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An Act to Promote Equity in the Forest Products Industry by Allowing Commercial Wood Haulers to Be Eligible for Certain Sales Tax Exemptions and Refunds
L.D. 
An Act to Promote Equity in the Forest Products Industry by Allowing Commercial Wood Haulers to Be Eligible for Certain Sales Tax Exemptions and Refunds
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3f3e78f5_b795_4312_bc2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f9b4be0d_8c7d_460e_a5bd_f993][bookmark: _PAR__3_47b3af9b_995c_4afe_8013_829c6435][bookmark: _LINE__4_e588dd0a_8614_4b95_afb2_adce808][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a70c7231_4fe7_4769_b90][bookmark: _LINE__5_f1a595b7_17b7_48a8_a8d3_6ba5796][bookmark: _LINE__6_c61a1901_3038_455d_b4ba_9f4dd8c][bookmark: _LINE__7_b7dbb445_9bc6_4b62_8ab6_46ca739][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6263388_a1f7_4fed_b2][bookmark: _LINE__8_fac80af1_da56_40b6_8848_88e05d3][bookmark: _LINE__9_e2c09c7b_c94a_434b_b637_5f00eb7][bookmark: _LINE__10_89012f23_e28f_45a3_8458_35c46b][bookmark: _LINE__11_87cea334_0941_49a4_83c2_121200]B-1.  "Commercial wood harvesting" means the commercial severance and yarding of trees for sale or for processing into logs, pulpwood, bolt wood, wood chips, stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass or fuel wood or other products commonly known as forest products.  "Commercial wood harvesting" includes the commercial hauling of trees, logs, pulpwood, bolt wood, wood chips, stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass or fuel wood or other products commonly known as forest products to a facility that processes or uses trees, logs, pulpwood, bolt wood, wood chips, stud wood, poles, pilings, biomass or fuel wood or other products commonly known as forest products.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ad7762b0_d6c3_4ff1_8f93_fd41][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9ac49561_53d2_42e0_917][bookmark: _PAR__10_0b3f796d_d569_4428_b46a_ec6cddd][bookmark: _LINE__32_36e30d30_556a_489c_ac36_19ba0a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__65eb564c_d583_42a4_aa][bookmark: _LINE__33_695014cd_902e_4ebc_89b0_3a379a][bookmark: _LINE__34_810146f0_b745_4c5d_9ad6_e21e77][bookmark: _LINE__35_ec428381_c2d7_47bd_a1fc_23ef39][bookmark: _LINE__36_cd35936d_4da4_4e58_bdef_5d7375][bookmark: _LINE__37_10442e21_475b_42bc_bac6_578280]Any person, employer or employing unit as defined in Title 26, section 1043, subsection 10 that makes contributions or is eligible to receive benefits under Title 26, chapter 13, subchapter 7 or 6, respectively, and that purchases electricity or fuel, or that purchases or leases depreciable machinery or equipment, for use in commercial wood harvesting must be refunded the amount of sales tax paid upon presenting to the State Tax Assessor evidence that the purchase is eligible for refund under this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0755ae3e_fdf9_4b58_a59][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cad48104_f511_431a_bb87_cab6][bookmark: _PAR__11_037ffe2f_e3dc_4b80_971d_e69dac7][bookmark: _LINE__38_d3e6e029_be91_496b_97d8_1a00d4][bookmark: _LINE__39_44676c29_51ec_4567_a5e6_13c675][bookmark: _LINE__40_cd8157d7_c8d8_45df_85df_2c815f][bookmark: _LINE__41_e30b7acd_a46d_4ed4_bc94_dcdf69][bookmark: _LINE__42_3dc64312_6d2c_4bbe_b3e3_2a3461][bookmark: _LINE__43_7857d87e_666d_467c_80be_425e9b]Evidence required by the assessor may include a copy or copies of that portion of the purchaser's or lessee's most recent filing under the United States Internal Revenue Code that indicates that the purchaser or lessee is engaged in commercial agricultural production, commercial fishing, commercial aquacultural production or commercial wood harvesting and that the purchased machinery or equipment is depreciable for those purposes or would be depreciable for those purposes if owned by the lessee.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5f712547_3ffb_40f8_8b82][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5a3a69e7_95b8_420d_a281_010][bookmark: _PAR__4_dcc5c943_42ca_4641_8d33_13842e17][bookmark: _LINE__9_e748db11_13fa_49e2_b8d8_b8fe5bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bdc9fc08_dafc_4274_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5f595645_a752_476f_a0e][bookmark: _LINE__10_338f2004_0aeb_48d8_bfef_0ee5d8][bookmark: _LINE__11_80caef3f_cbed_4ec4_b583_190a1b][bookmark: _LINE__12_e5e1a41a_66bc_4529_8ac2_8779de][bookmark: _LINE__13_c578c780_0467_4350_8f5b_6a0c53][bookmark: _LINE__14_7053301d_f30f_4233_a9ac_08e763][bookmark: _LINE__15_0d249bff_c81f_4713_a8a5_67a4b7][bookmark: _LINE__16_94b24a0e_94b2_4e7a_a69e_4dac21][bookmark: _LINE__17_baf7f258_9515_46b3_89e1_e70ae9][bookmark: _LINE__18_d1c4c1a9_907a_45f8_9280_b5453c][bookmark: _LINE__19_90f7084b_0cb1_4a71_8e5f_d2abd8][bookmark: _LINE__20_125235a8_174f_4eb5_a22f_35b054][bookmark: _LINE__21_025ca202_8a35_4276_ad98_b6df66][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b999dd72_e2aa_4aee_ac][bookmark: _LINE__22_e81de687_43af_4bfc_aef8_ed2c1f][bookmark: _LINE__23_00a453c7_f315_4f37_887e_a9a0e0][bookmark: _LINE__24_0e008bcc_8ad1_40d5_8c38_d12436][bookmark: _LINE__25_80c5003f_d86b_4870_b9d5_17ede0]3.  Purchases made free of tax with certificate.  Sales tax need not be paid on the purchase of electricity, fuel or a single item of machinery or equipment if the purchaser has obtained a certificate from the assessor stating that the purchaser is engaged in commercial agricultural production, commercial fishing, commercial aquacultural production or commercial wood harvesting and authorizing the purchaser to purchase electricity, fuel or depreciable machinery and equipment without paying Maine sales tax.  The seller is required to obtain a copy of the certificate together with an affidavit as prescribed by the assessor, to be maintained in the seller's records, attesting to the qualification of the purchase for exemption pursuant to this section.  In order to qualify for this exemption, the electricity, fuel or depreciable machinery or equipment must be used directly in commercial agricultural production, commercial fishing, commercial aquacultural production or commercial wood harvesting.  In order to qualify for this exemption, the electricity or fuel must be used in qualifying activities, including support operations.  In order to qualify for this exemption for a purchaser engaged in commercial wood harvesting, the purchaser must be a person, employer or employing unit as defined in Title 26, section 1043, subsection 10 that makes contributions or is eligible to receive benefits under Title 26, chapter 13, subchapter 7 or 6, respectively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_9b08cbc9_f83b_4ccb_8376_7e8e6f88][bookmark: _LINE__27_694df5aa_4423_45fc_849a_6d8033][bookmark: _LINE__28_72687d5e_0def_4b37_9c07_4a0f9c][bookmark: _LINE__29_f3caae27_65ba_4b31_b22e_438d27][bookmark: _LINE__30_aa095c35_cb62_4cbf_8a6e_be16c5][bookmark: _LINE__31_b49d968b_a03f_4928_b60c_63304a][bookmark: _LINE__32_f055587d_61ac_4abc_a4b0_da9ad7][bookmark: _LINE__33_c7655a8c_59fe_44a5_8305_993381]This bill provides that commercial haulers of forest products are eligible for the sales tax exemption for purchases of electricity, fuel and depreciable machinery and equipment, including trucks, truck tractors and trailers.  It also provides that to be eligible for the sales tax exemption for purchases of electricity, fuel and depreciable machinery and equipment for use in commercial wood harvesting, a person, employer or employing unit must make contributions or be eligible to receive benefits under the laws governing unemployment compensation.
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