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An Act to Establish the Maine Cannabis Research Committee and Facilitate Research into Alternative Therapeutics
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b7a867d5_aef1][bookmark: _PAR__9_78bad073_56ba_439b_8c73_d79979f7][bookmark: _LINE__24_b5ba683f_e334_4058_93c8_190f56][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e77bec07_47ff_4031][bookmark: _LINE__25_f68ce94a_9e5b_4fdf_942b_1bfc9c][bookmark: _LINE__26_7fb03540_02f1_412e_90d6_746efb][bookmark: _LINE__27_f6e8bb86_17db_4bbb_b31e_50cf20][bookmark: _LINE__28_0b9eebf7_06eb_4f4a_a3b6_2d8c53][bookmark: _LINE__29_1ecce147_81fa_4ba9_9d38_6ee286]Sec. 3.  Initial appointments.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 2700‑F, subsection 3, in the Maine Cannabis Research Committee, the member appointed by the President of the Senate pursuant to Title 22, section 2700‑F, subsection 2, paragraph A serves for 2 years. The members of the committee appointed by the Speaker of the House pursuant to Title 22, section 2700‑F, subsection 2, paragraphs B and C serve for 2 years. All appointments thereafter must be for 4‑year terms.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_23178259_a747_4c7b_ba04_871154a][bookmark: _LINE__31_ef5add10_3420_4eaa_9f10_a830c6][bookmark: _LINE__32_93f2c711_d4cd_4759_86a9_4b5b45][bookmark: _LINE__33_9c43a0be_1371_4fcb_998a_4d7ce3][bookmark: _LINE__34_487a12f8_8b02_406c_a4eb_567614][bookmark: _LINE__35_22312ce9_bb53_4d00_b6a7_2389ef][bookmark: _LINE__36_b9717a39_4134_45c0_b404_0894de][bookmark: _LINE__37_22b4ee98_d61c_4f26_a1f3_3335a7][bookmark: _LINE__38_76d34244_7067_4376_80a7_b08652][bookmark: _LINE__39_f77e42ef_f012_4cf5_a541_bbdf1b][bookmark: _LINE__40_6cda008a_61b2_4c5b_9504_547f06][bookmark: _LINE__41_b34a2075_67b7_44ea_8426_d2819e][bookmark: _LINE__42_a2c1b237_55ba_4a86_8657_a7f8b4][bookmark: _LINE__43_5512edc5_50b5_428d_9252_5f1941][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__63ecdc81_2490_489e_a590_72d][bookmark: _PAGE__3_99637b5c_2b13_4b34_b8c6_614c4e4][bookmark: _PAR__1_920eb2a4_843c_468d_a301_16600893][bookmark: _LINE__1_760be184_920a_464f_9a2a_c89e735][bookmark: _LINE__2_6ea472df_7464_4a05_a376_44040b2][bookmark: _LINE__3_a1363b1e_6d7f_45e1_8203_9557f1c][bookmark: _LINE__4_4946a8d4_a9d9_463c_9542_6d62f08][bookmark: _LINE__5_18c1c23d_10f6_47ef_af0b_10137ca][bookmark: _LINE__6_89e8e5ec_cb0a_48e7_ab17_282d122]This bill establishes the Maine Cannabis Research Committee. The committee consists of 7 members, appointed by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House for 4‑year terms, and includes 2 medical providers, 2 registered caregivers, one research professional and 2 patients. The duties of the committee include the creation of a grant application and review process for awarding of medical cannabis funds, including a process for data collection and reporting, the implementation of an annual 3rd‑party‑administered survey for patients, providers and caregivers that provides data to the public, the review of potential applications of other complementary alternative medicines, including psilocybin, ketamine and 3, 4‑methylenedioxymethamphetamine, MDMA. Members are entitled to compensation of $1,000 after the first 6 committee meetings in a calendar year and an additional $1,000 after 6 additional meetings in the same calendar year, to be paid out of the Medical Use of Cannabis Fund. The committee must provide an annual report summarizing its activities by January 15, 2024 and annually thereafter to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters and agriculture and forestry matters. Staff from the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Cannabis Policy must provide administrative support to the committee, including recording of minutes, meeting organization, facilitation of communication among members, conducting research and providing background information and data to the committee.
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