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An Act to Protect Consumers from Predatory Medical Credit Card Providers
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[bookmark: _PAR__15_0bd6d0f0_83af_4f4a_8872_36b49f1][bookmark: _LINE__35_4f2ea20f_d858_4963_b1b5_f366d6][bookmark: _LINE__36_1515a107_37d1_4953_9ef0_02e025]This bill establishes the following requirements related to credit cards designed specifically for the payment of health care services.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_978c0e80_fa6e_449c_9788_d3aa073][bookmark: _LINE__37_6fe593d0_e10c_4e10_a0f4_a8598c][bookmark: _LINE__38_ec39a03e_da41_4ed3_a2fc_304a4d][bookmark: _LINE__39_811352db_938b_4b4c_8d1d_ad2581][bookmark: _LINE__40_e81b0e0b_ea62_4773_81fe_134c8e]1.  It prohibits a health care provider from offering or arranging for a medical credit card for a consumer, or establishing or otherwise completing any portion of an application for a medical credit card on a consumer's behalf, in that health care provider's office, treatment area or other health care setting.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_e03b3ec9_1ccf_49fb_84cc_b9b0541][bookmark: _PAR__1_82378f93_e39f_406f_b64d_e4244b50][bookmark: _LINE__1_1e2193d3_1c23_41bf_b5a8_90324d0][bookmark: _LINE__2_7bf7cc7e_8ba8_48e4_95cf_ce9e66d][bookmark: _LINE__3_32e3bc63_4210_405c_83fd_62c2607]2.  It prohibits a health care provider from offering, arranging for or establishing a medical credit card for a consumer that contains a deferred interest provision in the medical credit card contract.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_c9cc9d97_f54a_4541_8c4a_833efa86][bookmark: _LINE__4_aa8141d1_b3d4_4c99_aaa5_2027600][bookmark: _LINE__5_d184662b_5d31_48e9_a9d4_94a53c5][bookmark: _LINE__6_a230bad6_8785_4343_94d2_7b4d211]3.  It prohibits a health care provider from charging the costs for health care services to a medical credit card at any time prior to the date upon which health care services are rendered or costs are incurred.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_69d00cdb_85ae_437a_a0b6_5d473191][bookmark: _LINE__7_01a727ce_c316_449e_987c_e3746ac][bookmark: _LINE__8_120e59ef_a431_48f6_b767_b526ad8]4.  It requires a health care provider to screen a consumer for eligibility for charity care before accepting payment from a consumer using a medical credit card.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2728ba67_341c_4e43_9e72_f034f239][bookmark: _LINE__9_00f6f2a1_03a1_42e0_9886_97976b6][bookmark: _LINE__10_7188d50a_4fb5_4980_85a7_ae3c9d][bookmark: _LINE__11_3e4f5d16_cdef_44a3_8a07_748856]5.  It provides that a creditor that extends a medical credit card to a consumer and is attempting to collect unpaid payments in connection with the medical credit card from a consumer is subject to the provisions of the Maine Fair Debt Collection Practices Act.
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