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An Act to Implement Critical Reforms to the Department of Environmental Protection Outlined in the State COVID-19 Reopening Plan
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SC__4b7a1721_1310_46a9_9219_3e1][bookmark: _PAR__9_1044d9dd_f191_411e_9769_f10153c7][bookmark: _LINE__11_65a4318a_37b5_41b0_ae15_b2b769][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fc5e2542_1dcd_43a5_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4334525d_470e_4b17_85be]SUBCHAPTER 11
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d392f219_a520_4e61_85f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3ddd44ef_303a_4e62_ab77_3947][bookmark: _PAR__12_a922d089_0e63_470b_abeb_428253f][bookmark: _LINE__14_2924df7f_924e_45bf_b800_b3450f][bookmark: _LINE__15_0bf0a51b_0a0d_499f_a593_67cf41][bookmark: _LINE__16_b9f8778d_7d02_499c_b6fe_02e9cc][bookmark: _LINE__17_d9ef7a62_dd79_4836_8c9c_56312a][bookmark: _LINE__18_4e552d8b_d013_4e2c_afbd_fb037e]The commissioner shall establish and implement pursuant to this section the State Regulatory Ombudsman Program, referred to in this section as "the program." The program is established to facilitate permitting for developers working on projects of critical impact.  The commissioner shall adopt rules to implement the program.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9890d580_840a_44e9_9255][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__940df360_9be5_40dc_ae22_11a][bookmark: _PAR__14_0e94ee8e_8af5_4010_93a1_02351b4][bookmark: _LINE__21_9deafadd_62ae_4787_83f5_68ad0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5f351537_63d8_435e_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__91772418_1fd4_432b_a32][bookmark: _LINE__22_d7830181_9e94_45ff_9358_9c6d0c][bookmark: _LINE__23_453df0c7_b839_400f_84eb_80d7ea][bookmark: _LINE__24_7f117843_5b6f_4d99_bd24_ae8344][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__abdbdf91_6fef_487b_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3effe822_9d95_432b_98][bookmark: _LINE__25_dace221c_abca_4509_9f12_15157a][bookmark: _LINE__26_dbefbaa8_6a49_4c6b_9717_6a4ccf][bookmark: _LINE__27_48cf659f_f6cd_40d0_90cd_56df6b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2b7cedba_50a9_425a_9de]1.  Application.  Any person intending to construct or operate a development shall, before commencing construction or operation, notify the commissioner in writing of the intent, nature and location of the development, together with such other information as the board may by rule require.  The Within 90 days, the department shall approve the proposed development, setting forth such terms and conditions as are appropriate and reasonable, disapprove the proposed development, setting forth the reasons for the disapproval, or schedule a hearing in the manner described in section 486‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9ccb9d01_4113][bookmark: _PAR__15_047e92b9_6653_4031_9622_2424c22][bookmark: _LINE__28_9438067d_5b41_497b_a58a_16c679][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7e3e35f3_9624_48d1][bookmark: _LINE__29_6386cb28_5d19_43a3_924c_d89893][bookmark: _LINE__30_1fa5c137_b931_45a9_9a10_8da58d][bookmark: _LINE__31_46a9179b_ae3f_4cd2_bc6a_f159c2][bookmark: _LINE__32_f007ee55_f754_48ac_b003_abbf93][bookmark: _LINE__33_d75ebf20_02b8_441a_a28f_08f68d][bookmark: _LINE__34_84d002b8_47d3_4e96_8396_cd2c49]Sec. 6.  Task force related to regulatory processes. A task force related to regulatory processes is established within the Department on Economic and Community Development to make recommendations on ways to make regulatory processes faster, more transparent and more accessible.  The Commissioner of Economic and Community Development shall convene relevant stakeholders as members of the task force, including regulatory staff, economic development staff and development consultants.  The task force shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_f4d523b7_98be_448a_b07b_abe915a][bookmark: _LINE__35_bee7973c_1f61_48fd_aae0_09a19e][bookmark: _LINE__36_9ea2c00c_305a_41d3_85da_0b0026]1. Make recommendations regarding a fast-track program within the department that makes regulatory processes faster, more transparent and more accessible by exploring:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_373a3763_7f17_47f1_8f83_8b54b24][bookmark: _LINE__37_8c6b213b_277d_4009_8d9a_206859][bookmark: _LINE__38_222dee62_929a_4ca4_b778_73f442]A. Expanding the use of special fee project permitting to expedite the review of projects with potentially significant positive economic, social or environmental effects;
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_ac8e517d_84ba_44b8_83a9_bb1b1a15][bookmark: _LINE__6_6fcc1be6_9c3b_44c3_94f8_3bf2917][bookmark: _LINE__7_887f71da_e7bb_4f42_bd2d_86ad7c9][bookmark: _LINE__8_516f5e00_c1fe_493e_98ad_0782fcb][bookmark: _LINE__9_60101fad_6342_4ba1_8df3_373237d]2. Review executive orders and rule changes during the state of emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic to determine which orders and rule changes had a positive impact on the State's prosperity and make recommendations about incorporating the changes into law; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_ad273cc7_bbf8_4e67_b016_e1dfbb95][bookmark: _LINE__12_4967ed6c_8bec_40d6_b4fd_cc5bba][bookmark: _LINE__13_7e8de541_1ac7_4194_8204_9f0423][bookmark: _LINE__14_7a3af8f0_4e54_4dfe_b6b8_9f7a9f][bookmark: _LINE__15_ac6905bb_3696_4eac_a51d_c6f4e4]No later than December 6, 2023, the task force shall submit a report with its recommendations, including any suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources.  The committee may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_88deb8c4_280a_4318_b372_f06d8f9][bookmark: _LINE__28_c9748c0a_c461_4c9b_90b5_a23071][bookmark: _LINE__29_c7814264_cb23_4bf5_91d2_e8b341][bookmark: _LINE__30_d53e9a3f_6be7_4533_bf6d_972a43]3. Establishes a task force related to regulatory processes to make recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and Natural Resources to make regulatory processes faster, more transparent and more accessible; and
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