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An Act to Amend the Physical Therapist Practice Laws
L.D. 
An Act to Amend the Physical Therapist Practice Laws
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dcb15e58_e844_47fa_9640][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__174925bf_290b_40f6_957c_a36][bookmark: _PAR__5_5bea05f4_fac2_48fd_af74_c4becff9][bookmark: _LINE__8_eb519cb7_185c_4622_9af1_06a7261][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5f5b4a94_8597_4038_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f073c88_c595_4009_870][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fb1f7c94_7435_41f1_b6][bookmark: _LINE__9_cbf6fbd3_549b_4450_b71a_a2d5ed0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__418258cd_96f8_425f_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7dae94fb_95e0_46a6_b8][bookmark: _LINE__10_d5477d37_3701_4e94_893a_daaa99][bookmark: _LINE__11_2c4b8005_31fe_40f3_8a80_8bfa0c]4.  Physical therapist assistant.  "Physical therapist assistant" means a person who is licensed pursuant to this chapter and who assists a physical therapist in specific components of treatment, prevention and educational interventions within the practice of physical therapy.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ede2f90e_bd60_4886_a89][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fda7b920_2ab6_434a_88e3_ee3b][bookmark: _PAR__2_270fe5c2_a5c4_445e_b128_4e96fecc][bookmark: _LINE__3_c3a4607f_6292_4c70_86c1_b71f3ac][bookmark: _LINE__4_60d8dad1_360b_417f_9b24_d80ce66][bookmark: _LINE__5_d866ccc5_c1ab_4c50_a05e_f19b313][bookmark: _LINE__6_a81b698e_3b08_40ca_99fd_1870a54][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c7c3d0f8_8684_4cb9_99][bookmark: _LINE__7_4aee39eb_bfe0_44f8_8cab_fa78ef7][bookmark: _LINE__8_635caa94_c42e_4cef_855e_e39e822][bookmark: _LINE__9_c9bcd7eb_3363_4246_80b1_d70f351][bookmark: _LINE__10_7ed794d9_81cb_446d_b19b_3caaac][bookmark: _LINE__11_3acda4fe_3cae_4e98_bab1_678f2e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c30317f5_3500_4e7a_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b1b47ad7_0c2f_4009_94][bookmark: _LINE__12_9ead3f3b_7f9b_41ac_9893_355b40][bookmark: _LINE__13_cc254c78_f732_439d_8786_7403af][bookmark: _LINE__14_b166bcbe_c05e_4cab_9af0_8f9516]Nothing in this chapter may be construed as authorizing a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant, licensed or not licensed, to practice medicine, osteopathy, dentistry, chiropractic or any other form of healing, except that physical therapists may utilize manipulative techniques if practiced within the scope of their profession.  Physical therapists may not apply manipulative thrust to the vertebrae of the spine except upon consultation with, and referral by, a duly licensed doctor of medicine, surgery, chiropractic or osteopathy.  A licensed physical therapist or physical therapist assistant may not administer drugs except upon the referral of a duly licensed doctor of medicine, surgery, osteopathy, podiatry or dentistry, and or other licensed health care provider who has authority to prescribe drugs.  A licensed physical therapist may not use roentgen rays or radium or use electricity for surgical purposes.  A licensed physical therapist assistant may act only under the direction of a physical therapist licensed to practice in this State.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3a2f314a_f3b5_4227_bbe9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a48c1af1_7507_4e8a_af46_7d5][bookmark: _PAR__2_39e1b1a1_2ec1_42c7_a947_d1307672][bookmark: _LINE__3_a73c5d8e_a906_4a6a_8a9f_fdc4a42][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a0d99cde_d13c_475b_bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__df582e44_ec44_4570_87b][bookmark: _LINE__4_e2478b09_9dec_4af3_9832_b532f80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__21f8e49e_31f6_408f_b2][bookmark: _LINE__5_8434d490_b75e_4bcd_b2bb_2b89379][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9b35400d_316d_4347_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__14d5e280_114e_42e1_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f7e47c43_e93a_4f56_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93260f76_db1b_414e_94][bookmark: _LINE__6_af1aaec8_a0d0_47b2_9baa_f123b0c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6ad8dfe_9161_4ead_ba][bookmark: _LINE__7_679b9450_84c6_405a_8b1e_32ca8d1][bookmark: _LINE__8_b6583a1d_12b5_4793_8323_b527662]3.  Persons employed by licensed doctors.  Any person employed by and under the control of a duly licensed doctor in that doctor's office from administering physical therapy modalities, providing as long as that person does not profess to be a physical therapist or, physiotherapist, physical therapist assistant or physiotherapist assistant or use words or letters to indicate that the person is a licensed physical therapist or physical therapist assistant;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b3d74698_7320_4c39][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__32c76bb5_83e5_47ab_b549_f][bookmark: _PAR__3_0155f9fc_6b33_4b49_a274_cec8843b][bookmark: _LINE__9_fcd45b60_6d14_4176_a306_48aafc7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__38e88d88_3aff_487c][bookmark: _LINE__10_d3ec914c_7771_4a7e_95b4_696067]Sec. 8.  32 MRSA §3116, as amended by PL 2007, c. 402, Pt. N, §8, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__8dee49cf_5f02_4d7b_8cb7_7320][bookmark: _PAR__4_408b4c23_9ef4_48d8_addc_df9d5690][bookmark: _LINE__11_79bac7d2_3fb4_4b4f_be9e_f84a25][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8429f58a_a442_4396_87f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__24f9a2e4_8388_47e9_ba]§3116.  License renewal
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__df6a912c_6c14_4fa0_a30][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a2c50390_b88f_484f_9008_591b][bookmark: _PAR__5_997231f7_7537_4446_880b_7e31cf51][bookmark: _LINE__12_fec74477_88ae_4105_9d7e_1e11a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__63073a10_e542_4fa5_a2][bookmark: _LINE__13_83a2654d_099d_4f09_96c9_50846f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea553524_d68f_4ee8_af][bookmark: _LINE__14_292e8093_6ba7_4867_93d1_8871ea][bookmark: _LINE__15_39c5821d_949f_43bf_aebb_7498c2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b7326fa7_c30f_439f_bda][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d5dfd46e_a6d0_458b_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1df514ff_159f_427d_b3][bookmark: _LINE__16_09ffa52c_f2a6_42c2_b839_724419][bookmark: _LINE__17_3f00aef3_68ad_4f77_81a2_7efe73][bookmark: _LINE__18_2c7e6b75_0653_4188_9887_a3ecc1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__79f11cab_eee2_4afb_b11][bookmark: _LINE__19_aacbc811_55e3_484e_89a3_b75e25][bookmark: _LINE__20_57a80919_2229_4670_bda0_b92a45][bookmark: _LINE__21_a1ef49e4_5a0c_42f9_9680_fa7d8c][bookmark: _LINE__22_db14f614_11b9_40aa_b08d_af0b8f]All licenses must be renewed biennially on or before March 31st of each even-numbered year or at such other times as the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation may designate upon application by the licensee accompanied by the renewal fee as set under section 3116‑A.  Any license not renewed by March 31st the date set by the commissioner automatically expires. The board may renew an expired license if the renewal notice is returned within 90 days of the expiration date and upon payment of a late fee in addition to the renewal fee as set under section 3116‑A.  A person who submits an application for renewal more than 90 days after the license expiration date is subject to all requirements governing new applicants under this chapter, except that the board may in its discretion, giving due consideration to the protection of the public, waive examination if the renewal application is made within 2 years from the date of that expiration.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1941b1c5_3dc6_44fe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ebc30874_7cca_40e9_92ea_3][bookmark: _PAR__6_3dd58adb_8438_4eb9_ba1f_5869afc8][bookmark: _LINE__23_96f37d5c_815f_42fe_9ae7_d25c63][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__21825067_4c51_49d2]Sec. 9.  32 MRSA §3116-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__49dac29f_a2b1_40b1_91a6_961c][bookmark: _PAR__7_9eb2468c_7b96_4f2b_b704_ff8568da][bookmark: _LINE__24_b9650924_b97a_4bba_bb87_b80984][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2514aaf0_db90_4c6c_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__82301740_03fd_4730_8742][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__56be130d_a9bf_4817_a1]§3116-B.  Continuing education requirements for license renewal
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__be2f35de_9224_4b64_bf36_1091][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f209c266_183e_40d9_a72][bookmark: _PAR__8_8c2380a3_86f6_4701_9ed6_d8f29618][bookmark: _LINE__25_1eba3725_ba5f_4df9_adc4_ad115c][bookmark: _LINE__26_36d7d5b2_00d0_411e_973c_c760eb][bookmark: _LINE__27_11a9959e_f43b_4639_9824_58e9ee]The board shall establish by rule continuing education requirements as a condition of renewal of a license as authorized under Title 10, section 8003, subsection 5-A, paragraph D. 
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__590aacfd_63d5_46c4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__95ff7c0a_fce1_4eec_8758_e][bookmark: _PAR__9_5088d37c_aa17_4415_99f0_dac3ab68][bookmark: _LINE__28_122807b7_904d_4250_a293_716ed3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__417bbb00_7c6b_4f74]Sec. 10.  32 MRSA §3121 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__0777dcc8_c28c_4bf1_bdda_76a0][bookmark: _PAR__10_ac301020_15ae_44bf_aa49_7eb02d4][bookmark: _LINE__29_2332fbf0_8cb2_482b_8201_8c0993][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__71755413_a2c5_4c26_bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__04f23fb2_1d92_45e4_9c65][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__02e7c4ea_75ca_45c1_92]§3121.  Criminal history record information; fees
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__599cafc2_0ff9_4422_94aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__540e7bd6_3bf9_4c61_b08c_28f][bookmark: _PAR__11_67cdb65f_8187_44ad_bb75_98fbe1e][bookmark: _LINE__30_d0b18f86_1337_4cf8_8980_c38177][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e66918a4_ac90_452a_88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__02a60637_793c_45c5_a92][bookmark: _LINE__31_3472ef8b_d361_44d2_9c10_327c2b][bookmark: _LINE__32_61ed2436_40c5_4336_bd74_e3a468][bookmark: _LINE__33_21fdb5ff_cf03_46d6_81b5_d3d369][bookmark: _LINE__34_a2724d79_4bd2_4c91_991d_8e8aab]1.  Background check.  The board shall request a background check for each person who submits an application for initial licensure or licensure by endorsement under this chapter. The background check must include criminal history record information obtained from the Maine Criminal Justice Information System and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The following provisions apply. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__85d4ebf4_0947_4d4f_be70][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__28749af0_7c09_427b_ae7a_3563][bookmark: _PAR__12_00614d18_a06b_47a0_9621_30b9fea][bookmark: _LINE__35_48e977ca_bffd_4268_9444_51f325][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__138fc2c5_06a6_40ed_bed][bookmark: _LINE__36_0714a16b_c6da_4fe5_a84c_bc549b][bookmark: _LINE__37_0ca487a1_e52a_4094_8c03_2bec0a]A. The criminal history record information obtained from the Maine Criminal Justice Information System must include a record of public criminal history record information as defined in Title 16, section 703, subsection 8.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1c6c3461_ab08_4f57_99f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c0c16d8f_3ac4_4f83_b9f2_d427][bookmark: _PAR__13_68fe7238_e442_4e6e_94ac_e52740f][bookmark: _LINE__38_f678c351_1ff2_4fed_bb23_7b1fa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__814f951d_b1c1_4917_aad][bookmark: _LINE__39_ff79e397_60d0_4d78_8952_e729bd]B. The criminal history record information obtained from the Federal Bureau of Investigation must include other state and national criminal history record information.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8dbb5339_2b22_477a_b7b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8c99b2d1_9aa9_4226_adcc_1a8a][bookmark: _PAR__14_b43933c5_093d_45e5_b0ce_b25d906][bookmark: _LINE__40_660f2795_6b4b_4426_8b47_2eb3b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f65c5caa_b305_4a70_8a9][bookmark: _LINE__41_7bc1d42b_918d_4266_8540_d02ce9][bookmark: _LINE__42_9e7cdeda_b5bf_4214_8f22_52151e][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__0f72c88d_b407_40d6_8ae7_857][bookmark: _PAGE__4_7cbee4aa_3a1a_45ee_8b9a_e503d9c][bookmark: _PAR__1_ad4ba33a_bbbf_4442_bcd7_51a63e81][bookmark: _LINE__1_a5fb2da2_b5f0_4bb4_9e15_51e9706][bookmark: _LINE__2_0b26bb38_292e_43b5_a31f_1518f30][bookmark: _LINE__3_c9da5f4e_25f4_4350_8d0a_01536e8][bookmark: _LINE__4_10cf0df8_2978_43d8_a848_3d67b37][bookmark: _LINE__5_3b38e452_457d_4414_9b76_ebfd782][bookmark: _LINE__6_f8742b89_95b4_4e73_b347_5429fda]C. An applicant shall submit to having fingerprints taken. The State Police, upon payment of a fee established by the board by rule by the applicant, shall take or cause to be taken the applicant's fingerprints and shall forward the fingerprints to the State Bureau of Identification so that the bureau can conduct state and national criminal history record checks. Except for the portion of the payment, if any, that constitutes the processing fee charged by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, all money received by the State Police for purposes of this paragraph must be paid over to the Treasurer of State. The money must be applied to the expenses of administration incurred by the Department of Public Safety.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__60da2389_c2c1_41c4_8863][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9e1dff2b_931f_4edd_aece_f01e][bookmark: _PAR__2_eaf2fef3_091c_48c6_a8b1_6aadaf90][bookmark: _LINE__7_45345a4f_77e8_4fc6_a7d0_f9778b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6b6d56e4_e007_475d_82f][bookmark: _LINE__8_7d999fb3_c1ec_42b6_b062_185f9ef][bookmark: _LINE__9_6085dccf_600e_4f01_96cd_0f626b9][bookmark: _LINE__10_9cc74aef_0cb6_4e62_a3ed_675d5b][bookmark: _LINE__11_459ba44e_6458_42ad_a977_4276e4]D. The subject of a Federal Bureau of Investigation criminal history record check may obtain a copy of the criminal history record check by following the procedures outlined in 28 Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 16.32 and 16.33. The subject of a state criminal history record check may inspect and review the criminal history record information pursuant to Title 16, section 709.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__303bcc0e_5e28_40c0_8bc3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__578225b7_a9e9_4963_9e41_36fb][bookmark: _PAR__3_de3cc4ac_7171_4615_9cb3_929e913f][bookmark: _LINE__12_0b71823e_9f04_4f75_b9db_c18193][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ddb396d_e0a2_49b0_925][bookmark: _LINE__13_1c206068_763a_47c6_8f65_4d75c3][bookmark: _LINE__14_4a96d408_552b_4c54_a7e1_d83622]E. State and federal criminal history record information may be used by the board for the purpose of screening each applicant. A board action against an applicant under this subsection is subject to the provisions of Title 5, chapter 341.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__25e78fea_f3c6_4c97_b7f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7385ed4c_9f11_456e_872c_3303][bookmark: _PAR__4_9bf5f4ae_03fb_4273_a2e1_0667f324][bookmark: _LINE__15_d4aed851_e982_4ba1_a814_8583c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__142b7a57_547f_4b68_b1b][bookmark: _LINE__16_4367f476_1976_4732_98ca_9c1438][bookmark: _LINE__17_da751793_3c94_4b09_9a63_ae1cc0]F. Information obtained pursuant to this subsection is confidential. The results of background checks received by the board are for official use only and may not be disseminated to any other person or entity.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__15123025_227d_4687_a936][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1596c99e_3eaf_4e5b_8fcd_b4d4][bookmark: _PAR__5_c0e79813_334b_4ad7_a77d_508602a9][bookmark: _LINE__18_6a564de7_39a3_4c62_ad62_940ff8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a537a28_b144_43a5_b29][bookmark: _LINE__19_231e00a5_297c_4c5c_9b62_62fc75][bookmark: _LINE__20_d0b95f88_d645_4711_9995_c67d86][bookmark: _LINE__21_19f57141_ba6d_4371_9aa7_606c93][bookmark: _LINE__22_4330d21d_6ceb_4885_9f88_2481bc]G. An applicant whose license has expired and who has not applied for renewal may request in writing that the State Bureau of Identification remove the applicant's fingerprints from the bureau's fingerprint file. In response to a written request, the bureau shall remove the applicant's fingerprints from the fingerprint file and provide written confirmation of that removal.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__31806390_e2e5_4926_9c09][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__00158c48_e629_41b9_bb1d_55a][bookmark: _PAR__6_8e3e8d73_ab87_4c35_aab0_016499f8][bookmark: _LINE__23_83512378_f54c_48db_8ccb_522627][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f2ed7644_c780_40f8_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a46c047_71ef_4428_955][bookmark: _LINE__24_8507cbce_5d8d_4c34_b945_16d6c6][bookmark: _LINE__25_97615ac8_b336_4c2c_97df_a7965f]2.  Rules.  The board, following consultation with the State Bureau of Identification, shall adopt rules to implement this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__18213ec1_9054_4849_bac9_bccc5e][bookmark: _PAR__7_d2878fa3_c161_45f7_ab8d_d0b5860a][bookmark: _LINE__26_98ff4ce9_c338_4ffb_ae50_583d56]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_7b4c2b31_8dcb_4036_8551_39851ec2][bookmark: _LINE__27_6bdc12be_c443_42dd_99fb_002fae]This bill amends the laws governing the practice of physical therapy as follows. 
[bookmark: _PAR__9_87e05199_d0cf_4afa_9cc7_87d012cc][bookmark: _LINE__28_ba6104cc_a174_4c13_a854_9a6a72][bookmark: _LINE__29_390f6811_a1fb_423f_afb5_70f8fc][bookmark: _LINE__30_8dd51265_36f8_4a84_a721_80fa90]1.  It includes the term "physiotherapy" in the definition of "physical therapy" and clarifies the definitions of "physical therapist," "physical therapist assistant," "practice of physical therapy" and "referral."
[bookmark: _PAR__10_5b6cd5e2_a29e_4ba0_9ca3_1cb9ced][bookmark: _LINE__31_2f272ac3_9bff_4bdd_b091_fc67a8][bookmark: _LINE__32_00bd33d5_fae2_4805_9bc0_822f43]2.  It amends the provisions of law governing physical therapy licensure to delineate authorized practices and limitations and referral requirements.  
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8be8e3e1_d4e3_4266_9572_24cea94][bookmark: _LINE__33_425a5742_667c_49d1_a220_59a908][bookmark: _LINE__34_741aef80_3af2_4b68_a73c_ec5bdd][bookmark: _LINE__35_c2718829_8953_4a2c_82ae_df6dc8]3.  It authorizes the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to determine the date of license renewal and requires the Board of Examiners in Physical Therapy to establish continuing education requirements as a condition of license renewal.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_71c401e4_3c0e_4910_90cf_99bcf5c][bookmark: _LINE__36_78e9d346_66c8_4655_8518_ea0459][bookmark: _LINE__37_23532f68_0abe_4f27_a948_ab3e27][bookmark: _LINE__38_ded0db23_c5bd_4a72_8d21_973c84]4.  It requires the board to request a background check, including criminal history record information and fingerprints, for all persons who submit an application for initial licensure or licensure by endorsement.
LR0417, item 1 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
