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An Act to Authorize Removal of Requirements of Forest Certification Systems from the State's Forest Management Plans
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__01418227_6e6c][bookmark: _PAR__6_6144eb32_64fb_44b4_af4f_3ac5026d][bookmark: _LINE__14_f374e71b_08da_4a69_ac2e_5c95d2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__164773d0_8bb7_4e27][bookmark: _LINE__15_6e9dcdd7_8ede_4c17_9748_260201][bookmark: _LINE__16_85fffb23_5dab_42a4_8537_7dbd74][bookmark: _LINE__17_9c0043c0_167e_4f38_9e7d_c1b16b][bookmark: _LINE__18_d4b0524b_164f_4618_961d_df7e52][bookmark: _LINE__19_503757d7_5d00_4751_992d_ed6329]Sec. 3. Forest Stewardship Council certification.  The Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall examine the Forest Stewardship Council certification system to make a determination whether the Forest Stewardship Council is complying with its own principles relating to maintaining or enhancing the long-term social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities.  Principles relating to forest workers and local communities include:
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_f09b91da_39a8_490d_a786_93b0006][bookmark: _LINE__26_3fa48031_8782_4063_909f_2b102e][bookmark: _LINE__27_c36fac43_87ee_4ef9_9b28_788925][bookmark: _LINE__28_3d5f4ec4_a81f_4859_a91d_26ee9f]4.  Forest management planning and operations must incorporate the results of evaluations of social impact.  Consultations must be maintained with people and groups directly affected by forest management operations; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8d918f2d_36f4_4a96_80bc_c995d00][bookmark: _LINE__29_416da183_2b25_46c2_a815_bd7444][bookmark: _LINE__30_54b20bdc_17cc_4fc0_a10d_ed1cf7][bookmark: _LINE__31_985fa08a_64c8_4af3_92bc_954037][bookmark: _LINE__32_4d2f801f_0b01_43fb_8852_772fad]5.  Appropriate mechanisms must be employed for resolving grievances and for providing fair compensation in the case of loss or damage affecting the legal or customary rights, property, resources or livelihoods of local people.  Measures must be taken to avoid such loss or damage.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_9c3e0f8f_38a7_46d1_89d4_4c8212c][bookmark: _LINE__33_31b175f3_ab44_4a28_a2d0_208992][bookmark: _LINE__34_674a8550_9ce1_4475_8329_0a04d3][bookmark: _LINE__35_7e63b228_1bc5_4fda_81ef_b8f998][bookmark: _LINE__36_3a3c3ad1_5994_4d73_b284_f577ad]If the commissioner finds or the Legislature finds and instructs the commissioner that the Forest Stewardship Council is not complying with its own principles under this section, the commissioner shall remove the Forest Stewardship Council certification system from the comprehensive management plan for public lands.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b82ab509_0d26_4956_8719_52b843][bookmark: _PAR__13_75bc4836_9214_4b41_ae05_d52c884][bookmark: _LINE__37_f175a89e_9ebe_4cd6_9d14_f4959e]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__14_8e506e8a_7f53_451b_b5a0_5eaf098][bookmark: _LINE__38_d688a20f_3490_4461_88ca_e66750][bookmark: _LINE__39_fa89b15c_f818_4f74_af34_e23395][bookmark: _LINE__40_99602628_803b_4d70_9ef1_2f4697][bookmark: _LINE__41_899bd63f_6468_49e2_9292_741402][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__3b0f83a1_bd4a_45e8_9853_058][bookmark: _PAGE__2_8f9a37de_0a6c_4e57_9117_17b843b][bookmark: _PAR__1_ab7f38ae_39f1_4f95_b5ce_6ccab99d][bookmark: _LINE__1_5f4ad4bd_5fcf_46db_b9a6_6a0daa5][bookmark: _LINE__2_6df713fe_21c4_490c_a11e_2b075e9]This bill provides that if a forest certification system is part of a comprehensive management plan for public lands and the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry determines that the forest certification system does not maintain or enhance the long-term social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities, the commissioner is required to amend the management plan by removing the forest certification system from the comprehensive management plan.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_bb171375_4f98_473f_b463_a6a50482][bookmark: _LINE__3_919421c4_60d3_4fce_b97c_388f1b1][bookmark: _LINE__4_745f0be5_6808_4c04_bb0c_d99bfc7][bookmark: _LINE__5_30aff253_d473_414e_bd9e_a8bbc29][bookmark: _LINE__6_563163ad_cff5_4a1c_b2ce_e01e7f8][bookmark: _LINE__7_9f0fcdba_8678_494a_b0fa_eccab4f][bookmark: _LINE__8_6ba41f5f_2e2f_4644_9155_722848e][bookmark: _LINE__9_e2f401f8_fe13_47a1_8455_51f8e4a][bookmark: _LINE__10_8214d6b0_f8b3_4252_9252_315128]The bill also requires the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to examine the Forest Stewardship Council certification system to make a determination whether the Forest Stewardship Council is complying with its own principles relating to maintaining or enhancing the long-term social and economic well-being of forest workers and local communities.  If the commissioner finds or the Legislature finds and instructs the commission that the council is not complying with its own principles, the commissioner is required to remove the Forest Stewardship Council certification system from the comprehensive management plan for public lands.
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