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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__a0c8a7e3_6e92_4476_abbf][bookmark: _PAR__2_d5974656_82de_47f8_970e_20e5bac5][bookmark: _LINE__4_0bd82339_7bb0_4922_93c0_99307ab][bookmark: _LINE__5_ae8a0c53_0ccf_4ecb_8bee_ceac4be][bookmark: _LINE__6_2c06b301_692a_41e8_83d6_a9f9002][bookmark: _LINE__7_5b69f5a9_cf60_4aab_b7df_58c2fee][bookmark: _LINE__8_0a6e08d7_2fc8_428b_8dba_f52804d]WHEREAS, small businesses remain the heartbeat of our communities and the American economy, employing more than half of our Nation's workers, inventing and innovating to launch new technologies and create new American-led industries, enriching our Main Streets, making parts and products in America to fuel our supply chains and building our Nation's infrastructure; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__5325aa8e_e847_40f7_ad7a][bookmark: _PAR__4_3b40f017_7a8c_4e5e_ac0c_083c9e01][bookmark: _LINE__13_25894d75_28d6_4e52_90ee_7e3bc0][bookmark: _LINE__14_7087d928_6dcc_4dff_87c9_01e65c][bookmark: _LINE__15_627145ad_0068_4d90_973e_ab70ff][bookmark: _LINE__16_b2348f5b_32e6_4efe_bd8a_287e4d]WHEREAS, entrepreneurship continues to be one of the best pathways to the American Dream, evidenced by the remarkable small business boom, with more than 10.5 million Americans applying to start a business since January 20, 2021, a number greater than in any other 2-year period in American history; and
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[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__866240bf_0fc0_4db8_8e0b][bookmark: _PAR__6_4621fceb_8bc2_41ad_a662_52778425][bookmark: _LINE__19_a0cffe43_75f8_4804_9fdf_b26753][bookmark: _LINE__20_f4c5db07_b4bb_46e3_a9a3_2897d9][bookmark: _LINE__21_277ba6b9_a758_40e5_bec7_07ccaa]WHEREAS, the President of the United States has proclaimed National Small Business Week every year since 1963 to highlight the programs and services available to entrepreneurs through the United States Small Business Administration and other government agencies; and
[bookmark: _WHEREAS_CLAUSE__e0875869_dab2_4be5_a644][bookmark: _PAR__7_c4fac544_fce8_4b6c_938a_8e57ff74][bookmark: _LINE__22_c8c6c82c_75d3_4e88_9874_2382fa][bookmark: _LINE__23_f7a8cf7b_6e7e_46f2_b9aa_ba2b2d][bookmark: _LINE__24_931cb59c_01f4_412f_ba66_82eaf5]WHEREAS, Maine supports and joins in this national effort to recognize the contributions of small businesses to the American economy and their importance in ensuring that our local communities remain as vibrant tomorrow as they are today; now, therefore, be it 
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