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An Act To Make Changes to the Laws Governing the Child Welfare Services Ombudsman Program
L.D. 
An Act To Make Changes to the Laws Governing the Child Welfare Services Ombudsman Program
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__892f9129_2c26_4284][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3110c9b0_ea33_41da_b925_c][bookmark: _PAR__9_57c72e19_c3bd_4d1e_856d_2e0296db][bookmark: _LINE__15_95432b25_5885_4f7e_b1e4_41b7ec][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__feb553db_0d3d_470d]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §4087-A, sub-§12 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb0c035e_00c9_476b_9a22][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5721e629_167f_41e4_94d3_f83][bookmark: _PAR__10_c512e240_3596_4e5f_8af6_bf0ffc1][bookmark: _LINE__16_215571b4_303c_4f9a_b586_a2d951][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c2ecba37_b80b_43fb_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9eba0214_4d52_478d_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef4b3720_9991_44e4_aca][bookmark: _LINE__17_e620d815_ff64_467b_b4b2_ad23b5]12.  Notification of child fatality required.  The department shall notify the ombudsman of a fatality of a child if:
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[bookmark: _PAR__17_36f18a65_827f_497a_80fa_94914db][bookmark: _LINE__28_e989b1bc_5a49_4961_8afc_e18bab][bookmark: _LINE__29_3dafd63a_14a4_41b0_9e52_4cc86b]2. It provides that the staffing for the ombudsman program is at the discretion of the nonprofit organization under contract to provide ombudsman services.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_8db8859d_fd15_45f8_bba3_dafa54a][bookmark: _LINE__30_a4e7d860_9e70_461b_b354_2e3c90][bookmark: _LINE__31_ede32c4b_cd41_4ef4_bcbf_2ae3b4]3. It provides that the contract to provide ombudsman services is for a period of 5 years, except that the contract may be terminated consistent with the terms of the contract.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_f503afbc_ced1_4429_921d_f5a8edc][bookmark: _LINE__32_1f522a49_6cff_4bd9_9944_d9173b][bookmark: _LINE__33_0e115844_af3d_41c8_9d9f_9a9e1f][bookmark: _LINE__34_79c2f89e_34d0_4d7b_b26c_c30210]4. It provides that the contract to provide ombudsman services must include funds for the nonprofit organization to provide health insurance benefits for employees of the ombudsman program.
[bookmark: _PAR__20_30419267_82d5_4b80_a3b0_37a1d67][bookmark: _LINE__35_ff37deac_c986_4f62_b0ec_2353f9][bookmark: _LINE__36_dd127124_fd33_46ff_8d61_7e5275][bookmark: _LINE__37_cf7b49c0_84dd_43f4_ad65_4a6f38]5. It provides that the ombudsman program must provide information about its services through a publicly accessible website and makes a technical correction regarding plural language.
[bookmark: _PAR__21_a821eee1_3299_45bc_b461_27f8252][bookmark: _LINE__38_a4786525_b8be_4990_976f_0e9020][bookmark: _LINE__39_1ed6d1de_e658_4f2b_9c43_7703e9]6. It clarifies that the ombudsman program may provide opinions and recommendations on current or proposed state programs, rules, policies and laws.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_db0c9342_735b_4e8a_b0b7_b1b18fe][bookmark: _PAR__1_be0f16a9_49b4_4e8b_9d99_4c4894d9][bookmark: _LINE__1_c05f29fb_39c9_4978_b772_39e37d6][bookmark: _LINE__2_bb4020dc_a71f_4b22_8130_c4a4187][bookmark: _LINE__3_c5404a6d_dcea_499d_9416_37bb3e5]7. It clarifies that the ombudsman program may provide input on the State's child welfare system to the Department of Health and Human Services and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_e95a0cce_2779_4133_a285_d5ea487d][bookmark: _LINE__6_3871bbc1_df54_408e_aa62_526edd1][bookmark: _LINE__7_223eaa70_ae3b_48d9_a02e_918633b][bookmark: _LINE__8_b2abccc9_8522_4f4f_bdad_8aa8749]9. It requires the Department of Health and Human Services to notify the ombudsman program of any statewide policy changes affecting the State's child welfare system before the changes take effect.
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