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Resolve, to Protect and Enhance Access to Behavioral Health Services in Androscoggin County and Surrounding Communities
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_ca422210_a80c_45f5_afea_b057d261][bookmark: _LINE__3_377d5a0d_2ed2_46c6_bace_c8d014e][bookmark: _LINE__4_a1296f86_1508_4279_a3eb_e81fba7][bookmark: _LINE__5_6b917086_25e4_4ff8_a05f_4c5b2cf]Whereas, St. Mary's Regional Medical Center in Lewiston, or "St. Mary's," is the only provider of most acute behavioral health care services in the region that it serves, which includes Androscoggin County and surrounding communities; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_287de667_3fb2_4df9_9342_544f0582][bookmark: _LINE__6_c2924b5e_a79e_43ab_a6b1_594ce0b][bookmark: _LINE__7_f3cbc086_baf2_4a49_9a00_8b78aec][bookmark: _LINE__8_de3aa312_f3ae_475b_a805_dae4cdb][bookmark: _LINE__9_2250b2b6_faa5_4d2a_808b_b9ae76c]Whereas, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and related factors have resulted in extraordinary operating losses for St. Mary's in recent years, which are projected to continue in 2024, and these losses have disproportionately arisen from the delivery of a wide range of acute behavioral health care services; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_20d6452e_f090_4fbc_b6c1_0c1d3416][bookmark: _LINE__10_3dccedcb_21a1_444b_b16f_5f42f1][bookmark: _LINE__11_cb2f4345_4fd2_4514_8ab8_0a6a76][bookmark: _LINE__12_be516d4a_c37d_47b0_b68f_68f50b][bookmark: _LINE__13_27c99a1f_1d0b_4559_b23e_4cbcdf]Whereas, the recent, tragic mass shooting in Lewiston and its severe impact on the community has highlighted the need for expanded behavioral health services in the greater Lewiston-Auburn region, a need that has grown rapidly and has outstripped the existing capacity of health care providers to care for those with serious behavioral health needs; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c2711a89_25c2_433a_ba12_a2933095][bookmark: _LINE__14_e099a0d1_c446_40ff_828a_c157ef][bookmark: _LINE__15_6732f3bd_188b_4000_93f8_83ce64][bookmark: _LINE__16_afbc399b_1c89_4ed0_aecf_0b259c][bookmark: _LINE__17_6e5f5a94_5e56_49f8_af02_c539fa][bookmark: _LINE__18_c3c6d99a_caea_4107_b5dc_bb166e][bookmark: _LINE__19_3a990e35_5ce8_4d01_bd27_0521e3]Whereas, although St. Mary's is taking a wide range of measures to improve its operating results, including measures aimed at reducing overhead expenses, the magnitude of its losses will, if not remedied, force it to abandon its carefully developed plans to provide new and expanded behavioral health services to meet this existing and growing need and potentially to curtail behavioral health services and other services to address the unavailability of funds to cover its losses; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_695c6164_77b1_43a7_9cdf_6bbac04e][bookmark: _LINE__20_54972c38_a809_4bfd_b0a7_74ede4][bookmark: _LINE__21_38820ba1_bc03_4547_9d59_b23cec][bookmark: _LINE__22_5250a59e_edaa_41dc_a607_71e844][bookmark: _LINE__23_4e6496cd_3198_40b5_9c29_8ad178][bookmark: _LINE__24_fe90b67c_d21d_41fe_9b8b_a204b7]Whereas, St. Mary's is also a key provider of other services to underserved populations in the region that it serves and thus a crucial contributor to this State's efforts to address disparities in access to health care, yet these services also will be in jeopardy if temporary relief from the losses associated with providing acute behavioral health care services cannot be provided; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_ae9ae874_d8ac_4485_9dbd_b447e565][bookmark: _LINE__25_498b3974_dc76_4657_bba0_4f8ef7][bookmark: _LINE__26_1319a328_4d7e_4687_848a_c21674][bookmark: _LINE__27_38dd98b4_9c2a_47c3_a953_a03d3d]Whereas, it is therefore essential to provide immediate funding support for St. Mary's to bridge the gap as it implements plans that will reduce costs and improve services in the future; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e4af61c5_5171_47b7_baa5_f6a516a0][bookmark: _LINE__28_089e6070_c732_45ac_aa45_58afd9][bookmark: _LINE__29_ba570d2c_7999_4127_85d6_c22581][bookmark: _LINE__30_78902aaa_8392_4e50_a4c7_0ea7b3][bookmark: _LINE__31_6864dcc6_4289_43e1_b732_a565c2]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e9a0c58d_256d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__a10c2d34_c343_465a_b3][bookmark: _PAR__9_a0799c8a_afb8_41f5_8540_e8c2121f][bookmark: _LINE__32_2b764c72_fbe0_465e_bb13_491aba][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c770f111_a0d4_4e7d][bookmark: _LINE__33_e664c32a_e913_4bab_b67c_9c165c][bookmark: _LINE__34_1555e982_252a_4058_a6a0_636505][bookmark: _LINE__35_4062d9c8_ee45_4390_a14c_0e0bad][bookmark: _LINE__36_7dd2e9a7_3d04_4c13_a83f_27b5d1][bookmark: _LINE__37_0e92b601_4937_4c0f_9fe0_a7435f]Sec. 1.  Emergency funding to preserve health care access.  Resolved: That the Department of Health and Human Services shall provide a grant of emergency funding to sustain and improve behavioral health care services delivered by St. Mary's Regional Medical Center in Lewiston, reflecting the medical center's estimate of losses and immediate needs.  Funds made available by this resolve must be disbursed no later than July 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__02c76ca4_61cb_484e_ada5][bookmark: _PAR__10_eed6f17e_71b9_4f09_9b64_c32fd31][bookmark: _LINE__38_a01dcf7b_47de_4fde_b24d_7230d7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__503d5cba_de87_4b29][bookmark: _LINE__39_bde30d53_2d54_430d_9376_c3c4a5]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
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[bookmark: _PAGE__2_78b5357f_3dd7_4066_951b_a6d845b][bookmark: _PAR__1_196c912c_6d21_49c4_a2a6_c5eca3ad][bookmark: _LINE__1_90f9898e_882b_46b0_ad3f_21aa2bf][bookmark: _LINE__2_fe363030_bab3_4f4c_9ac0_276142c][bookmark: _LINE__3_ad56ea91_5124_4922_bb2c_b1b86c1]Initiative: Provides emergency one-time funding to St. Mary's Regional Medical Center to cover projected operating losses in the fiscal period beginning January 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2024 and to sustain and improve acute behavioral health care services.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_b6b64034_0fab_4e04_acf2_bfd8b30e][bookmark: _LINE__11_4a24621c_68a7_4ee5_b37c_795b68][bookmark: _LINE__12_5ca05e0b_a4d4_4b0e_88c2_4b8a1c][bookmark: _LINE__13_84fde876_08ea_4fe6_a51b_fe2807][bookmark: _LINE__14_bfa96869_024b_4ab6_a2cc_3dfa8f][bookmark: _LINE__15_eaca4232_7b05_4982_ab1e_191ab1][bookmark: _LINE__16_906849c1_4b16_45aa_9738_58a98d][bookmark: _LINE__17_f8580a0f_7cdb_4b40_90db_da3764][bookmark: _LINE__18_28a944df_cfd7_45b6_811e_552c74]This resolve directs the Department of Health and Human Services to provide emergency funding to cover operating losses associated with providing acute behavioral health care services provided by St. Mary's Regional Medical Center in Lewiston to ensure that those services can be continued and expanded to meet urgent needs in Androscoggin County and surrounding communities while avoiding curtailment of other critically important health care services in the region.  The resolve appropriates $10,000,000 in fiscal year 2024-25 for that purpose. The resolve provides that funds must be disbursed by July 1, 2024.
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