60abf_4ce7_4be0_a19f_0df8de0]2-A.  Antlerless deer permit.  A super pack license includes:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_ee6fa515_eb3c_47f2_b734_ea585b9]A.  An antlerless deer permit as provided under section 11152, except that it is valid only for antlerless deer in wildlife management districts in which at least 3,500 2,000 antlerless deer permits are issued.  No more than 2.5% of those antlerless deer permits may be in the form of a super pack license. The commissioner shall implement a system for issuing antlerless deer permits under this paragraph; and
[bookmark: _PAR__13_d53347bf_39a3_4052_8c43_4e6e9e0]B.  An opportunity to enter a bonus antlerless-only an antlerless deer permit lottery established by the commissioner by rule pursuant to section 11152.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_72893f42_fe37_47cd_a21d_bf65dbf]If a super pack licensee obtains an antlerless deer permit pursuant to paragraph A, that person is not eligible to obtain an antlerless deer permit through an antlerless deer permit lottery established by the commissioner pursuant to section 11152.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8adbc138_3c61_4849_a426_c0251b8]Sec. 9.  12 MRSA §11109-A, sub-§3, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2007, c. 163, §1 and affected by §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c697fe79_d172_467d_9464_8ed95a0]A.  One deer during either the regular open firearm season or the regular archery-only archery season or the special muzzle-loading season in accordance with sections 11401, 11403 and 11404, respectively;
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_1ad3d23a_2a67_41b2_8f61_e1458d8][bookmark: _PAR__2_ea97a642_d448_4914_9391_5a833238]Sec. 10.  12 MRSA §11110, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2017, c. 379, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_00289e87_05fa_4e6f_b272_24797ed7]1.  Transfer permitted.  A person who has been assigned a designated hunting area, zone or season by the department for purposes of hunting a game animal moose may exchange that designated zone, area or season with another person assigned a different hunting zone, area or season for the same game animal for purposes of hunting that same game animal moose.  The department may assist in the exchange to ensure that the permit holders meet the requirements of section 10756, but the State bears no responsibility for enforcing the terms of the exchange between the permit holders.  The commissioner may adopt rules to implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_6c58e45f_7733_4ddc_9363_24dd4a25]Sec. 11.  12 MRSA §11152, as amended by PL 2019, c. 324, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_12f66b8b_096b_418e_a171_09fda6ec]§11152.  Antlerless deer; regulation and authority to issue permits
[bookmark: _PAR__6_d07540f9_f830_4a16_9ffc_df75680d]1.  Permit required.  Except as otherwise authorized pursuant to this Part, a person may not hunt antlerless deer as authorized in this section unless that person has a valid permit issued under this section or is hunting in an area that is designated by rule as open to the hunting of antlerless deer or either-sex deer without an antlerless deer permit.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_695df3f7_be19_4bb0_8bbc_8ed72328]A.  Each day a person violates this subsection that person commits a Class E crime for which a minimum fine of $50 and an amount equal to twice the applicable license fee must be imposed.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_873b8379_180c_4167_b015_56ec4931]1-A.  Antlerless deer in wildlife management districts with no permits issued.  Except as otherwise provided in this Part, a person may not hunt or possess an antlerless deer in a wildlife management district or a portion of a wildlife management district that does not have permits issued in which the taking of antlerless deer is not allowed.  A person may possess in one of those districts an antlerless deer that has been lawfully registered taken in another district where permits have been issued antlerless deer may be legally taken.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a608feff_0bcf_4e1b_9bf7_59466ec7]A person that violates this subsection commits a Class D crime for which a minimum fine of $1,000 must be imposed, and the court shall impose a sentencing alternative involving a term of imprisonment of at least 3 days, none of which may be suspended.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_e98eaa11_9450_41fd_bf34_989a41f]2.  Authority to regulate taking of antlerless deer.  The commissioner may regulate the taking of antlerless deer by rule within an area of the State as necessary to maintain deer populations in balance with available habitat if the demarcation of each area follows recognizable physical boundaries such as rivers, roads and railroad rights-of-way.  This subsection does not apply to a person with a special antlerless deer permit under subsection 7.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_208f6a46_f1b9_4cfa_9c9a_ab651fb]2-A.  Authority to regulate taking of antlerless deer in certain areas within wildlife management districts where no permits are issued.  The commissioner may by rule issue permits in a designated geographical area within a wildlife management district where no antlerless deer permits are issued to maintain balanced deer populations. A designated geographical area under this subsection may consist of an entire town or other area but must have a demarcation of the area that follows recognizable physical boundaries such as rivers, roads and railroad rights-of-way.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_7cc883b7_657e_447b_8619_8735c90][bookmark: _PAR__2_7a3cd9d7_1a78_4a0b_95f7_e7cc0e23]3.  Rulemaking.  The commissioner may adopt rules necessary for the administration, implementation, enforcement and interpretation of this section, except that the commissioner is not authorized to establish an antlerless deer permit system lottery unless otherwise specified in this section.  If the commissioner establishes by rule a lottery for issuing antlerless deer permits to eligible persons, the commissioner may also allow for the direct purchase of additional antlerless deer permits in certain wildlife management districts or portions of wildlife management districts as the commissioner finds necessary to maintain balanced deer populations.  The commissioner may appoint clerks or agents under section 10801 to process applications for permits issued under this section. A clerk or agent appointed by the commissioner to process applications shall charge a fee of $2 for each application processed by that clerk or agent under this section.  Rules adopted by the commissioner that provide for permits to be issued to nonresident hunters must provide that:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ed2254c4_f811_4030_a7c6_bbfef1ed]B.  No more than 15% of the antlerless deer permits issued in any one district or in any one zone may be issued to nonresident hunters.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_135748bc_b8a0_46b8_987d_7d7723ba]Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_acbf9974_84a7_4404_ba33_95cc77c8]4.  Landowner consideration.  An antlerless deer permit system lottery adopted by the commissioner pursuant to this section may include a provision giving special consideration to landowners who keep their lands open to hunting by the public.  As part of the special consideration to those landowners, the commissioner shall provide at least 25% of the available antlerless deer permits in a wildlife management district to eligible landowners that apply for an antlerless deer permit in that district.  Any 2 or more areas of land owned by the same person that are open for hunting and that would be contiguous except for being divided by one or more roads are considered contiguous for the purposes of determining landowner eligibility for special consideration under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a6b3c1b0_932c_456d_910f_5d549870]5.  Hunter permit transfers.  A resident may take an antlerless deer if another resident who holds a valid antlerless deer permit transfers the permit to that resident by identifying the name and address of the transferee on the permit as well as any other information reasonably requested by the commissioner and then returns the permit to the department prior to the start of the firearm season on deer.  A nonresident may take an antlerless deer if another nonresident who holds a valid antlerless deer permit transfers the permit to that nonresident by identifying the name and address of the transferee on the permit as well as any other information reasonably requested by the commissioner and then returns the permit to the department prior to the start of the firearm season on deer.  The commissioner shall record a transfer under this subsection and return the permit to the transferee.  A valid permit must be in the possession of the transferee in order for the transferee to take an antlerless deer.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5b3814c0_3ba5_402e_9d32_eb76afd4][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7c9e3e08_c5db_4ad5_acb9_d1e][bookmark: _PAGE__5_61170401_caf9_425f_8b95_5072176][bookmark: _PAR__2_532092b8_3ed1_4d08_b7e6_28eeb7de]5-A.  Permit transfer to junior hunter.  Notwithstanding subsection 5, a junior hunter may take an antlerless deer if another person who holds a valid antlerless deer permit transfers that permit to that junior hunter by identifying the name and address of the transferee on the permit as well as any other information reasonably requested by the commissioner and then returns the permit to the department at least 48 hours prior to the junior hunter's hunting antlerless deer.  Upon transfer of the antlerless deer permit to a junior hunter, the transferor may not hunt an antlerless deer pursuant to the transferred permit but remains eligible, unless otherwise prohibited, to take a deer other than an antlerless deer in accordance with this Part.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c8351ed6_8b14_49cf_8b87_b55efd76]The commissioner shall record a transfer under this subsection and return the permit to the transferee.  A valid permit must be in the possession of the transferee in order for the transferee to take an antlerless deer.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2de80de0_a12d_49e0_82cc_d28de66e]7.  Special antlerless deer permit.  The commissioner shall issue a special antlerless deer permit to an eligible person who has lost all or part of one or more lower limbs, not including a partial foot amputation, or is suffering from the permanent loss of use of both lower limbs.  The commissioner shall issue a permit upon application and after the applicant verifies that person's ambulatory disability with a letter signed by a physician confirming the person's condition.  A person who is issued a special antlerless deer permit under this subsection may take an antlerless deer in any part of the State open to the taking of antlerless deer pursuant to subsection 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_3c321276_7313_4655_befb_8608b249]8.  Junior hunter consideration.  An antlerless deer permit system lottery adopted by the commissioner pursuant to this section may include a provision giving special consideration to persons with a valid junior hunting license. As part of the special consideration to junior hunters, the commissioner shall provide at least 25% of the available antlerless deer permits in a wildlife management district to persons with a valid junior hunting license who apply for an antlerless deer permit in that district.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b2ed80ba_a1fb_43cd_9ebe_1a31848c]9.  Fee.  The fee for an antlerless deer permit is $12 for residents and nonresidents.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_61a4dc24_a2e6_4db6_9af7_6a0832b8]Sec. 12.  12 MRSA §11403, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2019, c. 325, §5, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0f360c52_8d1a_4a1b_b32e_299722e4]2.  Open archery season on deer.  The commissioner shall by rule establish a regular archery-only archery season beginning at least 30 days prior and extending to the beginning of the regular deer hunting season, as described in section 11401, subsection 1, paragraph A, for the purpose of hunting deer with bow and arrow only or crossbow.  During the regular archery-only archery season on deer the following restrictions apply.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a41f8bc4_d29e_4199_85d1_b7d68b00]A.  A person may not take a deer during a regular archery-only archery season unless that person uses a hand-held bow and broadhead arrow in accordance with section 11214, subsection 1, paragraph P or a crossbow in accordance with section 10953, subsection 3.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_bb81c7ba_7ab3_49ee_be4c_9967cf0]B.  A person may not carry firearms of any kind while hunting any species of wildlife with bow and arrow or crossbow during the regular archery-only archery season on deer.  This paragraph may not be construed to prohibit a person from carrying a concealed weapon in accordance with Title 25, section 2001‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_3ae714f1_f908_47d2_9c69_301d678]C.  Except as provided in section 11109‑A, subsection 3, if a person takes a deer with bow and arrow or crossbow during the regular archery-only archery season on deer, that person is precluded from further hunting for deer during that year except as otherwise provided in law or rule.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4d5c1312_762a_4393_8662_1ec9c44]D.  Except as provided in this subsection, the provisions of this Part concerning deer are applicable to the taking of deer with bow and arrow and crossbow, including the transportation, registration and possession of deer taken by this method these methods.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_9a6497cb_935d_468d_9aa5_093d691]A person who violates this subsection commits a Class E crime.
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_2b7b841f_bd80_435b_828a_26f3755][bookmark: _PAR__2_381bfcf0_f5f0_4497_8c8d_1e6e45c8]Sec. 13.  12 MRSA §11701, first ¶, as amended by PL 2019, c. 98, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_633d27e3_206a_488a_bb84_d3dd3077]The commissioner may establish open seasons for hunting wild turkeys, designate areas that are open to the taking of wild turkeys in any part of the State, prescribe the form and regulate the number of permits to be issued, determine the number and sex of the birds to be harvested, establish bag limits, establish permit eligibility requirements, establish legal hunting times, specify the types of weapons to be used during any open wild turkey hunting season and make any other rules that the commissioner considers necessary for the protection of the wild turkey resource.  The rules must permit the use of a crossbow during an open season for hunting wild turkey, except that a person may not hunt wild turkey with a crossbow during the fall open season on hunting wild turkey as established by the commissioner.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c6c40ab1_fd69_4cbb_9b5a_2e4d5787]Sec. 14.  Examination of crossbow laws.  The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall determine the statutory changes necessary to remove the distinction between hunting with a bow and arrow and crossbow. The department shall report the department's findings and recommendations on the necessary changes as well as the cost, timeline and impact of the changes to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters by January 3, 2023. The committee may report out a bill related to crossbows to the 131st Legislature in 2023.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8699f46a_4797_44e8_b4d5_33955340]Sec. 15.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_bab3494a_fb85_4bb6_96ec_94685097]INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAR__7_984c509a_dd21_4c66_9ecc_9391c6f7]Resource Management Services - Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 0534
[bookmark: _PAR__8_29227adc_4abb_49f4_9d87_a821b6e1]Initiative: Provides allocations to acquire or enhance deer habitat.
	[bookmark: _PAR__9_3ef6cd64_551d_4854_be94_57ebc59b][bookmark: _LINE__25_dffe0cf1_cfbf_4124_b3cc_d756f5]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_6a0f3c1e_0228_44d4_92b7_94c1b8]2021-22
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_88799715_8fcb_4eb9_b7b1_46071f]2022-23

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_1e031aff_1e60_49dd_a98e_89fb0d]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_133beccc_f5d6_4f6b_bb35_e74bdf]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_93962495_0c3a_4c43_9104_76c5de]$811,044

	[bookmark: _LINE__27_f6d77797_aeba_490e_982a_82dbb9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_fdd164aa_36bb_4092_811f_1e14d8]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__27_b4fd6c76_1a2d_49b8_adf4_b0b379]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__28_8d72562b_b2ef_4693_ac1d_386cda]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_513bb76a_643b_4d12_8b9a_d37f71]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__28_3b726af9_52be_4730_9670_27ec55]$811,044


[bookmark: _PAR__10_91280395_9e81_427e_9a11_19925d7]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dee88efb_d23a_43dc_bfa6_2b][bookmark: _PAR__11_8af49cda_75d8_4be4_8b5f_b1d63a9]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__4de04bad_c71a_421c_a0a6_daf849][bookmark: _PAR__12_18288508_9a4c_4203_b5d9_7264503]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__13_6496ed2b_0a5c_4312_8cc6_438fd53]This amendment adds the following provisions to the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e62a1176_4cb2_4522_bdba_6672cf0]1.  It creates a $12 antlerless deer permit fee. The revenue from the $12 antlerless deer permit fee, less administrative costs, is deposited in the Maine Deer Management Fund. 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_afef4472_9a59_42a3_b5c4_2b88d62]2.  It allows super pack license holders to use their antlerless deer permits in wildlife management areas where 2,000 or more antlerless permits are issued.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_174cc900_1aa2_4100_aa9f_af35b6f]3.  It eliminates swaps and transfers of permits for game animals, except moose. It eliminates resident hunter antlerless deer permit transfers and antlerless deer permit transfers to junior hunters.
[bookmark: _PAGE__7_30101482_34c6_42a4_9a76_4f48da0][bookmark: _PAR__2_78e88b35_305b_43c5_a4d9_9e59ecd5]4.  It repeals the provisions that temporarily permit the use of crossbows to hunt deer during the open archery season and turkey during the fall turkey season. Instead, the use of crossbows is allowed on an ongoing basis during the open archery season and during the fall turkey hunting season.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_458bea0d_83b9_4ab1_affb_f2cf794f]5.  It authorizes the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to allow hunters to take antlerless deer without an antlerless deer permit in certain areas of the State. The amendment provides that if the commissioner establishes by rule a lottery for issuing antlerless deer permits, the commissioner may also allow direct purchase of additional antlerless deer permits in certain areas of the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4da321c2_199f_480f_ba41_fcbfaf6e]6.  It directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to determine the statutory changes needed to remove the distinction between a crossbow and a bow and arrow for purposes of the hunting laws and to report these changes, along with the anticipated cost and timeline for the changes, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over inland fisheries and wildlife matters by January 3, 2023.  The committee is authorized to report out a bill related to crossbows to the 131st Legislature in 2023.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_6bd9d018_78bc_4388_9733_d3d5d14e]The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__38e0a37a_798d_477][bookmark: _PAR__6_aa0501c8_6cd2_49e3_932d_3ab37759]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__7_99be7672_85e8_44b4_a3f8_9954c516](See attached)
LR0098, item 2 - 130th Maine Legislature, page 2
