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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__cabf4d12_d92b_4c58_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__39e0c9df_47b0_47ef_945a_fb06d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__420ec925_ffa1_471f_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_adfbc623_8ccb_40d0_86fe_9a954c8][bookmark: _PAR__1_9750b896_c83c_4c69_afbb_ca22c20e][bookmark: _LINE__1_78a4bb54_657c_4bdb_b29c_ba943f7][bookmark: _LINE__2_1f9a5249_a3d7_45ff_a9b6_8b96817]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_c82528f0_806a_4e0c_bdb8_3efc6d67][bookmark: _LINE__3_77d80e76_2ba5_4fef_be07_60c1372][bookmark: _LINE__4_41d26dcc_6844_4004_978a_c2c116e][bookmark: _LINE__5_e4ca07dc_208e_472a_82b3_97d0b35]Whereas, on June 27, 2023, the United States Supreme Court issued a decision in Counterman v. Colorado, which has raised questions as to the constitutionality of several of Maine's statutes; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_62a2f1f0_373f_4255_ac46_74deb7ed][bookmark: _LINE__6_8bc027e5_3179_4a5f_9d54_e5897b1][bookmark: _LINE__7_e433cbb9_ecb9_4f77_aa96_b182801]Whereas, the statutes implicated include critical components of the State's public safety response, specifically including its response to domestic violence and stalking; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_78dc5e15_4349_4bb7_81ee_20113348][bookmark: _LINE__8_ea9394ef_a74e_4e72_bbe1_23b50a2][bookmark: _LINE__9_76f19220_82e5_469e_857d_4cb52cd][bookmark: _LINE__10_05fd7216_88af_48db_82f3_837d66][bookmark: _LINE__11_8fbb19c3_8021_4062_8816_71943e]Whereas, citizens of the State rely on the Legislature to ensure a constitutionally sound criminal and civil justice system and failure to timely align the statutes with the new federal standard may result in unnecessary litigation in the State's already overburdened state court system; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ca872906_25fd_45b9_af45_fe743221][bookmark: _LINE__12_17e59be9_e799_4bf1_a3de_e6f226][bookmark: _LINE__13_d79aae71_e4cc_40af_8133_bc06f4][bookmark: _LINE__14_12eb1a8a_bbee_4fb8_a486_227bf1][bookmark: _LINE__15_70edef15_ddab_4e49_8702_67e0ad]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a4f38c2c_3392_48c4_bdc][bookmark: _PAR__6_85678ff5_1754_4a56_99cf_44b19acf][bookmark: _LINE__16_999a7f5c_3dc6_411b_bf1e_f42446]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0fafdf45_3792_49c2_9fda][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__639fb9a2_fd4e_457e_ae7b_490][bookmark: _PAR__8_de3075ef_eee6_4d65_aae9_b9f89c82][bookmark: _LINE__19_57005659_8063_436e_bc69_a8d9b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0dd1d049_fc06_4f86_a6f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d51ad68e_a910_495e_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a81da723_6c88_4268_b2][bookmark: _LINE__20_b7c7fc00_5df8_4a26_bd01_6fb241][bookmark: _LINE__21_44f35e25_8b2b_4ec6_92c8_131104][bookmark: _LINE__22_8516e89f_d3f0_490b_9fc9_3f1581][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b8fc718a_8af0_4f82_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2e2a9ca9_447b_4261_97][bookmark: _LINE__23_c8777469_56dd_43b0_b432_3f5dad]1.   A person is guilty of terrorizing if that person in fact intentionally, knowingly or recklessly communicates to any person a threat to commit or to cause to be committed a crime of violence dangerous to human life, against the person to whom the communication is made or another, and consciously disregarding a risk that the natural and probable consequence of such a threat, whether or not such consequence in fact occurs, is:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ff9a2eed_ae74_4cc7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d9281ba7_ea5b_47e6_95c1_d][bookmark: _PAR__11_e07d8b0c_1be1_4399_926a_eb3d1b1][bookmark: _LINE__30_15fab0ca_2aa5_413f_82ba_23067a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__56e4daa9_cfbd_4977][bookmark: _LINE__31_a334b4c3_0e2e_4ceb_9d6b_9956f0]Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §210-A, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2007, c. 685, §1, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _PAR__13_02abd0b1_cb24_45f3_a21d_2049aa4][bookmark: _LINE__31_53a7390b_d7e6_44c3_87e9_9f3ff1][bookmark: _LINE__32_a10db132_6a2e_4e9a_bee8_6d723f][bookmark: _LINE__33_c8314347_2a46_4159_8251_7da35c][bookmark: _LINE__34_2157f998_39e6_4b7c_9581_91d4ef][bookmark: _LINE__35_d90933a8_84d2_45b1_bbd4_9c79f2][bookmark: _LINE__36_502da2c9_40fc_4b2b_9694_3c7d36]This bill aligns the laws of this State with the new federal standard set by Counterman v. Colorado, 600 U.S. 66 (2023). It amends relevant sections of the Maine Criminal Code and the protection from abuse laws to provide that, with respect to a violation of the abuse laws or the crime of terrorizing, stalking or harassment by telephone based on the content of the actor's speech, the actor must have consciously disregarded a risk that the actor's speech would place a reasonable person in fear of bodily injury.
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