131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Promote Consistent Policies within Growth Management Programs in Order to Increase Food Security and Economic Resiliency in Local Communities
L.D. 
An Act to Promote Consistent Policies within Growth Management Programs in Order to Increase Food Security and Economic Resiliency in Local Communities
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__872c5e23_7a83_48e9_874][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__938ed3b3_0c54_4156_9cc7_a86ca][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__6bcd6c36_2e0a_4304_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_ff25e2f3_8333_4c06_8683_00dde62][bookmark: _PAR__1_d1133a36_c282_4a8d_95a6_9423778c]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5ee74738_a4db_41ca][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8dae04aa_ef20_4930_9b5a_d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__8f1a089f_eb1e_49a0_86][bookmark: _PAR__2_fa69f4f0_95cb_470d_8cb6_77b2006f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__02f40366_d224_465c]Sec. 1.  30-A MRSA §4312, sub-§2, ¶G, as amended by PL 2001, c. 578, §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c7b2efe_8038_425d_bcc7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__48e09a45_2064_4b35_8a61_07f9][bookmark: _PAR__3_ca272f7d_453d_41bd_928e_2958c522][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5fdb3a98_c9fb_45cd_b47][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e229fe3_5d3f_41bb_80]G.  Encourage the widest possible involvement by the citizens of each municipality in all aspects of the planning and implementation process, in order to ensure that the plans developed by municipalities have had the benefit of citizen input; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1a32b9f5_e601_4040][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__70b74115_6bf1_421b_a360_8][bookmark: _PAR__4_eebb4bd3_e416_4514_907e_b8777e00][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__baac6ca7_c1e1_4707]Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §4312, sub-§2, ¶I, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 578, §8, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26823555_5bc4_4c5b_ac9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__75a9eb98_5597_4184_80c4_67b2][bookmark: _PAR__5_b3dcd8e0_cc83_4004_beec_2c546298][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__978412d6_6398_4e25_955][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ccea6732_b37e_4546_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3ae347d6_56cb_4980_8f]I.  Encourage the development and implementation of multimunicipal growth management programs.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e3590922_065b_447b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__33a389bc_7923_46f6_b084_d][bookmark: _PAR__6_56803dcb_b8a4_4d35_965e_4c3175fa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__63c5ee9b_351c_4410]Sec. 3.  30-A MRSA §4312, sub-§2, ¶J is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__320ed57d_aa5e_452c_afbe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__867cdd35_ee3a_4b94_a8a7_ddc3][bookmark: _PAR__7_1c3e867f_f494_4be3_8d2f_852c1c6c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a2e6b75_e36c_405b_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f40df346_e2a8_42c9_977]J.  Encourage municipalities to ensure that the language and requirements in charters, policies, codes, regulations, bylaws and fees align with each other and meet the overall intent of the comprehensive plan approved by the legislative body.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__600038e1_ed7b_423a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3b5bafba_bb9f_4512_b340_5][bookmark: _PAR__8_947a8927_e752_482f_bb32_a6edefd3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__17038214_0975_43cc]Sec. 4.  30-A MRSA §4312, sub-§3, ¶L, as amended by PL 2021, c. 657, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eaa96aa5_4b39_4284_ab5a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__65678297_bece_4e13_bfd1_681b][bookmark: _PAR__9_f8d3d63f_9d1d_49b0_94f2_3183adf8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__354e8384_801e_4be1_a09][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__00ddbad3_966e_4ca0_a2]L.  To encourage municipalities to develop policies that accommodate older adults with aging in place and that encourage the creation of age-friendly communities; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__07e9f4a7_9ac8_420e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cc5ddfb0_4440_4a7a_9f97_5][bookmark: _PAR__10_08cedd92_a29c_436c_8435_a1451ac][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__63ecbc6f_aabe_4437]Sec. 5.  30-A MRSA §4312, sub-§3, ¶N, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 153, §3 and reallocated by RR 2019, c. 1, Pt. A, §39, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1a450500_c50b_421a_b5b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__90b5ece3_fabc_4c8f_90f3_0044][bookmark: _PAR__11_72dd6b14_338c_4803_afcc_5650d1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2c5ffc65_9183_4e04_830][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2cd5366b_64f1_4f7a_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93aa8724_ed8b_4b7a_81]N.  To plan for the effects of the rise in sea level on buildings, transportation infrastructure, sewage treatment facilities and other relevant state, regional, municipal or privately held infrastructure, property or resources.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__42ac3d7f_475a_4901][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d3c0d0bd_9a57_4c98_a88e_8][bookmark: _PAR__12_edd32e31_fddb_4172_8d49_ff15ccf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f116c0f7_a059_4108]Sec. 6.  30-A MRSA §4312, sub-§3, ¶O is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__192ebc9e_4b2f_471f_8eb0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b2b59175_7d47_4431_a5c8_d5e4][bookmark: _PAR__13_a4c17e9a_6550_4e72_aab2_10e669a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7f3ff001_4658_47c8_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd0f8ac9_9e32_41c6_bf0]O.  To encourage municipalities to develop policies that assess community needs and environmental, food security and economic resiliency effects of municipal regulations, lessen the effect of excessive parking requirements for buildings in downtowns and on main streets and provide for alternative approaches for compliance relating to the reuse of upper floors of buildings in downtowns and on main streets.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a64265ea_9c46_435f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__696aca2c_2369_4833_9809_f][bookmark: _PAR__14_7b1bdc89_1eb4_4a9c_8ef9_1bc9f7a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__455043ae_0501_45c2]Sec. 7.  30-A MRSA §4323, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §45 and Pt. C, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c8f1ee1f_75d7_4a1a_baab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc1dd439_e7c2_46c5_b8c9_304][bookmark: _PAR__15_665dee1d_d039_4e52_8073_79dedcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2450fa9f_9fa7_4737_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a21191d_3041_484d_89c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ed08f5e6_3ee2_4d27_b4]3.  Other.  Do all other things necessary to carry out the purposes of this subchapter, including ensuring that the language and requirements in charters, policies, codes, regulations, bylaws and fees align with each other and meet the overall intent of the comprehensive plan approved by the legislative body.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e5ce91d8_2625_483b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cc23c06d_2f35_4100_8adf_e][bookmark: _PAR__16_15924851_36ec_459e_b077_1d8fca4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2a0e10f9_bbb8_42b2]Sec. 8.  30-A MRSA §4324, sub-§11 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c50c1a76_96c1_430a_8e19][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5fc028a6_fbd7_4aec_8eef_dc5][bookmark: _PAR__17_249e84cd_767e_43be_859e_e7b9710][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1f53bf7c_4bae_46bb_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__41b45055_d916_473c_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e353e0be_6ce7_46ad_866]11.  Language and requirements align and meet intent of comprehensive plan.  A municipality or multimunicipal region shall ensure that the language and requirements in charters, policies, codes, regulations, bylaws and fees align with each other and meet the overall intent of the comprehensive plan approved by the legislative body.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8aa8cae7_fba1_450a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__27817ed2_14ee_4269_8301_f][bookmark: _PAGE__2_d699e469_4128_45af_b796_ef35d3c][bookmark: _PAR__1_270af115_fac4_4764_a5f9_19323993][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__00ad8501_0f61_494d]Sec. 9.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§1, ¶H, as amended by PL 2021, c. 657, §5, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cd749ae7_2f36_4e88_9587][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5fb6aa12_b403_4ede_847d_4913][bookmark: _PAR__2_d02a9bba_0906_4f43_8c42_90ad59b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f757051e_4513_4b21_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d62cee8_d323_4969_b77]H.  Residential housing stock, including affordable housing, and policies that assess community needs and environmental, food security and economic resiliency effects of municipal regulations, lessen the effect of excessive parking requirements for buildings in downtowns and on main streets and provide for alternative approaches for compliance relating to the reuse of upper floors of buildings in downtowns and on main streets;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7db388e4_542e_42c7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6f96d88d_5b19_4697_9d50_a][bookmark: _PAR__3_e3d617f4_44da_47b8_a4b3_f2f38fe5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f2af21ee_7308_4604]Sec. 10.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§2, ¶C, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §45 and Pt. C, §10, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__85b1353b_5d1d_482c_9dcb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__40f651e3_419d_4cd1_9fb1_ad7c][bookmark: _PAR__4_df713327_d54c_4d16_a875_173c85fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bc68b068_c963_4f4e_931][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f7c1bfa1_cb4b_4ca6_bc]C.  Address any conflicts between regional and local issues; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__56191c5e_33c1_4330][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__30a3bd82_9ebe_4f2a_a359_8][bookmark: _PAR__5_d4f4340b_0ee2_4a7b_9318_57c8f2e9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6b231e09_4254_49eb]Sec. 11.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§2, ¶D, as amended by PL 2001, c. 578, §15, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a9b53d86_0b40_4e83_8dc2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__beebd811_bc3d_43fd_82ae_8c66][bookmark: _PAR__6_7cd15c8f_9d10_4e9b_9e94_3f536ddd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f207c8b4_48cc_4d17_9a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__455b7f69_5e88_40dd_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f13133a7_e5a8_43c9_b8]D.  Address the State's coastal policies if any part of the municipality or multimunicipal region is a coastal area.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0cf1c6b4_2d8e_4ba3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b7644a14_49f2_49b2_966e_9][bookmark: _PAR__7_3b87d0ca_c723_43c1_9695_4df94473][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b53883d3_6adc_4b66]Sec. 12.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§2, ¶E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5e59d33d_9fea_4a16_b77c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c6009529_2b6b_4ea7_b0fd_ed99][bookmark: _PAR__8_fd4eb7fe_b84a_4ccc_a1b5_40fe510b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bde042a1_dab9_49a3_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6aad41b7_a759_401f_90c]E.  Ensure that the language and requirements in charters, policies, codes, regulations, bylaws and fees align with each other and meet the overall intent of the comprehensive plan approved by the legislative body.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b8ce9821_d8b4_404c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c0752f03_2f38_4720_9b50_1][bookmark: _PAR__9_8640721a_e8d8_474d_a2a1_3c40ec3d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9fe5f439_289c_4ee2]Sec. 13.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3-A, ¶A, as corrected by RR 2021, c. 2, Pt. A, §109, is amended by amending subparagraph (1), division (c) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__099bead1_b2d0_46c3_b770_139d][bookmark: _PAR__10_119e6d2d_51c1_40f3_ab27_6734af9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0043181b_a65e_4f51_84b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3534c3b3_9e0b_43a2_80b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa11562a_0172_4d25_8e](c)  Ensure that needed public services are available; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e7a5de36_b339_41fc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b043293f_a47b_42a0_9855_0][bookmark: _PAR__11_4316e433_a223_466e_be8f_f6b46e5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3a2bdde9_19ba_4162]Sec. 14.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3-A, ¶A, as corrected by RR 2021, c. 2, Pt. A, §109, is amended by amending subparagraph (1), division (d) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__70a55f84_1d97_4c1a_a2ad_0a88][bookmark: _PAR__12_27c8544e_d583_44fc_930e_40b65d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__16a217c9_e1a1_47fa_85a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f80e5600_4a96_4e55_bdd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__82a0959d_a05c_4f9c_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1cba070d_ba0f_4b75_90](d)  Prevent inappropriate development in natural hazard areas, including flood plains and areas of high erosion.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8cb1d032_bd6b_46ec][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__306f6dd0_1a63_473e_a504_e][bookmark: _PAR__13_31108bcf_d316_4d95_a878_c30ae97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b783557e_f774_4d7d]Sec. 15.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3-A, ¶A, as corrected by RR 2021, c. 2, Pt. A, §109, is amended by enacting a new subparagraph (1), division (e) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__0cabc577_c9a4_40ed_ae8f_9ce7][bookmark: _PAR__14_f4d2f274_e360_4e64_b3a3_0b3e290][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5259face_4792_44e0_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77e97eb8_9989_497c_945c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb6be710_2b0c_4fe1_9c2](e)  Ensure that the language and requirements in charters, policies, codes, regulations, bylaws and fees align with each other and meet the overall intent of the comprehensive plan approved by the legislative body.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f4ca0273_b7ad_4d8e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f8bc5eac_1cae_414d_ac27_8][bookmark: _PAR__15_4063772a_11c8_4017_9257_97f38d0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__339e22db_d84b_449e]Sec. 16.  30-A MRSA §4326, sub-§3-A, ¶G, as repealed and replaced by PL 2021, c. 657, §6, is amended by amending subparagraph (5), division (a) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__39e88364_a78f_455c_a961_ad87][bookmark: _PAR__16_a14117f6_4366_4f38_aeb5_0442b98][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__13fd9ce3_5325_4b10_90b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c60040e6_f402_46e5_829][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__40199c05_5a79_4aca_90](a)  Assess community needs and environmental, food security and economic resiliency effects of municipal regulations;
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__b20308d3_4b1c_4839_8403_233a7c][bookmark: _PAR__17_ea6faa1d_7efa_4099_b8de_eadd183]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__18_38b9c1dd_fc19_4ede_8eff_6bb2dd3]This bill amends the laws governing planning and land use regulation to encourage:
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_f140e09e_5b39_45c2_b52e_f99aac0][bookmark: _PAR__1_0c34934c_b427_4940_8978_cf8c3ee7]1. Municipalities to ensure that the language and requirements in charters, policies, codes, regulations, bylaws and fees align with each other and meet the overall intent of the comprehensive plan approved by the legislative body;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_5140a93a_7490_4d73_977d_89b03c40]2. Municipalities to develop policies that assess community needs and environmental, food security and economic resiliency effects of municipal regulations, lessen the effect of excessive parking requirements for buildings in downtowns and on main streets and provide for alternative approaches for compliance relating to the reuse of upper floors of buildings in downtowns and on main streets; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_0adae312_34b7_4b59_9e67_448e430e]3. In the development of affordable housing, municipalities and multimunicipal regions to establish policies that assess food security and economic resiliency effects of municipal regulations.
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