131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Strengthen the Maine Veterans' Homes with Increased and Ongoing Funding
L.D. 
An Act to Strengthen the Maine Veterans' Homes with Increased and Ongoing Funding
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b99fa6ef_5d15_4ad9_af33_47ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f1f368df_edbd_450e_a7b][bookmark: _PAR__4_2eb3c587_7c94_42a8_b0a4_bbd7b7f0]Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, beginning September 1, 2024 and every September 1st thereafter, the State Controller shall transfer $3,135,000 from the General Fund to the Department of Health and Human Services, Nursing Facilities-MVH Other Special Revenue Funds account for payment to the Maine Veterans' Homes to support ongoing operations.  Beginning October 1, 2024 and every October 1st thereafter, the transfer amount in effect must be increased by the increase, if any, in the cost of living.  The increase in the cost of living must be measured by the percentage increase, if any, as of August of the previous year over the level as of August of the year preceding that year in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers, CPIW, for the Northeast Region, or its successor index, as published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics or its successor agency, with the amount of the increase rounded to the nearest multiple of $1.  Funds must be transferred to the Maine Veterans' Homes on or before January 15th of each year.
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[bookmark: _PAR__8_6bd6598b_1d9b_4559_8dd0_d02baf94]This bill requires the State Controller to transfer $3,135,000 from the General Fund to the Department of Health and Human Services, Nursing Facilities-MVH Other Special Revenue Funds account for payment to the Maine Veterans' Homes to support ongoing operations. The transfer amount must be increased annually by the increase in the cost of living. The bill also requires unencumbered appropriated funds for the Maine Veterans' Homes remaining at the end of each fiscal year to be deposited in the Maine Veterans' Homes Stabilization Fund.
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