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An Act to Protect Businesses from Fraudulent or Predatory Financial Settlements by Allowing Those Businesses Opportunities to Remove Architectural Barriers in Noncompliance with the Maine Human Rights Act
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b0d2a53f_d655_47f2_80ff_d535][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a4ed7db_d53a_4abf_b0f][bookmark: _PAR__4_36f45330_cb53_4495_8b3e_88ed7e80][bookmark: _LINE__4_75242a23_08ba_4ffa_afbc_6f19916][bookmark: _LINE__5_5916d027_e605_488a_9ea2_9f2aac3][bookmark: _LINE__6_4b6be998_da1c_4e2a_b645_d5e94f8][bookmark: _LINE__7_56e2662b_97c2_4547_9ea5_3719aca][bookmark: _LINE__8_95375299_4469_4323_8afb_aea45fc][bookmark: _LINE__9_c33ece83_9984_496f_909e_1915017][bookmark: _LINE__10_2c1d35fa_4984_40ba_9f95_90671f][bookmark: _LINE__11_bce0dc35_bc56_4c33_bc56_b1cbad][bookmark: _LINE__12_1832fcb2_7f0a_4506_82d2_0f4bb0]Notwithstanding subchapter 7 or any other provision of law to the contrary, prior to the individual's filing a civil action under section 4621 or filing a complaint with the commission pursuant to section 4611 based on the failure of the owner of a place of public accommodation to remove an architectural barrier in that place of public accommodation, the individual shall comply with the provisions of this section.  As used in this section, "architectural barrier" or "barrier" means a physical feature that limits or prevents a person with a disability from accessing a place of public accommodation to obtain the goods or services that are offered by the place of public accommodation and "owner" includes the operator, lessor or lessee of a place of public accommodation.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_cde6e9dd_be1b_4b93_a4e3_8d5fd83][bookmark: _LINE__38_b5c0f665_9988_4f03_bfe3_8bf6f2][bookmark: _LINE__39_943576a4_e89b_4c21_a14b_17c052][bookmark: _LINE__40_03ee8668_d740_461e_8638_a8b787][bookmark: _LINE__41_85191350_f3e3_4b92_b4c5_7279a2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__7f94fc73_2d70_4afd_b13b_e76][bookmark: _PAGE__2_5f4f5134_81da_4c1b_9939_ab39655][bookmark: _PAR__1_370dd45f_a465_473e_a834_07b8cd17][bookmark: _LINE__1_e2b9405b_d65e_4b0b_9366_08d2566][bookmark: _LINE__2_b1ef31fb_58eb_4374_bb2f_8eb1afd][bookmark: _LINE__3_b25863ca_6708_482c_b31f_b308ec0][bookmark: _LINE__4_8aaabe49_f2b9_4759_80b2_0cf5da0][bookmark: _LINE__5_700b36cc_1ab4_406f_ac6d_202c238][bookmark: _LINE__6_88f65f0e_8772_4c4d_a908_62c2ddd][bookmark: _LINE__7_f649902b_8808_401c_b173_f620b9d]This bill amends the Maine Human Rights Act to provide the owner, operator, lessor or lessee of a place of public accommodation the opportunity to remove an architectural barrier to accessing a place of public accommodation to obtain goods or services by an individual who is disabled.  An individual whose access was limited or prevented to a place of public accommodation must provide written notice, including specifics about the circumstances of the limited or prevented access, to the owner, operator, lessor or lessee of the place of public accommodation.  If the owner, operator, lessor or lessee fails to provide a response to the notice within 60 days and fails to remove or make substantial progress in removing the barrier to access within 60 days after providing the response, the individual may file a complaint with the Maine Human Rights Commission or file a civil action in the Superior Court.
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