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An Act to Update Criminal Indictment Procedures and Expand the Provision of Counsel to Certain Indigent Defendants
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__30c11907_5360_4ae4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d45d49dc_ac74_4826_8364_8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__a18edc8c_bbe6_4f0f_ac][bookmark: _PAR__2_5015bd5f_5240_4b09_889f_b5ee2f85][bookmark: _LINE__2_00a2a21b_b413_4adb_be97_78fade8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d97962a9_96ac_4e28][bookmark: _LINE__3_6a0975b1_6c67_48c3_a6b5_9b0e235]Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §810, as amended by P&SL 1975, c. 147, Pt. C, §14, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2019bc5d_9285_4249_8db0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__382c11b1_aaa7_4781_9376_a0b][bookmark: _PAR__4_07d4767d_577c_4d67_8809_76a5800e][bookmark: _LINE__5_076ac81a_5540_455b_b3eb_fb331e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e5c46422_8b0c_4903_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd578ff6_c267_41f3_98f][bookmark: _LINE__6_eaeadc3a_c9af_4cde_8b2e_38f4fc0][bookmark: _LINE__7_6129ccb7_1519_4b85_9a2c_1e48824][bookmark: _LINE__8_20d76d4f_812e_4f83_994b_269c8f8][bookmark: _LINE__9_3ff2f833_68bb_45d8_a923_1aa434b][bookmark: _LINE__10_8492fc8f_044a_425a_b102_5ec6c7][bookmark: _LINE__11_fd32f19e_29ec_452b_aff5_2704f7][bookmark: _LINE__12_baae3d74_e250_4a6c_a5e9_32adba]1.  Copy of indictment furnished; witnesses.  The clerk shall, without charge, furnish to any person indicted for a crime a copy of the indictment unless the indictment is sealed. If the person is indicted for a crime punishable by imprisonment for life, the clerk shall furnish a copy of the indictment, a list of the jurors returned and process to obtain witnesses, to be summoned and paid at the expense of the State; if for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term of years, witnesses may be summoned and paid at the expense of the State only by order of the court under circumstances that the Supreme Judicial Court provides by rule.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d7031913_7d3a_486b_8940][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a7d3da85_16d2_44a3_8354_658a][bookmark: _PAR__9_4f51c3f7_4de2_4846_95ff_fa7f6832][bookmark: _LINE__21_a3aee737_0ecd_4dd0_ad86_7734df][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7476416d_bd79_4e05_b70][bookmark: _LINE__22_35295f20_7a6b_4dd1_a5df_2fcbb2]D.  The accused is a noncitizen for whom the criminal proceeding poses a risk of adverse immigration consequences.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_3d4505b9_7502_4a26_b1f3_2efd1c7][bookmark: _LINE__24_6a14a9d6_2768_432d_b8f5_a01ff1][bookmark: _LINE__25_8b2c131b_4cb7_4294_8f02_e0cd04][bookmark: _LINE__26_99685896_75a4_475e_a738_b6e46a][bookmark: _LINE__27_c267d3e1_2038_4c40_b9ea_f7136e][bookmark: _LINE__28_9e6e6ef2_e904_4228_82d4_458eea][bookmark: _LINE__29_6f1369bd_78a2_4d8f_83dd_717e73][bookmark: _LINE__30_799bb6fc_1b35_473d_a07b_ac2277][bookmark: _LINE__31_6fda417c_d370_44dc_82be_f44cbb]This bill requires that all persons indicted for a crime receive a copy of the indictment unless the indictment is under seal. It requires the court to assign counsel to a person who is determined to be indigent and for whom there is a risk if convicted of being sentenced to a term of imprisonment, who has a physical, mental or emotional disability preventing the person from fairly participating in the criminal proceeding without counsel or who is a noncitizen for whom the criminal proceeding poses a risk of adverse immigration consequences. The bill also removes provisions that the court order reasonable compensation to counsel and updates outdated language.
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