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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fc287fbe_b335_4f75_90f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__82fa337e_2652_407b_91d9_6223][bookmark: _PAR__4_5692bbbf_8b09_4d40_bf4a_6af78be6][bookmark: _LINE__4_ebc055bd_4553_432f_90e7_309984b][bookmark: _LINE__5_9d250b94_8b36_4a14_bcda_7ffb266][bookmark: _LINE__6_934071a9_6382_48b1_bc24_d70f808][bookmark: _LINE__7_610b2ac1_5122_4639_90e8_2c7de25][bookmark: _LINE__8_f60b53ae_69b9_475a_a4b0_9c6de7b][bookmark: _LINE__9_3976b7b2_507a_406c_95ec_b38d8da][bookmark: _LINE__10_8ef45b53_2576_4002_a5a1_4b0315][bookmark: _LINE__11_4e8719ef_6f0e_4d41_ba25_a26096][bookmark: _LINE__12_59e49c35_45ce_4acd_8e8f_31ad52]An electric cooperative or utility, including a municipal utility, in this State may own, lease, construct, maintain and operate broadband or other Internet access systems on the electric cooperative’s or utility’s electric or other utility delivery system and may provide broadband or other Internet access services to the public on the electric cooperative’s or utility’s electric or other utility delivery system. The ConnectMaine Authority established in section 9203, subsection 1 shall adopt rules, which are routine technical rules as described in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A, for the service that may be provided on the broadband or other Internet access systems provided on the electric cooperative’s or utility’s electric or other utility delivery system.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1143b87f_cb90_43c4_ae07_b26][bookmark: _PAR__14_dbb7208a_76e3_4f99_bdd3_4f2f63c][bookmark: _LINE__35_82f2a29f_c965_4867_97bd_81c0c8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7b623d9d_2d7d_408f_bf8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f8e9e11_38dd_4395_bf9][bookmark: _LINE__36_c81175ac_69e1_4b4d_b4c5_a4bac3](3) Demonstrate technical capacity to achieve project goals on a proposed timetable, preferably within 5 years; and
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_5fb7bb22_6048_44f5_af6b_2d611360][bookmark: _LINE__12_b32e0611_1bdd_4533_9696_f39828][bookmark: _LINE__13_3c0f980e_cf1c_4218_964d_357844][bookmark: _LINE__14_68c77809_3d81_421a_846d_ae69cd][bookmark: _LINE__15_2bfcba12_542f_4977_a9b9_44c300][bookmark: _LINE__16_88339c03_d124_47e0_a768_b8d5de][bookmark: _LINE__17_63d11fb3_824d_4750_b33c_20551e][bookmark: _LINE__18_e5942977_841c_4663_a634_654fe9][bookmark: _LINE__19_330fc879_5749_4014_8b22_c4a255]This bill establishes the Internet Access Expansion Investment Fund to expand and improve Internet access in this State. The fund must give priority to projects that assist state or local ownership of broadband infrastructure, with at least 50% of funded projects annually meeting this criterion. The bill allows an electric cooperative or utility, including a municipal utility, to own, lease, construct, maintain and operate broadband or other Internet access systems on the electric cooperative's or utility's electric or other utility delivery system and to provide broadband or other Internet access services to the public on the electric cooperative's or utility's electric or other utility delivery system.
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