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An Act Regarding Businesses' and Consumers' Use of Returnable, Reusable and Refillable Containers for Food, Beverages and Nonfood Items
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_73526681_008c_46eb_ad67_2a9f1377][bookmark: _LINE__16_831fdf15_4768_4f2c_8d4b_bcb15a][bookmark: _LINE__17_ced67c41_4a6c_4e2b_b89f_8fcdb9][bookmark: _LINE__18_7ec9d55d_c1d3_4a61_bca1_3aa120][bookmark: _LINE__19_8468c45d_900b_40bf_a7ae_31977a][bookmark: _LINE__20_a60e5170_7adf_4ad5_adc9_7aeeac][bookmark: _LINE__21_4cef5d4f_eecc_4f47_870b_7b7cda][bookmark: _LINE__22_540294e8_2595_406e_b495_032e8f][bookmark: _LINE__23_b0ed2247_6e0c_4c29_8ab3_1451f7][bookmark: _LINE__24_27e020e3_7989_4180_91ed_4e60a9][bookmark: _LINE__25_9ed5c2e7_4461_47bb_a2ce_4978c5]This bill amends the food policy laws governing reusable containers, which ensure the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry's rules do not preclude business owners from allowing consumers to supply their own containers for the bulk purchase of shelf-stable food and nonfood items, to ensure instead that the rules do not preclude business owners from allowing consumers to supply their own containers for the purchase of food, beverage and nonfood items.  It also requires the department to ensure that rules explicitly allow a business owner to sell the business's products to consumers in the State in returnable, reusable or refillable containers and packaging supplied by the business owner or a 3rd party in accordance with applicable national or global health and safety standards.
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