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An Act to Clarify the Definition of "Underground Facility" and Reduce Administrative Burdens Under the So-called Dig Safe Law
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__6567a25b_ef40_4044_b1e1_623d][bookmark: _PAR__8_92d2f01b_86b3_44f5_a239_427a4a14][bookmark: _LINE__21_f27af724_4e6f_492c_bc17_1231d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f5a6ae59_a23d_46d9_b83f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1921d9f_0f49_4e3c_a13](c)  The liquefied propane gas tank is located 25 feet or less from that structure.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e2c50340_cc9f][bookmark: _PAR__11_b3777cf6_9aec_4cae_bf55_6be3be9][bookmark: _LINE__32_b4310aef_1dd7_40b0_95d8_89751a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__232af104_8407_4e4d][bookmark: _LINE__33_16bbd6a7_5396_40a5_9cbd_3100e0][bookmark: _LINE__34_25184a82_d944_4ebc_9062_2b9da4][bookmark: _LINE__35_3c815774_65f1_4f0b_8435_c2d9cc][bookmark: _LINE__36_5f98adcc_f3f1_44a8_8e50_ab0e3f][bookmark: _LINE__37_8902c047_fb21_4dea_8a96_fe9ef7][bookmark: _LINE__38_d1610a1a_8bcf_4ae8_963f_014253]Sec. 3.  Public Utilities Commission; rules.  The Public Utilities Commission shall initiate rulemaking to amend its rule Chapter 895: Underground Facility Damage Prevention Requirements to reduce the administrative burdens for underground facility operators as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, section 3360-A, subsection 1, paragraph F.  Notwithstanding Title 23, section 3360-A, subsection 13, rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_0af1cded_ab99_4e4a_85ca_9535db3][bookmark: _LINE__40_803cce4b_4084_41d5_b2fc_17e5e8][bookmark: _LINE__41_3f51bbfa_86f6_4321_bc0b_4e3745]This bill is reported out by the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology pursuant to Resolve 2023, chapter 47, section 3. The bill does the following.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_f0929d86_d5f6_4b78_b620_c0dafb8][bookmark: _PAR__1_ffb677f0_c272_4b89_adb6_6f67ebb6][bookmark: _LINE__1_eec14d14_8ac0_456a_b940_c9ae23d][bookmark: _LINE__2_a5b76f99_27f2_40be_a41f_1a27e96][bookmark: _LINE__3_5ae83a68_8a80_4150_a096_35cb510]1. It provides that an underground facility includes any item of personal property buried or placed below ground for use in connection with the storage or conveyance of liquefied propane gas.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_e26d28e5_986c_4249_bcf0_9d795e6f][bookmark: _LINE__4_570b61a1_1a8c_41f5_b353_ba70df4][bookmark: _LINE__5_2c128103_d082_4a92_8f71_3da97f3][bookmark: _LINE__6_b16594bf_6866_42b6_9936_97df981][bookmark: _LINE__7_3202f0fb_61be_4088_b87e_d9056af][bookmark: _LINE__8_6d8c537e_1f86_4a01_ad63_8542632]2. It exempts from the definition of "underground facility" liquefied propane gas distribution systems that have underground pipes when that system is located on a residential lot that has no more than one structure connected by underground pipes to the liquefied propane gas distribution system, the structure has no more than 2 dwelling units and the liquefied propane gas tank is located 25 feet or less from the structure.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_faefedb6_e09a_45b4_9ef6_0cf52a87][bookmark: _LINE__11_c0d3817a_9833_4ac2_a05c_c70dd8][bookmark: _LINE__12_0db121b4_f4e8_4d0e_a109_820e17][bookmark: _LINE__13_53428d0e_188f_465d_967e_cbdc57][bookmark: _LINE__14_f18a6bb6_8f6b_4215_91c0_f74229]4. It directs the Public Utilities Commission to amend its rule Chapter 895: Underground Facility Damage Prevention Requirements to reduce the administrative burdens for underground facility operators under the so-called Dig Safe law and specifies that rules adopted for these purposes are routine technical rules.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_576ab5de_376a_49c3_846d_7743c830][bookmark: _LINE__15_b86a6d14_3105_45b1_a18e_86bd05][bookmark: _LINE__16_4f32f00d_8730_40f3_9825_2d04b0][bookmark: _LINE__17_43602c88_a350_4513_aad1_fbd5a4][bookmark: _LINE__18_c1959821_82ba_4f83_9b5d_70abbe][bookmark: _LINE__19_b409e949_5654_4f1b_b6a2_743e71][bookmark: _LINE__20_9f8a3550_c8ab_4c71_925f_b46691][bookmark: _LINE__21_9252fe7c_7fef_4568_ae34_67220e]The committee has not taken a position on the substance of the bill.  By reporting the bill out the committee is not suggesting and does not intend to suggest that it agrees or disagrees with any aspect of the bill. The committee is reporting the bill out for the sole purpose of having a bill printed that can be referred to the committee for an appropriate public hearing and subsequent processing in the normal course. The committee is taking this action to ensure clarity and transparency in the legislative review of the proposals contained in the bill.
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