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An Act to Facilitate the Expansion of Broadband
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2dbaade1_9f23][bookmark: _PAR__4_4ae63b81_e3e6_46e1_b5e1_a66a3820][bookmark: _LINE__18_f257d8f6_a7af_40ff_90a7_8bc122][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__aea83d9e_369d_4914][bookmark: _LINE__19_1cf3d364_5b9b_4b89_90fd_b1cc75][bookmark: _LINE__20_e2b7b98d_a578_4dbc_b71d_bbf715][bookmark: _LINE__21_830ed580_b7e0_412c_be7e_9329d4][bookmark: _LINE__22_4db6a8b4_a959_4b68_aa24_40b12f][bookmark: _LINE__23_04d4f4ad_5184_4e8c_a203_b55a68][bookmark: _LINE__24_db1284df_e907_4450_b62b_c73bea]Sec. 2. Public Utilities Commission; study. The Public Utilities Commission, in consultation with the Maine Connectivity Authority, established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 9404, shall study the methods of promoting municipal broadband expansion, either through public networks or public-private partnerships, through a limited-period reduction in utility pole attachment rates for broadband providers that agree to deliver new high-speed Internet service at affordable rates. The study must include:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ee58b08b_6dc3_48fc_8877_824700c5][bookmark: _LINE__25_c8f2780e_3426_428c_9fba_195194][bookmark: _LINE__26_739c1cae_a6cc_4c75_a7c0_aa3317][bookmark: _LINE__27_e60ca6bd_a9ff_4342_8894_02c663]1.  An examination of the average wait time for joint use pole owners to approve new attachments when the attaching entity is a tax-exempt municipality and of ways to decrease or standardize wait times for attachments;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9d2b1d49_3a34_4c5b_8f0f_2c9cd1d2][bookmark: _LINE__28_1786fe07_d251_409f_95b3_ff4d8d][bookmark: _LINE__29_77bbf8e8_ed34_4059_b4fa_415217][bookmark: _LINE__30_060f2d2b_7aa8_4cc3_9b0e_7a0aa7][bookmark: _LINE__31_eced6ebc_263e_400f_b414_753ee9]2.  An assessment of what portion of utility poles statewide are in compliance with the laws and rules requiring preservation of common space on utility poles in the public right-of-way, the ways in which common space on utility poles can be better preserved and the enforcement mechanisms for pole operators that are out of compliance; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_98a4231a_02a4_42ca_b873_6bc1f136][bookmark: _LINE__32_889b882e_77bb_4a95_aa4c_6a3557][bookmark: _LINE__33_17c32121_db0b_4f31_84a6_8cad8c][bookmark: _LINE__34_6f4aa257_0eed_4570_82f9_d6c256][bookmark: _LINE__35_9784b598_8724_43d5_8b07_715590]3.  An assessment of the effectiveness of the Public Utilities Commission's enforcement practices for timely relocation or removal of utility poles that are functionally obsolete, that are in violation of requirements of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 or that obstruct current or future municipal infrastructure. 
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4e407653_7207_425b_bc27_8b0b3b93][bookmark: _LINE__36_61747b34_4a03_4de1_b733_0feda9][bookmark: _LINE__37_c674959c_3e6d_47bd_8d3a_4b77c4][bookmark: _LINE__38_fe9ab92a_869e_469f_b5f3_86f0fb][bookmark: _LINE__39_979ac9b0_8cf8_4245_8655_146aa3][bookmark: _LINE__40_ae8cf208_87bd_49ab_af51_4b4e00]By December 6, 2023, the Public Utilities Commission shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology describing the findings of the study and any recommendations, including proposed legislation, resulting from the study. After reviewing the report, the joint standing committee may report out legislation relating to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_55fea5ac_1865_4dcc_a017_f2525d84][bookmark: _LINE__2_d9cd5b56_2e22_4e9e_9acb_1e2374a][bookmark: _LINE__3_4b9cffcb_d404_4986_9486_0c6302c][bookmark: _LINE__4_a4beebf6_c0c7_44a5_aa84_5bbbcd0]This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules establishing a process by which joint use rates are required to be reduced or capped and attachment time frames are regulated by the commission to encourage community broadband systems.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_c4a4c305_1ea5_4fb3_8c31_226a10e7][bookmark: _LINE__5_bb5ba001_9ac1_467b_b4b2_c0bab4c][bookmark: _LINE__6_71a94028_2422_40f8_bbe1_6f1320b][bookmark: _LINE__7_514ec2aa_8b11_42dc_81c1_7ec1141][bookmark: _LINE__8_566efc49_9be0_4981_931f_14ca567][bookmark: _LINE__9_28a067b7_45da_4fd2_bfc0_e681e07][bookmark: _LINE__10_3c43dd35_1400_4e58_8ed5_43c2c8][bookmark: _LINE__11_2a5feaa8_a3c3_4abb_ab59_9543b2][bookmark: _LINE__12_4f602f6b_e71e_423d_a099_d1a40b][bookmark: _LINE__13_7a453abb_5b47_440f_a7bf_715b51][bookmark: _LINE__14_e3a7b878_9f61_4d51_95ae_ed0574][bookmark: _LINE__15_6b08b2a9_203e_43e7_ae58_9f36b5]The bill also requires the commission, in consultation with the Maine Connectivity Authority, to study the methods of promoting municipal broadband expansion, either through public networks or public-private partnerships, through a limited-period reduction in utility pole attachment rates for broadband providers that agree to deliver new high-speed Internet service at affordable rates.  The study must also include an examination of wait times for new pole attachments, an assessment regarding the preservation of common space on utility poles and an assessment of the effectiveness of the commission's enforcement practices related to the relocation or removal of utility poles.  The bill requires the commission to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by December 6, 2023 and the joint standing committee is authorized to report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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