130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Provide Allocations for the Distribution of State Fiscal Recovery Funds
L.D. 
An Act To Provide Allocations for the Distribution of State Fiscal Recovery Funds
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__060a75e6_5da3_4dfd_][bookmark: _DOC_BODY__7ad87cd5_2c9d_4d07_afd5_5d8d7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__ffdd5211_44a5_41d4_][bookmark: _PAGE__1_77c62981_67b6_42df_8bbd_df4e3ff][bookmark: _PAR__1_70e2411b_974a_4270_ab59_1b1bb941]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_b028ee83_fe26_4a1d_be93_b8e7ee8b]Whereas, the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, establishes the State Fiscal Recovery Fund; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_69c7f93c_bf03_40dd_a138_d576d4c9]Whereas, the State Fiscal Recovery Fund will be used to provide funds to the State to respond to the public health emergency caused by coronavirus disease 2019, commonly referred to as COVID-19, and to its negative economic effects, including by providing assistance to households and small and nonprofit businesses; aid to affected industries, such as tourism, travel and hospitality; and assistance to workers performing essential work during the COVID-19 pandemic; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c6c59aea_5a98_424d_904b_47c11444]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d4b470a1_d232_4bca_b4c][bookmark: _PAR__5_7d4a2929_d4fe_47f1_ab98_36af6d8a]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7180a4b4_050d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2381a9f0_801d_41f5_be][bookmark: _PAR__6_60824e16_316c_43be_b96a_a5a9eb97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__16fdce8e_1344_4dfa]Sec. 1.  Department of Administrative and Financial Services to submit legislation allocating state fiscal recovery funds.  The Department of Administrative and Financial Services shall propose a bill to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs during the First Special Session of the 130th Legislature that allocates funds received from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund established in the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2.  The legislation must accomplish the following goals.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_0b04600b_5141_4265_aba7_c283c95d]1.  Immediate recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The funding must provide new and renewed support for businesses in the State, particularly small businesses, to ensure their doors stay open and their workers are safe and on the job and the economy is secure in the short term.  In order to meet this goal, the legislation must:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f4ad9f48_e618_4f84_acb3_6dc7d316]A. Establish and provide funding for a program of grants and loan guarantees to businesses; 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_b3fcad71_1297_4167_b501_1df8c2ea]B. Invest in heritage industries such as historic sites, buildings and museums for the purpose of encouraging tourism; 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_bf607d0b_e0b9_4a0a_aa75_d1b50b6]C.  Lower health care costs for small businesses; 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_016c468d_add6_4626_8df3_15f7e48]D.  Replenish the State's account in the Unemployment Trust Fund; 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_1cab3a93_a17a_4c39_9612_c38304c]E.  Sustain new businesses and entrepreneurs; and 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_027595d9_f51e_421d_b694_85e797b]F.  Encourage diversity in business ownership and management.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_5d47f7d8_4365_48f4_b831_de2aea7]2.  Long-term economic growth.  Based on the recommendations of the Governor's Economic Recovery Committee and those in the Maine Economic Development Strategy 2020-2029 from the Department of Economic and Community Development that call for robust investment in research and development, skills training and new worker attraction to spur new businesses and attract new residents to the State, the bill must provide funding to encourage long-term economic growth.  This must be accomplished by:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_badbcdf7_3bdc_4484_9585_6c80113][bookmark: _PAR__1_8eea81f6_8ce6_4a48_b8fd_70bcb101]A.  Making strategic investments for future prosperity by stimulating innovation and creating and implementing a health workforce initiative, a program for clean energy partnerships and a domestic trade program;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_0c738a8a_80e0_4aa6_86fd_3e50fb12]B.  Expanding and strengthening the State's workforce by:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_aac28a19_c888_4400_a099_b1d05a1b](1)  Attracting and retaining workers;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_12d165af_ab0e_4171_a87a_e3a0d87b](2)  Expanding the Maine Career Advantage program;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_139c56ed_f72a_4f77_bee1_4db705d6](3)  Creating a program to welcome remote workers;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_4a91302b_f378_4f6c_82cb_3f5ef024](4) Providing training for workers through career and technical education programs and the University of Maine System;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_58f15a44_2b4e_4c12_bd2c_1330969b](5) Advancing equity in the workplace; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0587cf9b_0e03_48e0_bcef_98ba908a](6) Connecting workers to job opportunities; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_24399413_00ea_4e42_97a8_12e8322d]C.  Increasing the efficiency of licensing by the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_1273c92e_87f5_42f0_a39b_4ac0439]3.  Infrastructure revitalization.  The bill must provide funding to support systems that ensure residents are able to live a decent, healthy and productive life in the State, retain current residents and attract others to move to the State to live here, raise their families and contribute to the economy.  This must be accomplished in the following manner:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_53050884_8977_4c91_bc75_37845e4]A.  Improving family infrastructure through:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4c53e0a4_db56_4ffb_a21f_3b9c82f](1) The establishment of the Maine Connectivity Authority to provide broadband access in the entire State;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_13ed3a38_a1d9_4ab5_94f5_f5f1166](2) The construction of more affordable housing;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_9c119055_b890_464a_a1d7_f1c4d82](3) Encouragement of energy efficiency; and
[bookmark: _PAR__15_8cbb2755_b198_49e0_bb3d_b4f7835](4) Expanding the availability of child care and early childhood programs;
[bookmark: _PAR__16_c70fbf35_7bf2_476f_94f6_8677fb1]B.  Investing in transportation improvement by:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_8951ea1c_fd71_4000_83a9_3970bef](1) Repairing the State's roads and bridges as detailed in the 2021 Capital Work Plan;
[bookmark: _PAR__18_72c1e109_9f9c_4bf4_bff1_523d32f](2) Protecting infrastructure from climate change;
[bookmark: _PAR__19_407c4655_ec68_4a63_bed3_7135809](3) Implementing a workforce transportation pilot program; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_16cd57eb_248a_47e3_a2e6_d032b1a](4) Expanding the availability of municipal and other public electric vehicle charging stations;
[bookmark: _PAR__21_11460374_c4d6_4f9b_9e1d_a3356cd]C.  Investing in outdoor recreation and marine resources by:
[bookmark: _PAR__22_dab181ae_58e8_4f4b_a0ec_affad5a](1) Upgrading state parks;
[bookmark: _PAR__23_e39b8986_75c5_42a3_b3c9_b6b9adf](2) Improving fisheries and wildlife infrastructure; and
[bookmark: _PAR__24_de31f518_3259_412a_a570_87b080a](3) Improving and monitoring fishing industry infrastructure;
[bookmark: _PAR__25_dab225db_beb4_4d5d_a3ef_542a57a]D.  Supporting essential drinking and wastewater projects to ensure the safety of drinking water and repairing wastewater infrastructure; 
[bookmark: _PAR__26_1d84dec9_53d1_465a_8465_39514b7]E.  Facilitating energy needs through grants; and
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_f7422a1e_852c_4d6f_ba18_e1286cf][bookmark: _PAR__1_b2fdfa3d_e831_4e63_81ab_0083606e]F.  Modernizing and protecting state technology through upgrades to government systems, including access and cybersecurity.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8db5f424_769a][bookmark: _PAR__2_cfd7338f_7bb8_4af9_80b3_6d8beffc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__33be892c_50c4_4938]Sec. 2.  Report.  Upon receipt of the legislation described in section 1, the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs may report out a bill to the 130th Legislature based on the legislation.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__b4957397_3d31_4fbb_bc][bookmark: _PAR__3_60f7aef9_3054_41d9_8561_028ae8ee]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__0a97d581_538d_498e_9fc9_885ec4][bookmark: _PAR__4_4745daa2_d4db_46cd_b3de_86ad0f5f]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__5_d08f10e3_bb6c_42ca_b37e_068fbfc3]This bill requires the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to submit legislation to the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs that, using funding from the State Fiscal Recovery Fund as established by the federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, accomplishes the following goals:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a6635df4_a0a4_4094_b1e8_f5a7d679]1.  Immediate recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e8ed4c35_0efa_4a10_a464_24c5ada5]2.  Long-term economic growth; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_fb382df9_eb2a_4f9c_9af8_32694e26]3.  Infrastructure revitalization.  
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a5961b75_a2f4_4f3e_9810_04290468]The joint standing committee is authorized to report out a bill, based on the legislation submitted by the department, to the 130th Legislature.
LR2086, item 1 - 130th Maine Legislature, page 2
