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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c925f0e4_9904_42b5_b075][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__50a7cbdb_677b_473e_a643_4df0][bookmark: _PAR__2_cf5feb57_828a_46a1_8b16_b4e5d427][bookmark: _LINE__6_f6daf2e3_a039_4c8c_ab05_77d357c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__baf0dbb5_290c_45a1_9fa][bookmark: _LINE__7_194402a2_2ebc_49ee_b917_b2712d3][bookmark: _LINE__8_3adeb8bb_70ea_4b19_a683_6377a87][bookmark: _LINE__9_e627a459_8ce6_4443_8db5_89fc1b0][bookmark: _LINE__10_7ce64fba_c69e_489c_9838_beeea8][bookmark: _LINE__11_975283d3_7c37_42e3_bb5b_40c74b][bookmark: _LINE__12_0634c99b_23b4_403b_9d92_b8f184][bookmark: _LINE__13_4d7f44ac_d435_4bec_b80f_45d8c2][bookmark: _LINE__14_c6255438_5d03_4481_b8ae_2ad976]C.  A process for transmitting any driver's license number or nondriver identification card number from an online voter registration application along with the applicant's name and date of birth to the central voter registration system and for determining whether the information entered in the central voter registration system matches the information in the driver's license or nondriver identification card records maintained by the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles and, if a match is found, for transmitting an electronic image of the applicant's signature on that driver's license or nondriver identification card from the bureau to the central voter registration system;
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5fa4a005_cfb5_4e94][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bef931c3_517b_49cb_ae0b_8][bookmark: _PAR__9_42f70bd2_2c4c_4aae_959c_df9795a7][bookmark: _LINE__32_fb4ffeb3_1a2f_456d_b96e_5f6bd6][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__6ba59b68_c860_4c7b_98][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3c452333_fb8b_4a6a]Sec. A-3.  21-A MRSA §158, as amended by PL 2009, c. 253, §14, is repealed.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__49c9fe26_8a54_4ed2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__97174e49_9045_4b94_bf08_8][bookmark: _PAR__2_e6b1f4e4_d551_4661_b04f_e65319c6][bookmark: _LINE__3_a05e33c3_99f9_437d_8f24_3a556f5][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b0c56af2_0dff_4c59_b1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__73092e40_48b5_49f5][bookmark: _LINE__4_1a79f654_f3c7_4a88_821b_b598c56]Sec. A-5.  21-A MRSA §336, first ¶, as corrected by RR 2019, c. 2, Pt. B, §43, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2dcc102c_62f7_4025_8590][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fe896ed7_52bc_4437_85b5_18c5][bookmark: _PAR__8_4b8bbb43_4bba_4d1a_988d_b18d2ea8][bookmark: _LINE__21_82d78772_2174_4070_b115_dad524][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ea42d4a_4edb_41dc_af2][bookmark: _LINE__22_1caec6b2_2854_403c_a90e_60af3f][bookmark: _LINE__23_22afff84_6076_44e1_a201_c47a7f]A.  In an electoral division consisting of more than one municipality, the municipal committee of each municipality shall meet jointly, elect a secretary and a chair for the meeting and then fill the vacancy.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__575adc4e_051c_4ffe_b572][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__060a4292_cb21_4136_9502_69c][bookmark: _PAR__11_c1b2daa8_6fe1_4965_95e4_93f9f94][bookmark: _LINE__27_aa8839cc_a31f_4e9e_ae5c_773b2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9769b3fb_0dad_4fc8_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4790b5ed_0f7a_4b74_829][bookmark: _LINE__28_22774acc_0fc4_413c_a110_bd1b30][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1df71808_470e_437c_bc][bookmark: _LINE__29_7fe6e4c4_f748_4a09_851d_631ff1][bookmark: _LINE__30_8b115921_a929_4fe3_8ded_b23ca3][bookmark: _LINE__31_60dcfbd9_70f1_46f2_9143_addfb4][bookmark: _LINE__32_e63ce160_0a88_437d_a167_a35d88][bookmark: _LINE__33_a434e719_f28d_4414_a900_835547]5-B.  Presidential primary elections; selection of delegates.  Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, for presidential primary elections, batch elimination may not be used for any candidates with more than 100 votes, tabulation must continue until only 2 continuing candidates remain, separate tabulations must be conducted statewide and for each congressional district and selection and allocation of delegates to a party's national presidential nominating convention must be in accordance with any reasonable procedures established at the state party convention.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__00c54504_a802_47f2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3a9dec24_7913_4737_8c2f_8][bookmark: _PAR__4_3bc2c83a_9d4d_4dfd_b5bd_fa0069f4][bookmark: _LINE__6_7d6d6e08_7d7b_4441_ab96_d01b0fe][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__667e6427_8e10_4895_95][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c0b2cb8c_d411_46a2][bookmark: _LINE__7_47995cf8_135e_4089_9c18_a64717d]Sec. A-18.  21-A MRSA §737-A, first ¶, as amended by PL 2021, c. 536, §3, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__845f088e_ade5_4440_a28e_f210][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__827cb078_311d_40cd_b31][bookmark: _PAR__5_edc4bdc2_c6b7_4af1_afe7_17e946c3][bookmark: _LINE__8_739fefea_9091_495a_b2e5_556c7b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4bff9b30_4c4c_4d2e_81][bookmark: _LINE__9_65e03b19_91da_4b89_9b87_18bcba0][bookmark: _LINE__10_8836321d_8751_48ef_8e66_1ac082][bookmark: _LINE__11_569be416_2149_45e1_9456_f7caea][bookmark: _LINE__12_898aee33_fe99_4c8d_9913_5f197c][bookmark: _LINE__13_3118a5df_567c_410c_8dfd_66a5c3][bookmark: _LINE__14_0093daf6_9eda_4685_8867_f0e277][bookmark: _LINE__15_144d044e_01bd_4ed5_9806_a4b7cb][bookmark: _LINE__16_a82f0a83_efc2_4909_bb58_5c5fcb][bookmark: _LINE__17_d93e7565_c0c2_42a7_9080_4fa278]Once a recount is requested for any federal, state or county office, the Secretary of State shall request that the State Police, sworn law enforcement officers employed by the Department of the Secretary of State or other sworn law enforcement officers take physical control of the ballots and other related materials needed for the recount as soon as possible and deliver them to the recount facility.  If no sworn law enforcement officers are available to conduct the retrieval, the Secretary of State may use a contracted courier to provide these services.  When the recount involves an office that encompasses more than one county, the Secretary of State may organize retrieval of ballots from certain jurisdictions so that the recount may be conducted in stages until the requesting candidate or lead applicant for a referendum recount concedes or until all the ballots are recounted.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__567e43ee_678c_4ff5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__73334ce8_96d2_4b04_84fd_a][bookmark: _PAR__6_4e21fb6f_9873_4699_9673_2d4849a3][bookmark: _LINE__18_d6a0351b_6a26_4f11_b808_3a02d7][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__49d77c36_721b_44d3_86][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__769b5b58_814c_4961][bookmark: _LINE__19_1549da44_c07e_42ca_8928_aa5493]Sec. A-19.  21-A MRSA §737-A, 2nd ¶, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §29, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ea2de54_9697_4035_845][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__57347df0_9cf3_4922_bad6_792a][bookmark: _PAR__7_e99d0f7b_feca_4ff5_9feb_6e22598a][bookmark: _LINE__20_d299b24b_fb71_4f3e_92aa_a49269][bookmark: _LINE__21_cd5c91ff_5532_4bba_9df4_388c54][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__311ed734_4a4e_4ed1_a4][bookmark: _LINE__22_2472956f_75be_4e1d_8343_5975ed][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__98d5e05c_f2cd_46ed_b4][bookmark: _LINE__23_e2fd557c_95f6_4baf_b65f_b7c47b]The Secretary of State shall store and maintain exclusive control over the ballots and other materials pending and during the recount and until the sworn law enforcement officers or contracted courier, or the State Police if requested, retrieves the materials for return to the municipalities.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1477cc4c_23e5_4f5f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d1848292_6ff8_4c5a_8e11_0][bookmark: _PAR__8_aef3e19a_4b29_451d_ab7d_e6447790][bookmark: _LINE__24_6e4805cf_fe46_4853_8f6c_54b525][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__c1746b94_6316_4a74_af][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__65e80e3d_fc2f_4cdf][bookmark: _LINE__25_b9a0f92b_2281_4ea1_85d5_244bc9]Sec. A-20.  21-A MRSA §737-A, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §30, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7e52ae34_b475_4b84_83f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7793d0d6_df73_457e_8148_5ff][bookmark: _PAR__9_b7c69168_c08f_4dc0_987c_ed6a314d][bookmark: _LINE__26_5c1f6c44_a804_4423_9c13_216967][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7db8807c_6b57_4aa3_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9e9e0ed_e3fb_4432_9aa][bookmark: _LINE__27_11fe814a_d15c_4d18_a5ae_de3ab6][bookmark: _LINE__28_278d444e_7888_4353_bbe6_bd901b][bookmark: _LINE__29_2b1e365c_acfd_4278_bbad_e80ce6][bookmark: _LINE__30_76d35a7f_c592_4ad4_8c47_fa85a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03fe91a0_981c_479d_a6][bookmark: _LINE__31_551467b4_d7c6_4a1a_9605_6de2ea][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d7c9ab5c_6dfa_44c2_85][bookmark: _LINE__32_f754a60d_5c65_41e7_ad22_973d4b][bookmark: _LINE__33_41093230_27ed_4c5a_920c_6f1c5b][bookmark: _LINE__34_609b1b3b_5c9f_4275_909f_966188][bookmark: _LINE__35_3741233b_c65d_455b_8957_9dd537]1.  Deposit for legislative or single county office recount.  This subsection applies to a recount for an election for the office of State Senator or State Representative or for a county office that does not encompass more than one county.  All deposits required by this section must be made with the Secretary of State when a recount is requested by a losing candidate or an undeclared write-in candidate.  Once the sworn law enforcement officers or contracted courier, or the State Police if requested, has taken custody of the ballots and other election materials from the municipalities, the deposit made by the candidate requesting the recount is forfeited to the State if the resulting count fails to change the outcome of the election.  If the recount reverses the election, the deposit must be returned to the candidate requesting the recount.  The amount of the deposit is calculated as follows.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a0b9e92e_b60e_4174_a1e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aa73c34f_cebe_47a0_8485_84ee][bookmark: _PAR__10_e87f29e0_e7be_425a_a7e9_b00c833][bookmark: _LINE__36_6769c10d_eb94_4d50_9a8d_653fbf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__761909af_ba64_43ec_b69][bookmark: _LINE__37_da94e4f5_7787_4cee_9424_52b493][bookmark: _LINE__38_61358d21_7183_4291_8405_e22b6b]A.  If the percentage difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is 1.5% or less of the total votes cast for that office, a deposit is not required.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__edc010d6_81af_48ce_aa3d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d342bbd1_0c4c_4315_96a6_8d42][bookmark: _PAR__11_fed53caa_db19_4b95_8e12_6c6c00e][bookmark: _LINE__39_e617e5ac_3be3_42c8_9ae1_c309ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__64de80a6_e72a_4922_b16][bookmark: _LINE__40_c461e855_7dfb_4ef8_992d_9b4496][bookmark: _LINE__41_2e416603_f138_4e18_bb55_352af6]B.  If the percentage difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is more than 1.5% and less than or equal to 4% of the total votes cast for that office, the deposit is $500.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__49f19197_a003_4d66_acf4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bd64d7b3_8973_4f03_82a2_5dd3][bookmark: _PAGE__6_41d3b07a_16ba_4c84_a480_2521bb4][bookmark: _PAR__1_f16a2763_9d74_4f1d_af2a_77659ef8][bookmark: _LINE__1_cc296e76_a7db_4850_b71b_6cc38cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9b0093b9_b78b_4179_bc1][bookmark: _LINE__2_74e03022_20df_4f6e_a8aa_f0bccf5][bookmark: _LINE__3_8a101ce4_e1db_4113_8e47_a18dd1d]C.  If the percentage difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is more than 4% and less than or equal to 6% of the total votes cast for that office, the deposit is $1,000.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec9e9de3_908d_4083_9466][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d0c4d1e5_e221_4459_b9f1_df25][bookmark: _PAR__2_ac8dbc00_0788_428b_8a2a_ba5fac94][bookmark: _LINE__4_bde28fc0_94d5_4df9_a374_d20cd4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40701ed5_6ad2_4764_9b2][bookmark: _LINE__5_f188d3c6_7794_4687_a97d_9129a4f][bookmark: _LINE__6_f00f8a32_a494_40ed_ba9a_5dd8ad3]D.  If the percentage difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is more than 6% and less than or equal to 8% of the total votes cast for that office, the deposit is $2,500.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e6d16312_b7ff_44ed_beb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__634b0d9d_f690_45a2_afe7_7158][bookmark: _PAR__3_a1523ba7_2a3f_4537_8808_488d506f][bookmark: _LINE__7_9cd52d80_e512_45b9_9197_8c27a29][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__77a5f71f_069d_44a6_8fb][bookmark: _LINE__8_927bffc6_6879_4dbf_a85a_2f14017][bookmark: _LINE__9_bb47d508_a89b_420e_bfa4_53f68f2]E.  If the percentage difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is more than 8% and less than or equal to 10% of the total votes cast for that office, the deposit is $5,000.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9fec054_b15c_40a1_9fd7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__241cead1_a3d9_401a_9cf0_7f87][bookmark: _PAR__4_92932b7d_4b87_414d_bddd_91f99047][bookmark: _LINE__10_fbaa4149_4446_487b_989a_318114][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee2a2bd9_5585_4d3d_a7f][bookmark: _LINE__11_efd9b9f3_8c62_4456_9b0a_1c6308][bookmark: _LINE__12_3cfc8dfe_118b_43bb_9a9b_1e3901]F.  If the percentage difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is more than 10% of the total votes cast for that office, the deposit is $10,000.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__592fb8be_63ee_43db][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3498bca0_2eb6_4e7c_99cb_f][bookmark: _PAR__5_cc91813f_7c94_4f02_9fe5_3b116300][bookmark: _LINE__13_dc69ff15_d45c_4990_9c3c_bc3347][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__94e90e8e_8bc4_4942_8f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__189a4f5c_ce12_4841][bookmark: _LINE__14_f13b28f1_1952_406e_96f0_09033b]Sec. A-21.  21-A MRSA §737-A, sub-§1-A, ¶B, as amended by PL 2019, c. 371, §31, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd60ce4c_9e56_4eb8_b664][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ea82cb9f_5671_49e9_bc75_08af][bookmark: _PAR__6_85b5aec6_4d62_4964_85bd_c815bdb8][bookmark: _LINE__15_2cbb72e1_f30f_436f_a734_ea5381][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fed84310_368a_4244_a28][bookmark: _LINE__16_83adecbc_85a6_409a_b423_a3ac1b][bookmark: _LINE__17_91981f5e_3ee4_4096_9626_2633ac][bookmark: _LINE__18_c2972ee6_87dd_4d84_bb52_b1bb12][bookmark: _LINE__19_ad2f1ddf_e204_48ae_b005_47f039][bookmark: _LINE__20_2e4f7a16_7cc3_4504_bf45_5de4d3][bookmark: _LINE__21_1d59ccb7_b5b1_4c6f_8b62_9b7755][bookmark: _LINE__22_3335b431_223a_49fa_9491_66a0f4][bookmark: _LINE__23_f42ec10a_fe76_4f42_852d_25add6][bookmark: _LINE__24_7095afe5_ce6f_4bb9_a51f_0a8659][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3580b25d_30dc_4ba3_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__42efcdb2_6ec8_40a5_b1][bookmark: _LINE__25_f36e1f62_ca56_48e4_aedc_14e4b3][bookmark: _LINE__26_91132796_469f_449a_b888_e90f60][bookmark: _LINE__27_4a09628a_0481_42ee_9349_1e4d7a][bookmark: _LINE__28_3cfc16a9_9454_4dbd_bbb0_0bbdc7][bookmark: _LINE__29_8a247111_918d_4c52_b30d_35d1bf]B.  If the difference shown by the official tabulation between the leading candidate and the requesting candidate is more than 1% of the total votes cast for that office or more than 1,000 votes, whichever is less, the deposit is $5,000 or 10% of the reasonable estimate of the cost to the State of performing the first stage of the recount, whichever is greater.  After completion of the recount, if the recount has not changed the result of the election, the Secretary of State shall calculate the actual cost of the procedure, which must be paid by the requesting candidate.  If the deposit is greater than the actual cost, the overpayment must be refunded to the candidate.  If the actual cost is greater than the deposit, the candidate shall pay the remainder of the actual cost to the State.  Once the sworn law enforcement officers or contracted courier, or the State Police if requested, has taken custody of the ballots and other election materials for the first stage of the recount, the deposit made by the candidate requesting the recount is forfeited to the State even if the candidate withdraws from the recount before the recount begins.  If a recount reverses the election, the deposit must be returned to the candidate requesting the recount.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5b3a1369_2bae_4fd8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__82bf12d0_94f6_4c60_ab5c_e][bookmark: _PAR__7_7319ea85_adda_460e_815d_6ef4afde][bookmark: _LINE__30_91b46535_588c_4c1e_bafe_9e2fc9][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__695c05e9_0c09_4c4e_88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1d91cf5a_cde4_4855][bookmark: _LINE__31_cd3be15f_7402_447f_8497_23679a]Sec. A-22.  21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. UUUU, §3 and affected by §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9f992510_e933_494b_9e2a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__053de9cb_c4af_4b7d_a26d_cfd][bookmark: _PAR__8_6a659e17_b6da_4909_aceb_45c1e97d][bookmark: _LINE__32_0e99a8ec_30ef_4e92_81ed_c597a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3f682eaf_52e5_48d5_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a116482b_ed70_488b_b3b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__506898ab_629d_48fe_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__17cf06ad_730e_40ae_b2][bookmark: _LINE__33_18a26223_c96d_4e3b_a85b_d53008][bookmark: _LINE__34_96140887_ff0d_4d26_9e88_34309d][bookmark: _LINE__35_294e29e2_c46b_4894_9fca_09dd10][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1c9d3eef_d715_431b_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__85745237_3713_492b_83][bookmark: _LINE__36_38d86b58_bb00_4ddb_8024_a5b008][bookmark: _LINE__37_5ba65e93_cea8_4e42_8360_562fc6][bookmark: _LINE__38_e5dccc60_7537_42aa_b7cc_3876db]8.  Application for ongoing absentee voter status.  A No later than February 1, 2024, the Secretary of State shall design the ongoing absentee ballot application that allows a voter who will be at least 65 years of age by the next election or who self-identifies as having a disability may to apply for status as an ongoing absentee voter.  Each qualified applicant must automatically receive an absentee ballot for each ensuing statewide election, municipal election and any other election for which the voter is entitled to vote and need not submit a separate request for each election.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c42b0299_e233_4742_8eb2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e35a76e2_4a5c_46c7_9448_7910][bookmark: _PAR__9_d73b392a_a436_4d41_b233_a6a8b306][bookmark: _LINE__39_4d42d7bd_3bd2_44ed_876e_4d2de9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5815e79b_0c05_41aa_83e][bookmark: _LINE__40_4173e7e7_2e1d_4dc5_91d6_51ddd5][bookmark: _LINE__41_5dfa60e1_725b_406e_a931_1f7b44][bookmark: _LINE__42_a7f0ed42_723d_495b_a6d1_9410cf][bookmark: _LINE__43_dad4aa25_6181_426f_976b_490669][bookmark: _LINE__44_5e7505d3_212d_4d4c_ab61_38d52c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5dbc18c7_18e5_466f_812]A.  An application for status as an ongoing absentee voter must be made by a voter using procedures designed by the Secretary of State.  These procedures must include a process for notifying the voter that if the voter moves out of the municipality, that voter's status as an ongoing absentee voter in that municipality terminates.  A voter may obtain assistance in completing an application for ongoing absentee voter status pursuant to subsection 5.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90a83150_6d21_48dd_9070][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9fe6f1e1_15a2_4e9b_9959_e991][bookmark: _PAGE__7_754c7074_6951_4d2a_8a3c_9e8c257][bookmark: _PAR__1_657abe1f_0039_4c27_a334_faea42d3][bookmark: _LINE__1_f3b20657_3322_4de6_95e8_240de71][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c3101307_758e_4c1b_909][bookmark: _LINE__2_0364fbdc_b478_4368_8a86_3a1e616]B.  The clerk or Secretary of State shall terminate a voter's ongoing absentee voter status only upon:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2d471fd3_cddc_46ed_bd1d_164][bookmark: _PAR__2_2cd721b0_c440_489f_9570_be35f9ec][bookmark: _LINE__3_72c17360_6bb3_48f4_84a4_6c5f38b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2393ca96_c160_44bd_8851][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9881db3b_611d_4cb7_aa6](1)  The written request of the voter;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__12b49301_a4c1_4700_862b_539][bookmark: _PAR__3_443bf745_5532_4cea_8390_b180e5ff][bookmark: _LINE__4_abb37a28_3157_4584_9d86_6053679][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6e66e77c_a3ed_4560_b072][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a8556b9_d145_4400_a3f](2)  The death or disqualification of the voter;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3117a4de_bfa1_48b4_9a26_1cb][bookmark: _PAR__4_5c8cab28_6983_421d_a4f2_52576fe3][bookmark: _LINE__5_c25d97b9_d8ac_4277_9bc4_9181c66][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1daba6d4_e9bb_420b_951e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f543b69d_d13a_42d6_8fb][bookmark: _LINE__6_d6c160de_8b55_4df7_8c74_1e8c186](3)  The cancellation of the voter's registration record in the central voter registration system;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__81360340_9569_48fb_8d7f_da2][bookmark: _PAR__5_b7adb5c2_3851_48b3_9040_f0a0a3fe][bookmark: _LINE__7_18f2bf4e_eb7b_49d0_b9f4_3874a7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7680996a_f89b_4799_935f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__45793ce0_d04a_4acf_a69](4)  The return of an absentee ballot as undeliverable;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__74f91762_2f3c_4f0c_8783_b68][bookmark: _PAR__6_67e6aaf1_4017_4b65_9682_09c4bdba][bookmark: _LINE__8_3530a64b_4028_4cba_bc68_8acaaa2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8cd51506_ce6a_41a3_bce4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5c5deded_c75a_45d5_ab0](5)  The failure of the voter to vote by absentee ballot for a general election; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__13786692_90ba_4b26_8552_777][bookmark: _PAR__7_a86875f5_850d_4a99_a218_3008974c][bookmark: _LINE__9_abdfaf17_bdc9_4ab9_97ae_23737fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__27e40558_a327_4c7f_8444][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5b29ee11_861e_4eb2_850][bookmark: _LINE__10_00c93ce4_fed6_4ab6_b70e_d2b223](6)  The designation of the voter's status as inactive in the central voter registration system.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__103a24a3_4028_430f_b30][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c89ef048_3f36_4093_ae2c_da70][bookmark: _PAR__8_5a085c0c_362d_4f6d_9286_f55dfea6][bookmark: _LINE__11_c9d4cd9e_c709_4740_8804_3a994e][bookmark: _LINE__12_ccfd1295_f240_4ecd_aec4_811920][bookmark: _LINE__13_51d5ec0a_c657_4dca_95ca_fc4d1d]This subsection does not apply to uniformed service voters or overseas voters who are covered by the federal Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 52 United States Code, Section 20302 (2019).
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5402ce47_7116_4055][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e3c4f63f_c1d4_47b4_b7ac_8][bookmark: _PAR__9_5a070929_f0ea_4a7a_8f87_c4abd1f1][bookmark: _LINE__14_ad5f155c_d978_40e8_ad78_f11633][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__b17c6aed_02af_40ed_ba][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1d225e18_8cf0_422f][bookmark: _LINE__15_9e00b9da_e323_48b3_b3e4_eab02a]Sec. A-23.  21-A MRSA §753-B, sub-§6, ¶A, as amended by PL 2021, c. 273, §20, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__725cd696_8c78_47b6_a0b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2fe7401c_a502_44b7_a9d5_44f9][bookmark: _PAR__10_3817e124_372f_4af1_80e7_11937d1][bookmark: _LINE__16_13ebf377_4600_4427_97e4_2e45e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a2e6d5d2_78ce_41fc_bdd][bookmark: _LINE__17_c50732c6_a0fb_450a_9e00_f224ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49e73ccb_3d56_4c80_b0][bookmark: _LINE__18_638dc09c_330d_4055_8fb7_d67b87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b95573ad_cec6_4699_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e327f849_c402_40b9_99][bookmark: _LINE__19_5129e7eb_59e9_458d_b155_27a2c6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__da20921c_5ea9_47f4_b7][bookmark: _LINE__20_e3e65855_a81a_433d_8337_356b03][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c6ed2dd9_0645_4ccf_b9c][bookmark: _LINE__21_2ee1d646_0a7f_4c3c_b3c6_857c16][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bdc5203d_9b6c_41cc_b85][bookmark: _LINE__22_68d0325e_e80f_424c_83e7_6a312d][bookmark: _LINE__23_6856d53d_3a3e_4665_8e40_0d3628][bookmark: _LINE__24_044e80b4_c2dc_4bf1_ac39_2168e2][bookmark: _LINE__25_d31ec0cf_fe3b_47ad_8b2d_98be80][bookmark: _LINE__26_6baebc77_327f_466f_a96d_f3e588][bookmark: _LINE__27_03de9495_e70d_4cbb_889c_82a07e][bookmark: _LINE__28_4a184836_25a8_4e08_bb75_e0bcfe][bookmark: _LINE__29_ff4b50b0_a2cf_4436_9937_52ff99][bookmark: _LINE__30_f26febea_86dd_42fb_af92_80ebcc][bookmark: _LINE__31_71b9b8c2_0e92_491e_b79e_763be9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3555a649_e340_4877_b35][bookmark: _LINE__32_15046e5f_d520_4900_9958_d05e9d][bookmark: _LINE__33_4a4f9f2a_847b_4a09_8d94_4f01bc][bookmark: _LINE__34_bcba1870_7045_4fdf_b6a1_d5f8a9][bookmark: _LINE__35_de4d404f_4f18_4741_bab0_9fb32a][bookmark: _LINE__36_9d433871_9de6_403b_92bb_ecaacd][bookmark: _LINE__37_28ddd4cb_abf5_4d4e_93bc_407b47]A.  The list of absentee voters must include each voter's name, residence address, voting district and party affiliation; the date and manner by which the voter's ballot was requested, issued and received; and a notation of whether the application and the ballot were was accepted or rejected.  If the clerk determines that there is a defect on the return envelope of an absentee ballot under section 756, subsection 2 and that defect is cured pursuant to section 756‑A, the clerk shall note whether the ballot was accepted or accepted but challenged and shall list the date that the defect was cured as the date that the ballot was received.  The clerk must also indicate on the list when the absentee voter is a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or township voter.  By the time that all absentee ballots have been processed on election day, the clerk must update the central voter registration system or annotate the printed list of absentee voters to reflect all ballots that were received by the close of the polls on election day, including a notation of whether the ballots were accepted, accepted but challenged or rejected and the reasons for such rejections.  This list, reflecting all absentee ballots received by the close of the polls, must be made available for public inspection.  Any absentee voter certified as a participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90‑B must be listed by the voter code assigned to that individual under the program instead of by the voter's name and reflect the Address Confidentiality Program address assigned to the voter.  The list of absentee voters must be sorted so that the program participants appear at the end of the list and must be printed on a separate page of the list.  The portion of the list of absentee voters relating to Address Confidentiality Program participants must be kept under seal and excluded from public inspection.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__98364be3_720e_46fc_b805][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__730db36f_eab7_4845_aa4b_d68e][bookmark: _PAR__12_e960067a_284d_40d6_85de_8aee567][bookmark: _LINE__40_992c0765_0dac_4c40_bfaa_249947][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__82f3149a_4656_4cff_8e7][bookmark: _LINE__41_a64260c8_10b0_4dda_b93f_54433f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25f66be6_e4ac_4cdd_bf][bookmark: _LINE__42_775d66ab_e900_4575_82aa_7eb752][bookmark: _LINE__43_9a3b38cb_77fc_47e5_874c_e7cfd3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__08a4e6d9_3893_4939_86][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__0c60481d_a4c4_43e5_ad5c_83b][bookmark: _PAGE__8_93de84c0_f8b8_4967_8e26_d53e76e][bookmark: _PAR__1_f47c7315_7189_4629_b7f6_8a1a2fc2][bookmark: _LINE__1_7f13c7b0_accc_4245_bb36_1f1c51f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d98e0f2_0997_4025_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__128d7dd7_f204_4caf_b9][bookmark: _LINE__2_b748d9b9_0ea9_4958_9c49_2fa4446][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e1efb2f1_b050_41e0_b03][bookmark: _LINE__3_50bf57e6_d850_40ec_a362_dae3d72][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__cfa8aabb_ea70_4b95_9b5][bookmark: _LINE__4_3392b232_a3b7_4fc5_8c08_a1c014b][bookmark: _LINE__5_3e973eb4_aeee_4db4_8165_e77d5de][bookmark: _LINE__6_6e3dbcfd_6931_4c95_8a4e_23a8bd0][bookmark: _LINE__7_b7fe9e31_724e_499f_ac90_021f582][bookmark: _LINE__8_59cfb1ac_b28a_4f69_b807_73ed14b][bookmark: _LINE__9_c02cdc1f_2cb0_4123_94e0_7e88e1b][bookmark: _LINE__10_cb0c90a5_b733_4492_ab41_904787][bookmark: _LINE__11_ce670c2d_f09c_4402_97b1_b856ca][bookmark: _LINE__12_f2fa5333_03d9_43ba_8983_321201][bookmark: _LINE__13_8d480817_276d_4d35_96d5_6fa597][bookmark: _LINE__14_6165b8b8_c4b8_4398_bd82_2335d8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__90482e7f_d9a0_4ba8_ac3][bookmark: _LINE__15_8b8d3d73_fef3_4c8d_8ffd_929eae][bookmark: _LINE__16_45a9d744_529a_47d3_bb59_7015f9][bookmark: _LINE__17_1f8b2a4a_cab4_4136_9899_337dcb][bookmark: _LINE__18_bd36cbc1_10a6_4083_8315_182e7c][bookmark: _LINE__19_f88edf8b_4817_4148_9aa8_94e6bb][bookmark: _LINE__20_eb7fcb48_6438_4318_82bd_8c3416]A.  The list of absentee voters must include each voter's name, residence address, voting district and party affiliation; the date and manner by which the voter's ballot was requested, issued and received; if the voter is unenrolled, which party's ballot the voter requested for the primary election, if applicable; and a notation of whether the application and the ballot were was accepted or rejected.  If the clerk determines that there is a defect on the return envelope of an absentee ballot under section 756, subsection 2 and that defect is cured pursuant to section 756‑A, the clerk shall note whether the ballot was accepted or accepted but challenged and shall list the date that the defect was cured as the date that the ballot was received.  The clerk must also indicate on the list when the absentee voter is a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or township voter.  By the time that all absentee ballots have been processed on election day, the clerk must update the central voter registration system or annotate the printed list of absentee voters to reflect all ballots that were received by the close of the polls on election day, including a notation of whether the ballots were accepted, accepted but challenged or rejected and the reasons for such rejections.  This list, reflecting all absentee ballots received by the close of the polls, must be made available for public inspection.  Any absentee voter certified as a participant in the Address Confidentiality Program pursuant to Title 5, section 90‑B must be listed by the voter code assigned to that individual under the program instead of by the voter's name and reflect the Address Confidentiality Program address assigned to the voter.  The list of absentee voters must be sorted so that the program participants appear at the end of the list and must be printed on a separate page of the list.  The portion of the list of absentee voters relating to Address Confidentiality Program participants must be kept under seal and excluded from public inspection.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__29c81f8a_f6cf_45cf_9e84][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__07907211_a0d5_4c15_95c7_09d][bookmark: _PAR__5_abaeab6e_9cb7_4d72_b93a_d2f057e6][bookmark: _LINE__13_6ef8ae98_182b_47df_bfcb_e03853][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__82f6376e_62ec_4c9c_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bb5a936_c2aa_471f_a51][bookmark: _LINE__14_36d89389_27b6_4484_afad_2d73ce][bookmark: _LINE__15_6073e974_3234_4cbe_b717_986ebc][bookmark: _LINE__16_09089ca5_ef7d_4357_85f9_9c0df4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__235d5272_c1b6_4ec7_a0d][bookmark: _LINE__17_13b96a1b_1b6f_4f36_b882_9dd77b][bookmark: _LINE__18_1e6bd118_7f70_4af3_a3a8_1d7259][bookmark: _LINE__19_8a23656c_7727_4ef3_8e33_0b824b][bookmark: _LINE__20_44b8833d_82f7_418d_b998_a2bbe4][bookmark: _LINE__21_f1ed455b_fc31_4d1c_bdbe_371f29][bookmark: _LINE__22_0eb9b22d_b1a3_4141_9aac_bf3f6d][bookmark: _LINE__23_b4cceb78_c093_4a29_bf70_f5a0a5][bookmark: _LINE__24_49ad633c_d131_4c20_b7d1_ae16ff][bookmark: _LINE__25_892b0b0f_704d_4fdf_bfa8_f3643f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9a30338a_623c_4f78_85][bookmark: _LINE__26_214cc3cd_269e_4367_81c8_0a3630][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bc0c4525_f6e6_4554_9f1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__34f2cbb8_58ef_411b_89][bookmark: _LINE__27_27bfb832_117e_4778_b373_73884a][bookmark: _LINE__28_0f87ad84_4080_4ef8_b405_1ffa07]2.  Notice of early processing.  The clerk must give notice of the municipality's intent to process absentee ballots prior to election day using a notice of early processing form provided by the Secretary of State, stating the days and times that the clerk intends to begin processing absentee ballots and the inspection period provided in subsection 3.  At least 30 days before election day, the clerk shall provide a copy of the notice of early processing to the Secretary of State and the chairs of each political party of the municipality indicating that early processing of absentee ballots will occur.  The notice to the political parties must be considered sufficient as long as it is mailed to the last address of each municipal chair that is known to the clerk.  The notice to the Secretary of State may be delivered by mail or facsimile or as a scanned attachment to an e-mail address established by the Secretary of State.  If the notice is not received by the Secretary of State by 5:00 p.m. on the 30th day before election day, the municipality may not process absentee ballots prior to election day. The clerk shall post a copy of the notice of early processing with the notice of election as provided in section 621‑A Secretary of State shall post the list of municipalities that will process absentee ballots prior to election day on its publicly accessible website at least one week prior to the start of early processing.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb01f054_1098_4212_b40f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6fb12e14_820c_4c04_ba1e_39c][bookmark: _PAR__7_5d097181_2273_42be_942c_d0701c22][bookmark: _LINE__31_f5494e8f_52d4_420d_9d7a_2db899][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__10d36bcd_adef_4389_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e173a911_3ced_4c11_a1b][bookmark: _LINE__32_4d73844f_522a_4f0f_94b5_ff4d8b][bookmark: _LINE__33_e8b80f1d_607e_457a_a92c_9968e3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3d674e2a_881a_4e83_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__17b6d2fe_64c9_4b6f_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a9ddc6e1_7d4e_434d_87][bookmark: _LINE__34_6b364c80_6a5a_42bc_9c56_ad5629][bookmark: _LINE__35_2eb403be_99a0_4d64_9d6f_ad205b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2755a45b_4e1f_4be0_88b][bookmark: _LINE__36_c921f9de_0394_49de_9814_3b0510][bookmark: _LINE__37_15e7a5d3_95ea_43f2_bf64_588876][bookmark: _LINE__38_b8886a4b_7a96_4117_b680_c812e1][bookmark: _LINE__39_c7c1b713_8e3f_4ede_a077_5b2aae]3.  Inspection of absentee envelopes before processing.  A member of the public may make a written request of the clerk to inspect absentee ballot applications and envelopes before they are processed if the request is made by 9:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to each day that the clerk will process absentee ballots as specified on the notice of early processing under subsection 2.  The clerk shall make the absentee ballot applications and envelopes received by that time available for public inspection for one hour before the starting time specified in the notice of early processing for processing the absentee ballots.  The clerk may immediately proceed to process the ballots after the one-hour inspection time has elapsed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ff7e4937_f2f8_448e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dccb787f_4f31_4805_bbbb_1][bookmark: _PAR__8_b2f8b163_6920_4afb_91ce_c4b1052d][bookmark: _LINE__40_2c420020_6c96_402b_ad56_5394ce][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__c4d541a8_12ee_4804_9a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__08da5962_0af5_4a8a]Sec. A-30.  21-A MRSA §766 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__66718caa_b888_43c3_9079_441c][bookmark: _PAR__9_f6b272c1_3723_42ae_8fac_26f24e67][bookmark: _LINE__41_10fa75e2_bb86_4965_9631_c8e5f7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1a8c7df9_5f8c_4395_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__567d6b64_4cf1_4adc_8bb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c99fe3b7_1d46_42a1_ad]§766.  Rules
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3b9fdab_d29b_46ed_af0c_2559][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b472a1d0_5103_4727_a82][bookmark: _PAR__10_90efcd73_fed6_439e_80ad_d18ce69][bookmark: _LINE__42_05c4a3e2_7be0_4e07_96a5_989644][bookmark: _LINE__43_3324d97c_40fc_4ede_aacf_18acd0][bookmark: _LINE__44_86bfbeb2_02ee_410a_aef4_d72421]The Secretary of State may adopt rules necessary for the implementation of this article. Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ee6f7a53_9bc5_4311][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ed8e047e_ee91_48d0_8ca9_9][bookmark: _PAGE__10_493e4bd3_3a1f_4621_90dd_b04c25][bookmark: _PAR__1_be14771d_37af_403d_9a13_7df9e84b][bookmark: _LINE__1_8f5547f4_178e_44b1_bcf9_310dfd3][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__491d79a6_0b0a_454e_a1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a26c9563_ffa4_4fba][bookmark: _LINE__2_e84cfbc8_6e72_4cf9_9ae7_ee5e46b]Sec. A-31.  21-A MRSA §777-A, as amended by PL 2019, c. 636, §17, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__28182154_894a_4e15_83b4_53a0][bookmark: _PAR__2_894f4727_ebde_43f7_86be_70fb9301][bookmark: _LINE__3_0ddf1d27_9436_4090_a543_e1bc489][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__952760b2_2e9a_4670_9c24][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__54941844_76ae_4ce6_95]§777-A.  Registration and enrollment
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4a17930_6b6a_4d84_85f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__99e64ad8_68fc_4f1d_b33e_78d2][bookmark: _PAR__3_d1ff1c0f_3248_4d44_9402_a479d3dc][bookmark: _LINE__4_e6ffa75a_8deb_4749_a65c_8ea8130][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__27bbf97e_d317_43d5_a04][bookmark: _LINE__5_b6ca1af0_a1a7_4e50_bdbe_188178f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9bc4059b_b3bc_4438_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4fd4f54a_4740_4352_ab][bookmark: _LINE__6_29318e4d_0315_4a15_985b_fded6bd][bookmark: _LINE__7_58480e20_962c_4292_8adb_4752592][bookmark: _LINE__8_b9afa367_387b_4f07_bf68_1b4acd7]Notwithstanding the registration deadline in section 121‑A, uniformed service voters or overseas voters may register or enroll at any time prior to 5 p.m. noon on the day before election day by completing a federal or state voter registration application form and filing it with the registrar or the Secretary of State in person, by mail or by electronic means authorized by the Secretary of State.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__21cb0059_9bca_4785][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7017854f_c89e_4c23_b396_4][bookmark: _PAR__4_28b0a362_a2ba_4544_84b7_f1edb326][bookmark: _LINE__9_463d97f0_7169_4054_a1d0_7dcd52c][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__e262fb7c_5165_4783_b3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__94a15552_2bd7_4912][bookmark: _LINE__10_d5944f4a_7d8b_4c68_840a_ea2bb2]Sec. A-32.  21-A MRSA §781-A, as amended by PL 2019, c. 636, §18, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__3d51aed8_90b1_48d0_8527_bdb7][bookmark: _PAR__5_ecb7a3f5_c0e5_4bf6_964e_a50b4f26][bookmark: _LINE__11_3e9dba35_2607_482e_997e_130395][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__58458c8a_30d0_4e91_97e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2d81761a_5049_415b_a7]§781-A.  Absentee ballot application; procedure on receipt
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36a14eb2_1e27_4731_8a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__22f2fcca_9d0d_4838_83b6_7f97][bookmark: _PAR__6_3401931c_f1c5_4f88_a217_4c04c12a][bookmark: _LINE__12_ec3ef23a_f7ea_43a3_815b_ae4d0e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6f99383b_ad5f_408d_bcc][bookmark: _LINE__13_0402952b_5191_4acf_b67b_9eb266][bookmark: _LINE__14_2239dce4_5a02_4417_9a08_2a965d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf95a297_513c_42ed_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__35cc01c1_451f_4abf_bc][bookmark: _LINE__15_38dd8934_6b72_4435_89a0_3afb79][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__99321221_1b23_4335_b1a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c4482dc3_e94f_40e8_960][bookmark: _LINE__16_307401fa_fc20_41f1_864e_21e3b4][bookmark: _LINE__17_07ae3e0a_7f1f_4c41_ad63_5a0f8d][bookmark: _LINE__18_1e9ea110_c1fc_4e11_922b_eb95a2][bookmark: _LINE__19_0c911df5_6d95_4364_bf11_40f111][bookmark: _LINE__20_d074f9f0_7b10_4c52_8171_4af5df][bookmark: _LINE__21_cccf5d68_b36f_4d78_ae48_6ed732]Notwithstanding the absentee ballot application deadline in section 753‑B, subsection 2, paragraph D, upon receipt of an application or written request for an absentee ballot prior to 5 p.m. noon on the day before election day from a uniformed service voter or overseas voter that is accepted pursuant to section 753‑A or section 783, the clerk or the Secretary of State shall immediately issue an absentee ballot and return envelope by the authorized means designated by the voter in the application.  If the ballot is to be transmitted to the voter by mail, the clerk or the Secretary of State shall type or write in ink the name and the residence address of the voter in the designated section of the return envelope.  The Secretary of State shall provide a return envelope that moves free of postage under federal law.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__66d08682_96aa_4ebb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__525e06e2_3588_4efe_87bf_c][bookmark: _PAR__7_6c01bfc3_d06b_40d9_afee_ca426c8b][bookmark: _LINE__22_fbac3710_ef6d_49f9_b090_e98300][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__0da2934d_0176_4aec_8a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a85ec551_8553_4eb1][bookmark: _LINE__23_f2b557b9_7e2c_4409_baef_f006dd]Sec. A-33.  21-A MRSA §903-A, first ¶, as amended by PL 2015, c. 99, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__096002f6_d6bd_4a72_80d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1eb41fc9_89ca_402f_b510_1c65][bookmark: _PAR__8_8ade0514_8287_4035_a304_fb0a1d3c][bookmark: _LINE__24_533d0435_0c8d_4b36_9dd3_3e9243][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2c5f4301_cfa4_4819_a8][bookmark: _LINE__25_cc2ce9e9_f401_4567_815f_75680f][bookmark: _LINE__26_77a08aba_32b9_467e_b61f_d90d15][bookmark: _LINE__27_8cc870a4_0b8c_4959_9029_ea642e][bookmark: _LINE__28_4a057212_0dc2_4192_a9c4_f68dc6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__78f60822_2223_45bc_9df]Petitions issued under this chapter may be circulated by any Maine resident who is a registered voter acting as a circulator of a petition.  A circulator of a petition solicits signatures for the petition by presenting the petition to the voter, asking the voter to sign the petition and personally witnessing the voter affixing the voter's signature to the petition.  The circulator of the petition must comply with the provisions of section 902.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__0611a261_598a][bookmark: _PAR__9_04280643_58dd_431c_a0f0_1b9c8a8e][bookmark: _LINE__29_0a479975_38c3_49e1_8830_0d9eab][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__7efa4fff_142a_46af_a2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__abe9f254_21f8_4a56]Sec. A-34.  PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. UUUU, §7 is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0c8a0359_84ab_41a0_838d_db8169d][bookmark: _LINE__30_e95fcad8_61fe_4eaa_b281_f6950a][bookmark: _LINE__31_64616a36_a452_43df_86b2_cbd318][bookmark: _LINE__32_d0ce7d98_aec4_4aff_96d9_47391c][bookmark: _LINE__33_4d2c38c4_e7fb_4c77_9d2f_7353e1][bookmark: _LINE__34_b7d04ac1_cea4_4d55_aff7_7e062b]Sec. UUUU-7.  Effective date.  That section of this Part that enacts the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 161, subsection 2-B takes effect January 1, 2023.  Those sections of this Part that enact Title 21-A, section 753‑A, subsections 8 and 9 and those sections of this Part that amend Title 21‑A, section 752, subsection 3 and section 753‑B, subsection 1 take effect November October 1, 2023.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2f3ddf2c_f25e][bookmark: _PAR__11_726f3143_612c_43bf_af2d_2fb47b2][bookmark: _LINE__35_14517745_8c4d_44a5_8136_d7665c][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__52fccaf8_3311_417f_a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e82623a0_d8e9_4410]Sec. A-35.  PL 2021, c. 439, §15 is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_907d054b_7fd3_4fd0_80e4_ea39054][bookmark: _LINE__36_03dfb8f8_5628_4cd9_a069_69a3f5][bookmark: _LINE__37_f038d4fd_4ea4_47e9_8097_6cd59c][bookmark: _LINE__38_c7168150_9b6a_43b7_b22c_b9abce]Sec. 15.  Effective date.  This Act takes effect November 1, 2023, except that that section of this Act that enacts the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 152, subsection 6 takes effect October 1, 2023.
[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__8b7b8fa5_bf45_4df8_9d][bookmark: _PAR__13_ea57f4bb_3e8a_45d9_91b3_a6b978a][bookmark: _LINE__39_730dbc03_ddae_4ecf_a07e_edc753][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__2c540494_638d_47f0_8b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__23a20409_c4f7_4e79][bookmark: _LINE__40_38f9c783_1b5f_4ee8_a578_710bda][bookmark: _LINE__41_f75aa0db_a405_4201_9719_21f8bc][bookmark: _LINE__42_364a2f86_2599_4fe7_9929_faaf55][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__4318189c_bd4c_4922_8a5d_745][bookmark: _PAGE__11_5b6a4b59_3a37_4466_b374_ac60f8][bookmark: _PAR__1_9195fc44_3704_431e_a164_708ff32f][bookmark: _LINE__1_cf20f0ac_54b1_4c82_819b_f33dee3][bookmark: _LINE__2_346d87c8_8d31_4b71_8f1c_0f14565][bookmark: _LINE__3_bc5f7183_e609_4be2_8fc8_b467869]Sec. A-36.  Effective date. That section of this Part that amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21-A, section 152, subsection 6 and that section of this Part that amends Title 21-A, section 753-A, subsection 8 take effect October 1, 2023, and that section of this Part that amends Title 21-A, section 723-A, subsection 5 as amended by Public Law 2021, chapter 750, section 11 and that section of this Part that amends Title 21-A, section 753-B, subsection 6, paragraph A as amended by Public Law 2021, chapter 750, section 12 take effect January 1, 2024.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__041ecb7a_2556_4743_99][bookmark: _BILL_PART__7a7e1439_2a5b_4890_af94_416e][bookmark: _PAR__2_6d5a78b1_8dd4_4de6_86ef_ea831f51][bookmark: _LINE__4_fb37f349_360d_4f70_a111_b1433a2][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__cd623230_3906_4cfc_bd]PART B
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__14e66e9a_0223_48d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6ea5479f_89ff_451f_ace0_9][bookmark: _PAR__3_0b1ce1a1_1e1a_47ef_bbfc_fabdcf9f][bookmark: _LINE__5_ea946c78_7727_4025_9e3c_117c55c][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__8a8408b3_814a_4525_95][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1bca5907_fec6_4f54][bookmark: _LINE__6_b30e5464_0f1c_4001_b2c3_fbbfd6f]Sec. B-1.  4 MRSA §1916, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 651, Pt. A, §4 and affected by §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0b749c0_b599_499f_b58d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__82ea2373_0e12_48c8_95d1_d0e][bookmark: _PAR__4_b7668142_8e0a_4c72_8724_3de71327][bookmark: _LINE__7_0a9d0419_a18d_4b71_936d_6ad0cd1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dbc0bb3c_6eed_477d_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0b32acf2_55be_4264_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ee42ed6_79ae_4a1f_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ee7b28e6_f1c0_48ea_a91][bookmark: _LINE__8_32f588d8_83e1_48dd_bf46_a7017be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__33d32c3f_c059_439c_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__27f86464_a2dd_49f4_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4a229588_034c_45d7_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5282933c_9ea0_4e9b_ac][bookmark: _LINE__9_ae73b261_2db1_45be_b709_746c5c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6a51beaf_58ee_4176_b1][bookmark: _LINE__10_d0fad7d3_15bf_46d4_8efb_fd78ff][bookmark: _LINE__11_6d2df46b_d51c_4d0b_93f3_95635a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__02642907_1239_4cb6_9ce][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__59336513_c692_4060_81e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__607bfb34_422b_4534_879][bookmark: _LINE__12_5c63befd_6fc5_4d14_941a_2c42a9][bookmark: _LINE__13_be6f7f90_66c1_4d3a_9b55_f1010b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7c4bbdeb_52f5_4975_b4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6051a748_dcfc_4f3b_83][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bd8e2bd3_1f56_4532_96c][bookmark: _LINE__14_86c5de5c_15de_4db4_9a4f_d315f1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3d175e00_7cd4_4557_bee][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__815ab05d_805e_4dbb_b80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__40358907_221c_4a2a_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f2ff8649_d1fb_44ba_a6][bookmark: _LINE__15_80331679_4cca_4496_8e3d_d4a3fc]2.  Stamp required requirements.  If a notarial act regarding a tangible record is performed by a notary public notarial officer, an official stamp must may be affixed to or embossed on the certificate.  If a notarial act is performed regarding a tangible record by a notarial officer other than a notary public and the certificate contains the information specified in subsection 1, paragraphs B, C and D, an official stamp may be affixed to or embossed on the certificate.  If a notarial act regarding an electronic record is performed by a notarial officer notary public and the certificate contains the information specified in subsection 1, paragraphs B, C and D, an official stamp may must be attached to or logically associated with the certificate.
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__1f12d692_1e30_4735_bd][bookmark: _BILL_PART__5a8392ed_013c_46d0_a018_4ea4][bookmark: _PAR__5_3cb4ba6f_e1f3_4adf_918b_86e9aea7][bookmark: _LINE__16_a1b97cd1_3e16_4f41_8733_42d88f][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__fc0e9da5_a9d5_4d72_bd]PART C
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e68e69e6_f6aa_472c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__65452165_5526_482b_8b12_9][bookmark: _PAR__6_f70cf691_a083_4186_a2d6_69e2921b][bookmark: _LINE__17_804ba062_d875_466e_81e1_f61738][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__d56a237d_d27b_4d38_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__53048ff6_3441_4836][bookmark: _LINE__18_aaabd6ae_e2fe_46d9_a3fc_62c79e]Sec. C-1.  30-A MRSA §7005, as amended by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is repealed.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__956f92d9_0cf2_4999_8c0e_829059][bookmark: _PAR__7_b57121ff_361b_497c_b2b9_896b24c1][bookmark: _LINE__19_da0e73a2_a8be_4236_b3dc_6d6047]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1b100728_c53b_4f23_ab0c_c8c7e9a2][bookmark: _LINE__20_e6bc75fe_da57_4c17_afe9_a036a0]This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing elections and notarial acts.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_5473c7fa_9da3_40cb_abcf_d9f0fb3d][bookmark: _LINE__21_6440377e_f507_41e1_8f69_4c2245]Part A does the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_00539b80_0946_45fb_82ef_2631fba][bookmark: _LINE__22_43a80ba4_7610_4b47_9c99_94edd9][bookmark: _LINE__23_4dfbd509_fa29_4f04_b4a7_f95f63][bookmark: _LINE__24_47dae567_43a9_478d_8ca1_cf6ea0][bookmark: _LINE__25_b6c78223_c24e_4bc3_8878_dea6c7][bookmark: _LINE__26_95892f19_c5e4_4ab6_99c8_e2bcce][bookmark: _LINE__27_b635e939_7f54_45bc_8733_ce691f]1.  It provides that the elections division of the Secretary of State's office is responsible for processing voter registration applications for voters enrolled in the Address Confidentiality Program and for creating the voter records in the central voter registration system. It also provides that the elections division is responsible for mailing the absentee ballots for statewide elections to the voters in the Address Confidentiality Program, while the municipal clerk must mail the absentee ballots for local elections to these voters.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c6fd6c9c_8ad8_44f9_86f9_4aa1498][bookmark: _LINE__28_7490d754_b834_4137_9ebc_b38eba][bookmark: _LINE__29_1b3c83a3_4653_43f1_bfd1_61dd22]2.  It changes the effective date and implementation date of the laws governing online voter registration.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_18ceb82c_51b7_4899_918a_451122a][bookmark: _LINE__30_3375bbbb_f93f_437f_8ba0_c75831][bookmark: _LINE__31_75a700fc_27d9_463b_8506_665ac3]3.  It removes the requirement for municipal clerks to attend the biennial party caucuses in the even-numbered years.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b6e4c5b1_413b_40b2_b6f9_db37209][bookmark: _LINE__32_c9d9fb0f_a6c5_4c37_a652_36d6c6][bookmark: _LINE__33_70d0aa00_72bd_4e93_9779_927f3b]4.  It allows political parties to hold virtual biennial municipal caucuses rather than in-person caucuses.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_53a7b8e3_9cbe_4589_bd06_ff450da][bookmark: _LINE__34_58236311_2169_4c18_b3ae_c16f29][bookmark: _LINE__35_31808088_d1dd_4e3e_a981_ad17f6]5.  It provides that primary candidates may file their candidate consent either with their primary petitions or prior to filing their primary petitions with the Secretary of State.  
[bookmark: _PAR__15_0ba4ad38_aed6_4ad6_9b68_cc44750][bookmark: _LINE__36_2f475b45_4b74_46ca_b6be_2bd68d][bookmark: _LINE__37_ec9881d3_3a87_4dcd_8c83_d0f6fa][bookmark: _LINE__38_9fbf3048_ab75_4a43_9e21_42002d]6.  It provides that nonparty candidates may file their candidate consent either with their nomination petitions or prior to filing their nomination petitions with the Secretary of State.  
[bookmark: _PAR__16_4b7be816_1269_45af_91cd_c32febc][bookmark: _LINE__39_a1e6af42_316d_4cb2_b6fd_eed108][bookmark: _LINE__40_a915f137_3c2f_49a4_9949_01b61a]7.  It allows for the candidate consent and certificate of nomination for a replacement candidate to be submitted to the Secretary of State via scanned image or facsimile.
[bookmark: _PAGE__12_05e6d253_fdb6_4d54_a6a5_a66658][bookmark: _PAR__1_4692de9c_4083_4bcf_82bb_ea3bc0bc][bookmark: _LINE__1_10a8f7ce_3e34_475d_97a3_4f1effb][bookmark: _LINE__2_cbe6533b_b50a_4246_94e0_fb3b256]8.  It allows for candidates to submit a withdrawal notice to the Secretary of State via scanned image or facsimile.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_923115a1_6671_4e7d_8aab_795d25d6][bookmark: _LINE__3_f05e6067_cee9_497f_90fc_6760bcf][bookmark: _LINE__4_42a503a1_120b_42cc_8ded_076315d][bookmark: _LINE__5_0d39b41a_97eb_4e8e_8f7d_885ca17]9.  It prohibits a person from taking a photograph of another person in the voting place if the person taking the photograph is closer than 15 feet from the person being photographed.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_98ec6331_9a9c_4d98_b639_0ff4e2ce][bookmark: _LINE__6_320e90d3_4fbf_4674_8404_815a1d9]10.  It clarifies how a voter must mark a ballot to cast a write-in vote.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_0de132ce_bfcd_4bda_94bb_9dfc19f0][bookmark: _LINE__7_11897f7e_6f60_4c19_80b6_9029873][bookmark: _LINE__8_7af2514f_dc17_4527_9aff_9dfa00e]11.  It changes the deadline for a write-in candidate to file that candidate's written declaration of write-in candidacy.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_98e80455_d5c4_43b6_b89f_7c76920e][bookmark: _LINE__9_9e2f8819_b0b9_492e_9691_5e1fcb8][bookmark: _LINE__10_1e2f51d8_d336_4624_96dc_c92ee8][bookmark: _LINE__11_9f77def1_00c3_41b8_84d1_56a4d3]12.  It removes batch elimination from the ranked-choice voting process and requires the Secretary of State to post the complete cast vote record on its publicly accessible website as soon as the certified results are reported.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b29350d1_710d_4d10_b905_71a53c65][bookmark: _LINE__12_b746f26a_9acd_4670_82e1_57b429][bookmark: _LINE__13_8f1cdc2d_8976_4645_ab4b_d6caf8][bookmark: _LINE__14_c5e099e4_6143_4d6e_bcbb_c0ed8d][bookmark: _LINE__15_00d17351_668b_4bdd_b589_1e202b][bookmark: _LINE__16_9da9fe17_f6f3_4539_9af9_d905da]13.  It requires the Secretary of State to use sworn law enforcement officers for the secure retrieval of ballots prior to a recount.  If sworn law enforcement officers are not available to conduct the retrieval, the Secretary of State may use a contracted courier to provide these services.  It clarifies that ballot retrieval may be conducted in stages for a recount that involves multiple counties.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5f05fd21_aef5_47a0_9330_d3ea72de][bookmark: _LINE__17_73a6a39c_d629_4ad9_8313_700bfe][bookmark: _LINE__18_d0bf60a6_4430_445a_90ac_53fff9]14.  It changes the effective date and implementation date of the laws governing ongoing absentee ballots.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_e3f9e05e_b8cd_496b_9a6d_d1b7c8c3][bookmark: _LINE__19_8fdbd50a_e09f_4408_868a_a6ee22][bookmark: _LINE__20_ea92a415_9d63_479c_a8b3_c0a8e4]15.  It removes the requirement that the list of absentee voters created for each election must contain a notation of whether the application was accepted or rejected.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1d388b57_a1ed_494c_8d17_5819da10][bookmark: _LINE__21_ee3cd33c_95a5_44ee_a9f4_c69d60][bookmark: _LINE__22_1db9b46b_62e9_46f2_9137_c921c3][bookmark: _LINE__23_14249ec5_21dc_4343_bca9_dd5c8a]16.  It changes the reference from denial of an absentee ballot application to rejection of an application and provides that the voter may be notified of the rejection in writing or by e-mail.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5276ac04_bc81_4415_89e7_84af48f][bookmark: _LINE__24_5f0dac1c_72eb_4910_8f09_1a0d6a][bookmark: _LINE__25_afdf404a_65c0_4abc_8579_b94eed]17.  It provides that a municipal clerk may begin processing absentee ballots starting at 7 a.m. on any day that the clerk processes ballots prior to election day.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b2207f8f_4935_46b1_9fc6_046fcbc][bookmark: _LINE__26_ed9811c1_f6b9_4bfb_975a_53b7a2][bookmark: _LINE__27_821ce8c5_f380_4fed_85c3_cda3f0][bookmark: _LINE__28_ada8fd86_82a2_46b9_b119_e92941][bookmark: _LINE__29_16659ad6_776a_4ed9_befb_021d74]18.  It requires the Secretary of State to post the list of municipalities that have opted to process absentee ballots prior to election day on the Secretary of State's publicly accessible website at least one week prior to the date on which early processing of absentee ballots may begin.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d9e9df65_f372_42ac_8a58_000fb65][bookmark: _LINE__30_d9435a5d_612b_4fed_940d_75e800][bookmark: _LINE__31_47fe78c5_9475_40ba_9f08_9271f8][bookmark: _LINE__32_2e1ec232_faf3_4d5f_b708_8f5323]19.  It changes the deadline by which a member of the public must submit that member's request to a municipal clerk to inspect absentee ballots and envelopes before they are processed.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_25368e4b_843e_4563_a6c2_195f1d3][bookmark: _LINE__33_89879e05_e04b_4b98_8d56_efa960][bookmark: _LINE__34_5fda1312_4afa_4094_b075_b2b7e5]20.  It allows the Secretary of State to adopt rules related to the conduct of regular absentee voting. 
[bookmark: _PAR__14_1403cad2_a8a4_42a3_83cf_717d156][bookmark: _LINE__35_279e0e25_96a7_4d9a_b046_a8e99e][bookmark: _LINE__36_6e23a3b3_95f0_4e05_b0d6_14b18e]21.  It changes the deadline by which uniformed service voters or overseas voters may register to vote.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_3d8f4d1c_ab70_463a_98db_35d9b75][bookmark: _LINE__37_7c6718e3_b336_4ec0_a86a_82cf37][bookmark: _LINE__38_24610a28_ef33_4827_a92f_25aa85]22.  It changes the deadline by which uniformed service voters or overseas voters may request an absentee ballot.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_366bfb4f_9def_400f_9277_84bfb2b][bookmark: _LINE__39_209a18c7_7ed1_4149_8088_439d6b][bookmark: _LINE__40_13f8d4d0_1f98_47b0_942f_1aae3e]23.  It removes the requirement that a circulator for a citizen's initiative or people's veto petition be a Maine resident and registered Maine voter.
[bookmark: _PAGE__13_e9c9bd9c_4be8_4aee_bf10_d726e6][bookmark: _PAR__1_39f9c597_202f_435c_8b2c_ca265207][bookmark: _LINE__1_a408ad63_30a2_4b2e_b65b_498cebc][bookmark: _LINE__2_26c636b2_b4e8_4ab3_b2eb_f0ba41d][bookmark: _LINE__3_c012aca7_895c_4d4a_be2e_7e13e28][bookmark: _LINE__4_b55b2954_346c_4bcf_a28b_de42864][bookmark: _LINE__5_d9ea06cf_67c9_4e77_ac7b_96ff07c]Part B provides that if a notarial act regarding a tangible record is performed by a notarial officer, an official stamp may be affixed to or embossed on the certificate and that if a notarial act regarding an electronic record is performed by a notary public and the certificate contains certain information, an official stamp must be attached to or logically associated with the certificate.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_67725e08_d918_487d_836b_c5facacd][bookmark: _LINE__6_3f50f28c_2e55_4782_95d1_66424a7][bookmark: _LINE__7_a92e89e5_8238_428f_95dc_b28c429]Part C removes the provision of law requiring plantations to submit the names of the elected assessors and clerks to the Secretary of State.
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