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An Act To Amend the Finance Authority of Maine Act To Allow for Remote Meetings
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__2a5c375f_cbdb_4f92_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__f63bc453_5e09_4600_b0ac_b1ca3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__317b04a5_59c0_4612_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_766e9c04_d4b8_44a3_b949_cab054a][bookmark: _PAR__1_917dff1e_9887_41fb_aba0_0c8acad8][bookmark: _LINE__1_26c6c802_88c9_44cd_b58c_ac5668b][bookmark: _LINE__2_59d6e2a5_f434_4cc1_92d1_d8686e1]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_0db1312a_98fa_494b_9b51_7822d1f8][bookmark: _LINE__3_e3bf1c01_f24d_4004_9087_bf992ea][bookmark: _LINE__4_071b001c_e7b3_44d2_ad5d_2ee1424][bookmark: _LINE__5_fe59106b_6491_426d_b040_afedd75]Whereas, Public Law 2021, chapter 290, An Act Regarding Remote Participation in Public Proceedings, does not apply to public bodies such as the Finance Authority of Maine to which specific statutory provisions for remote participation already apply; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5410e29d_c1ea_4cd4_9074_8a97aa28][bookmark: _LINE__6_b3ab8f30_859a_41a4_8a29_8b83f37][bookmark: _LINE__7_75554ce4_19ea_414c_83d3_8bf9685][bookmark: _LINE__8_5b695717_02cd_4390_8f40_4ba74bd]Whereas, the Finance Authority of Maine prefers to have the new law apply to its proceedings instead of the older, more limited statute governing emergency board meetings in certain cases; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_4a9ac04b_ecfb_41e4_88b2_ecf8b738][bookmark: _LINE__9_586d6301_1ba0_4417_886c_d5f7e68][bookmark: _LINE__10_fc58223e_f834_47e4_a290_921be2][bookmark: _LINE__11_bd1fa533_e4ef_4516_bfd3_0480ac][bookmark: _LINE__12_4fa64dbb_6189_4dfd_90bf_9bfba8][bookmark: _LINE__13_4a1ac0e3_0fb4_4d9d_bb0b_a9d77e]Whereas, there is a need to have in place a law that governs remote participation in public proceedings of the Finance Authority of Maine after the termination of the state of emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 37-B, section 742 in response to the public health emergency caused by the spread of the novel coronavirus disease referred to as COVID-19; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_45cb2692_cdbf_4e66_a7c0_4d0a1f02][bookmark: _LINE__14_88c5b08d_d70d_45e0_9449_2b8bc8][bookmark: _LINE__15_2973e400_0928_42d5_a126_3ba8d4][bookmark: _LINE__16_5f1dc748_afcc_4893_8b68_0969a0]Whereas, members of the Finance Authority of Maine inhabit various parts of the State and may need or wish, based on public health or other considerations such as severe weather, to conduct business remotely as soon as possible; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c59f1b15_762e_436e_bdfb_4b761c3f][bookmark: _LINE__17_14d80465_aea0_4c3f_8edc_0c60ab][bookmark: _LINE__18_39134964_6c51_405d_80e0_9792cd][bookmark: _LINE__19_6fa338db_02d8_45b4_82ce_0c2027][bookmark: _LINE__20_8b923106_ed04_4ff1_ac50_a49f53]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__66165b39_55fe_4e98_b55][bookmark: _PAR__7_83b0cd54_c4b5_4213_ae66_f0abb292][bookmark: _LINE__21_6dd06910_1495_449a_9dc7_307a3e]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__64022611_1462_4e35_927a_d1ae][bookmark: _PAR__9_823c26ba_9bd0_4c31_97d2_14c16b70][bookmark: _LINE__24_a666137b_3931_4fd4_88a2_ecd70c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a28ea40b_1df1_43c1_ae1d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2ac24e7b_86ab_4565_ad]§971.  Actions of the members
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec7df1dd_16bf_4fa1_b16][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f691e593_b313_4b63_8a60_7506][bookmark: _PAR__10_45ce7b2c_e324_4196_90dc_b582601][bookmark: _LINE__25_20747d56_a60e_48db_b604_c65c71][bookmark: _LINE__26_d59f6610_01fc_4f08_8ac5_e47d40][bookmark: _LINE__27_e87585b3_47c8_4c7c_b0cf_ac2d08][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d940a6c5_838a_4147_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b412a8d3_dd13_49d7_aa][bookmark: _LINE__28_3495584f_283e_48a0_b009_e6cf2e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea0b3426_17ab_4b7e_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a7f43d5c_b75e_4dfc_a3][bookmark: _LINE__29_ed51f2a6_dd49_4582_825f_ee2b87]Seven members of the authority constitute a quorum of the members.  The affirmative vote of the greater of 5 members, present and voting, or a majority of those members present and voting is necessary for any action taken by the members.  No A vacancy in the membership of the authority may does not impair the right of the quorum to exercise all powers and perform all duties of the members.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9864bff_d4ac_48ad_a94][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5ecc69d0_f716_47f0_9d19_79f1][bookmark: _PAR__11_961dcc29_1c46_4810_a6ab_670202d][bookmark: _LINE__30_0bdd85be_4dd6_4106_9f79_26248d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8f0e7b39_fb05_4b59_9e][bookmark: _LINE__31_96e91cb2_0c14_40ce_8c4b_826ded][bookmark: _LINE__32_3c4868cf_ac60_4bb0_b821_65ac0f][bookmark: _LINE__33_40fc0456_48c5_42c8_ab63_9ee1af]Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in a situation determined by the chief executive officer to be an emergency requiring action of the members on not more than 3 days' oral notice, an emergency meeting of the members may be conducted by telephone in accordance with the following.
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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__3767ee8d_e285_4ba5_8d][bookmark: _PAR__2_968435f7_c64f_4307_8f3c_a400ad78][bookmark: _LINE__3_31191394_6c9e_4de8_b31c_75591a6][bookmark: _LINE__4_99f98dbd_b2b4_4a68_9725_53744de]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_ce735b17_a4bf_461a_9976_7260517e][bookmark: _LINE__6_28573e82_e59d_43a6_ad3d_2052f4e][bookmark: _LINE__7_42b252e8_09e6_4d1a_a1e4_7012711][bookmark: _LINE__8_2f65e716_5f41_48ee_944d_2777ccf]This bill strikes the current provisions in law governing certain emergency meetings of the Finance Authority of Maine, thereby making the remote meetings provisions of Public Law 2021, chapter 290 applicable to the authority. 
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