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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__da68cbdd_9190_4dd8_978a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8f5d4120_8156_4534_9346_594][bookmark: _PAR__3_3d6977bc_5684_4df7_91ac_54daf5ad][bookmark: _LINE__3_0a309bcd_9515_4c38_b252_21e522a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8305fb5b_e543_4fb3_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7f07ca9d_c767_4150_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__60379966_04b8_4629_8c4][bookmark: _LINE__4_2af5c4e9_e0d4_4fcf_b58d_19674c9][bookmark: _LINE__5_c4f63441_1696_4faa_8685_3befd26][bookmark: _LINE__6_f6619723_8c89_4bed_80b9_a3a4b4b][bookmark: _LINE__7_5b5455ec_ee66_4bc0_a69b_bed4e3a][bookmark: _LINE__8_2d9eb594_e479_4d7d_ac3e_744f28d][bookmark: _LINE__9_145d2247_5802_4f6d_9cd4_91afa6e][bookmark: _LINE__10_a837cd19_fe2e_45cc_b433_ce5ccc][bookmark: _LINE__11_00c1d6a6_087f_4b04_bcb3_977168][bookmark: _LINE__12_34a9c393_75e1_408b_bd4b_73de05][bookmark: _LINE__13_3c060f9e_5108_40e0_aeb8_dbf9a3]1-B.  Access to clinically appropriate nonopioid, nonnarcotic drugs.  For plan years beginning on or after the effective date of this subsection, a carrier shall allow an enrollee, the enrollee's designee or the person who has issued a valid prescription for the enrollee to request and gain access to a clinically appropriate nonopioid, nonnarcotic drug approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration for the treatment and management of acute pain, as defined in Title 22, section 7246, subsection 1-A, not otherwise covered by the health plan. The carrier's process must comply with section 4304 and with this subsection. If the carrier approves a request under this subsection for a nonopioid, nonnarcotic drug not otherwise covered by the health plan, the carrier must treat the nonopioid, nonnarcotic drug as an essential health benefit, including counting any cost sharing toward the plan's annual limit on cost sharing and including it when calculating the plan's actuarial value.  
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_2f63adb5_fbf3_4c1d_b966_f5173d8][bookmark: _LINE__39_f68e9c70_e6a3_4bab_be49_4ed71e][bookmark: _LINE__40_149a7a8c_258b_4288_8580_ff4905][bookmark: _LINE__41_264eb205_88f3_4511_85db_3e881e][bookmark: _LINE__42_223cb9b8_1800_4f20_898a_896b91][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__8813d698_0ba1_45ae_a29c_0b9][bookmark: _PAGE__2_bff45486_cabd_4a89_a399_290a9af][bookmark: _PAR__1_f218f5ba_f475_421e_af30_4933146e][bookmark: _LINE__1_721fa3f9_786b_47bf_b60f_9198a08][bookmark: _LINE__2_03f5d9d1_dfcf_4c57_ac67_5a95e50][bookmark: _LINE__3_6ea3bf41_2fec_44cf_8af3_acb2428][bookmark: _LINE__4_48bdac00_60a5_463f_9b18_655c6c8][bookmark: _LINE__5_379dc038_173d_4f0b_a5ce_e083aad][bookmark: _LINE__6_7fdb0c82_4fdf_4b8c_a84b_cd5ca8a][bookmark: _LINE__7_f917892a_ab14_47ff_9d02_ab1c869]This bill requires a health insurance carrier to allow an insured person to request and gain access to a clinically appropriate nonopioid, nonnarcotic drug approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration for the treatment and management of acute pain not otherwise covered by the insured person's health plan.  A health insurance carrier is prohibited from impermissibly disadvantaging or discouraging the use of nonopioid, nonnarcotic drugs relative to opioid or narcotic drugs for the same or similar treatment and management of acute pain, including by establishing for the nonopioid, nonnarcotic drug, in relation to an opioid or narcotic drug: more restrictive coverage criteria; more restrictive or extensive preauthorization requirements; more restrictive or extensive step therapy protocols; or more restrictive utilization management requirements or quantity or frequency of use requirements.
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