130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Amend Legislative Expenses Reimbursement and Allowances
L.D. 
An Act To Amend Legislative Expenses Reimbursement and Allowances
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5744c26c_a9b1_485f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__eb8af564_0271_4d02_9af3_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__a0c15034_3490_468e_8b][bookmark: _PAR__2_121a0f07_1019_401e_ae07_0d48435e][bookmark: _LINE__2_b428695b_904e_400f_9abd_9920143][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__992af0af_2079_4af2][bookmark: _LINE__3_81fa208f_6b22_4191_b4df_75e3537]Sec. 1.  3 MRSA §2, first ¶, as amended by PL 2011, c. 380, Pt. QQQQ, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__18aeb129_b8b4_400c_8cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__74dc452c_7487_44b0_8ac9_0097][bookmark: _PAR__3_220fdc77_1e59_4abd_bfb6_abab14e1][bookmark: _LINE__4_0d6cb122_6803_4503_8498_98522fc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d093951f_323f_4d8f_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7a37013b_dc29_4082_bd][bookmark: _LINE__5_d092e5bd_cb8c_489b_bb17_486801b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9dae074d_f4a4_463f_b9][bookmark: _LINE__6_9c619b8e_6d21_4933_b6ac_662fdc9][bookmark: _LINE__7_2a196414_e217_4436_864f_4de1203][bookmark: _LINE__8_a570d02b_6054_4c0b_b7ce_c2ae3bc][bookmark: _LINE__9_901f2108_c337_474e_b4f1_4ac62b3][bookmark: _LINE__10_d8a68542_97e7_49d5_91e0_0e7dd8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__81ec5a04_64d2_4af2_8b][bookmark: _LINE__11_e91ecf85_ddb2_45ca_bb99_4d575d][bookmark: _LINE__12_5cd41beb_7115_48e6_98cc_e9c599][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26954522_70d2_4d51_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__28ca829f_f3bf_4094_88][bookmark: _LINE__13_b0392075_8b27_4e06_8b8f_a0594c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a287d631_e5fb_4082_8d][bookmark: _LINE__14_441e7204_4237_43bd_b4b9_2cd97e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0a8a6799_9be9_4fb4_93][bookmark: _LINE__15_5fc5a49f_4371_491c_b68f_7aec54][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3a31c45f_3c8c_40ed_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ddec7bba_ef1d_473d_a1][bookmark: _LINE__16_5aecc1a3_4f75_4bf1_904a_9cb0a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__19dcf556_2b7c_4bd3_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__161f0c22_03a5_4dab_a3][bookmark: _LINE__17_568c5f93_f7fb_4b65_9b4f_f59340][bookmark: _LINE__18_9ed66214_5443_497c_bc1a_9cf2a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7db3921a_30fb_48d4_8b][bookmark: _LINE__19_a8c62c71_60b4_493d_aa3c_71c123][bookmark: _LINE__20_24f15338_01f4_4b9f_b081_44fdb8][bookmark: _LINE__21_fa86b015_4c70_4df0_b772_c8c086][bookmark: _LINE__22_24073f47_2e3b_4b3f_b2db_ee8ee9][bookmark: _LINE__23_6bc57b5b_5733_4e12_8b3e_440578][bookmark: _LINE__24_23f632d9_159e_4acf_b178_5ebbf1][bookmark: _LINE__25_613116d2_7b13_42fc_b878_4bfd12][bookmark: _LINE__26_3f293306_5524_4846_aaa0_8f8f50][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4926ba61_4c13_4640_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8463b673_9379_43bb_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__36fd93ed_8f6b_42ff_a7][bookmark: _LINE__27_605a6d06_8cfb_48e6_bc06_0e0df2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9ebafd6f_60f1_4044_b4][bookmark: _LINE__28_ec0ce2da_3407_4f57_99e3_159af5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c2b9ba87_5435_42ba_9b][bookmark: _LINE__29_8b239973_76bb_403a_a7ca_c973da][bookmark: _LINE__30_d510b35c_0cdf_4c5d_b7ee_3d3820][bookmark: _LINE__31_04be3e88_00da_4fdc_b450_22f831][bookmark: _LINE__32_2998a14d_d091_451d_a3a9_71400b][bookmark: _LINE__33_a9bb967f_9d2a_49bf_aec2_34ba8a][bookmark: _LINE__34_b2808c52_4f1e_4dcb_af77_973a63][bookmark: _LINE__35_f74dac0a_30fd_4cae_81d0_8c0709]Each Prior to the 131st Legislature, each member of the Senate and House of Representatives, beginning with the first Wednesday of December 2000 and thereafter, is entitled to $10,815 in the first year and $7,725 in the 2nd year of each biennium, except that if a Legislator who is a recipient of retirement benefits from the federal Social Security Administration files a written request with the Executive Director of the Legislative Council within one week after the biennium commences, the Legislator is entitled to $9,270 in each year of the biennium.  Beginning with the 131st Legislature, each member of the Senate and House of Representatives is entitled to $20,000 for each year of the biennium.  Each member of the Senate and the House of Representatives must receive a an annual cost-of-living adjustment in annual legislative salary, except that the percentage increase may not exceed 5% in any year, and except that the percentage increase may not exceed 3% beginning with the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014 in any year.  Beginning December 1, 2001 2024, the salary for each legislative session must be adjusted each December 1st by the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for the most recently concluded fiscal year; except that no member of the Senate or the House of Representatives may receive a cost-of-living adjustment in annual legislative salary for the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature, and except that no member of the Senate or the House of Representatives may receive a cost-of-living adjustment in annual legislative salary for the Second Regular Session of the 125th Legislature and the First Regular Session and the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature, and any percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2011,  June 30, 2012 and June 30, 2013 may not be applied to the base salary.  In addition, each Legislator is entitled to be paid once each week for travel at each legislative session once each week at the same rate of the lower of the federal mileage rate and 56¢ per mile to and from that Legislator's place of abode as state employees receive, the mileage to be determined by the most reasonable direct route, except that Legislators may be reimbursed for tolls paid for travel on the Maine Turnpike as long as they have a receipt for payment of the tolls, such tolls to be reimbursed when Legislators use the Maine Turnpike in traveling to and from sessions of the Legislature or in performance of duly authorized committee assignments.  Each Legislator is entitled to mileage on the first day of the session, and those amounts of salary and expenses at such times as the Legislature may determine during the session, and the balance at the end of the session.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a17ede6d_47a6_48af_9e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__82e0e66d_8ca4_43af_a870_e7d4][bookmark: _PAR__5_3a6f7397_bf61_488b_9865_e5a0ce09][bookmark: _LINE__38_408e16f1_e86f_4d12_80bc_6015cb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__51641fe4_973c_4f7e_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bfb2ce9b_4b2b_4d0a_9c][bookmark: _LINE__39_ad8f3e5e_6fb8_4915_909e_163b0f][bookmark: _LINE__40_7c17cdeb_f0d7_4e08_9b8e_f15920][bookmark: _LINE__41_1a330f65_ad80_451d_a7d1_501fad][bookmark: _LINE__42_6db74b69_e29b_4b11_9a96_5a458a][bookmark: _LINE__43_0b80c0d9_42bc_49a6_8801_c4e95d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__58391cf2_52dc_4bbc_94][bookmark: _LINE__44_126a6623_75a8_4e4d_9ade_2f3c7a][bookmark: _LINE__45_8cabaf2a_a09e_473d_bddc_b5f40a][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__075767a7_dd15_4582_a8de_20a][bookmark: _PAGE__2_ffaf1f2f_d6a7_49bf_bee1_e35c2a3][bookmark: _PAR__1_d55e564e_adfa_4aa8_bbab_74c17579][bookmark: _LINE__1_3f464de5_ac1f_4ea0_af01_c457163][bookmark: _LINE__2_e972d21d_9fa7_44bb_9b7c_eb0bc95][bookmark: _LINE__3_5ec9269f_9bfa_4140_ac38_bbf67ef][bookmark: _LINE__4_7087ba80_bc73_49d3_af2d_cd08a95][bookmark: _LINE__5_5e454b9c_3324_4765_9a88_6187c78][bookmark: _LINE__6_2e04b6e3_c738_4b2a_b73b_0c871dc][bookmark: _LINE__7_48f903f3_3f6e_47c6_ae5b_e51a2eb][bookmark: _LINE__8_3f577465_3c79_4212_8334_29a96e1][bookmark: _LINE__9_2c6dba71_717f_444a_93c7_eb86ea2][bookmark: _LINE__10_86025a2b_c01e_4b06_ab8f_15915a][bookmark: _LINE__11_5ebbd90e_58c3_462d_b48c_690807][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5da626de_8191_4a06_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1edb89d2_cb8d_41a9_ab][bookmark: _LINE__12_5a27dbb3_9004_48b8_abc8_7e8fda][bookmark: _LINE__13_b2850e60_d7bf_4124_8ff6_6b964e][bookmark: _LINE__14_328aa18b_ba58_4d22_b001_cfb713][bookmark: _LINE__15_9ba0cbf6_edeb_4f30_834d_b21e79][bookmark: _LINE__16_f7db63a1_fcda_47f6_8b8f_17f97c][bookmark: _LINE__17_ec89effd_fc8e_470f_89f2_3626eb][bookmark: _LINE__18_2808c057_81b3_4c68_bd55_8d766d][bookmark: _LINE__19_246d900c_07bb_4fce_8bb3_f138c4][bookmark: _LINE__20_f250dcec_5a97_470e_80bb_6f754e][bookmark: _LINE__21_bb9036f3_5969_4628_b14a_085a87][bookmark: _LINE__22_7aacf8d3_04b7_4c3c_a69b_c32555][bookmark: _LINE__23_0118adb6_1c9b_4058_bdc6_5235d1][bookmark: _LINE__24_23d5a5df_2c99_493d_a996_4bc8fe]Except Prior to the 131st Legislature, except as provided in this section, each member of the Senate and House of Representatives is entitled to a meal allowance in the amount of $32 and a housing allowance in the amount of $38 for each day in attendance at sessions of the Legislature and for each day the member occupies overnight accommodations away from home either immediately preceding or immediately following attendance at daily sessions of the Legislature.  Beginning with the 131st Legislature, each member of the Senate and House of Representatives is entitled to a meal allowance in the amount of $32 and a housing allowance in an amount determined at the beginning of each first regular session by the Legislative Council, which must be no less than the average nightly rate of lodging in the Augusta area or the federal per diem rate for lodging, whichever is less, for each day in attendance at sessions of the Legislature and for each day the member occupies overnight accommodations away from home either immediately preceding or immediately following attendance at daily sessions of the Legislature.  The presiding officers may establish reasonable policies regarding allowances for meals and overnight accommodations for the day immediately preceding the session, which may include policies regarding whether an allowance is paid, whether the full amount or a portion of the statutory allowance is paid and whether receipts are required.  In lieu of the meal and housing allowance, each member is entitled to a daily meal allowance in the amount of $32 and actual daily mileage allowances in an amount up to but not exceeding $38 per day the daily housing allowance amount.  Each member of the Senate also receives an annual allowance for constituent services in the amount of $2,000, $1,300 in January and $700 in the month following adjournment of the regular session.  Each member of the House of Representatives also receives an annual allowance for constituent services in the amount of $1,500, $1,005 in January and $495 in the month following adjournment of the regular session.  Notwithstanding this section, during the first regular session of each legislative biennium, a member of the Senate or the House of Representatives may elect to receive the first payment of the annual allowance for constituent services in December following convening of the Legislature by notifying the Executive Director of the Legislative Council in the manner prescribed by the executive director.  The Executive Director of the Legislative Council shall inform Legislators of the choice available for payment of the allowance for constituent services in the first year of the legislative biennium and of any tax implications associated with exercising that choice.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2e31067f_778c_493f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__181515eb_0630_4afe_a485_8][bookmark: _PAR__2_614bff39_5545_428f_8da6_1c67f5eb][bookmark: _LINE__25_6d8f543c_e8ef_478a_91a3_3ff4c1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a1740c3e_b649_4cd3][bookmark: _LINE__26_5cf14f3f_cf4c_4160_ba71_65a46d]Sec. 3.  3 MRSA §2, as amended by PL 2019, c. 475, §§11 and 12, is further amended by adding after the 7th paragraph a new paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4160b980_a6a9_442c_9094_1176][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ed591618_dffc_4185_b84][bookmark: _PAR__3_f97a8a54_b707_4bf3_b182_a8add2e9][bookmark: _LINE__27_707ae753_06ab_49cf_87f8_cdc75c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__acb56dba_67a5_41f0_bc][bookmark: _LINE__28_5d940c58_0465_48b9_a240_204697][bookmark: _LINE__29_50d2e106_45aa_4e76_aa82_530504][bookmark: _LINE__30_a19d85f0_45eb_4619_8052_3b6f04][bookmark: _LINE__31_d2c17209_58a0_448b_8704_a743a9][bookmark: _LINE__32_30602489_7b8e_4e7d_971c_9d7b16][bookmark: _LINE__33_0083566d_93c1_4842_877f_c5153c][bookmark: _LINE__34_df00c46a_1c24_4610_9837_716f4f]Beginning with the 131st Legislature, in a period of national emergency declared by the President of the United States or the United States Congress or a period of civil emergency declared by the Governor, if the Legislature is in session and Legislators are required to work remotely from home or any other location, during any week in which a Legislator attends an authorized committee meeting and does not otherwise travel to the State House, that Legislator is entitled to a weekly allowance of $250, which must be adjusted each December 1st by the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for the most recently concluded fiscal year.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dcc30487_77d3_433d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2a0555a6_b57c_4495_a873_0][bookmark: _PAR__2_e4a012de_dcfa_4b69_b374_d3c4afec][bookmark: _LINE__9_e56f4b29_5a4a_493e_8d4a_417b2f2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bddc4d30_7683_4522][bookmark: _LINE__10_11cfdd8d_9369_4a87_a9ae_ecc544]Sec. 5.  3 MRSA §2, 13th ¶, as amended by PL 1989, c. 501, Pt. O, §6; c. 600, Pt. B, §§9 and 10; and c. 878, Pt. D, §§14 and 15, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__58817151_608b_4be0_87a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9d7ace06_2c46_40d3_b544_2a18][bookmark: _PAR__3_87208511_9562_42ad_8288_428ce1c5][bookmark: _LINE__11_9ca2f19c_2e86_4310_93d4_339ccb][bookmark: _LINE__12_e79debd7_4124_42be_ad31_bdc741][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4901d2f7_0ccd_41b9_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4e880e53_bf60_489d_b6][bookmark: _LINE__13_04f1219b_2b6d_4cd1_b645_52914e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bebe6e81_9748_4df2_97][bookmark: _LINE__14_de584c2d_c86f_41bd_9c10_6436b8][bookmark: _LINE__15_ce0cfc23_0cc0_4e01_9985_8813ce][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2ff7863c_8db6_4b9f_a8][bookmark: _LINE__16_75a0d738_fa36_471b_9fc0_aca089][bookmark: _LINE__17_043c748e_b0a2_42c6_b439_af0f7e]If a member of the Legislature dies or otherwise vacates the office, the successor is entitled to a salary from the date of seating, for that calendar year that is computed as follows: two hundred ten dollars per week times the number of weeks remaining in the calendar year if the vacancy occurs in the first year and $150 per week for the number of weeks remaining in the calendar year if the vacancy occurs in the 2nd year the annual salary for that office divided by 52, the result of which is multiplied by the number of weeks between the date of the successor's seating and the end of that calendar year.
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[bookmark: _PAR__5_bb74e7d4_0366_49b2_89b9_1fc06e74][bookmark: _LINE__19_d294d72f_e004_468a_8fce_2bb6c5][bookmark: _LINE__20_aa0fd39e_bb92_47f6_a141_1ec1a2]This bill makes changes to the laws governing compensation, reimbursements and allowances for Legislators.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_b353b044_8669_4dd6_a598_08187126][bookmark: _LINE__21_f4f61669_c496_49db_a951_ea3b0d][bookmark: _LINE__22_c12364a8_5202_4870_aed3_91cf94][bookmark: _LINE__23_96b73f5c_08dc_4d64_8c37_4fa58c]1.  Beginning with the 131st Legislature, it increases the salary of Legislators from an estimated $15,954 in the first year and $11,125 in the 2nd year of a biennium, after adjustment for inflation, to $20,000 in each year of the biennium.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b211d35e_ab58_447a_975c_b937e849][bookmark: _LINE__24_4850460d_d484_41d8_a1e4_a93c48][bookmark: _LINE__25_c4126f0f_f6d3_4de2_a2eb_8ff694]2. It increases the mileage allowance for Legislators from 44¢ per mile to the lower of the federal mileage rate and 56¢ per mile.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5c031c1a_8c94_45db_b903_30478978][bookmark: _LINE__26_6490988c_35c1_47aa_a2e2_4b12d0][bookmark: _LINE__27_4740c1dc_d358_4279_ac98_2beeae][bookmark: _LINE__28_d1ef7fc9_aa85_4e2e_ab60_a85b84][bookmark: _LINE__29_f3486e95_22ac_441d_9b6c_973c50]3. Beginning with the 131st Legislature, it changes the lodging rate for Legislators.  Currently, the lodging rate is $38 per day; this bill changes the rate to an amount determined annually by the Legislative Council, which must be no less than the lower of the average nightly rate of lodging in the Augusta area and the federal per diem rate for lodging.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_51557a64_f0cd_4d24_bd8a_ac659ac0][bookmark: _LINE__30_d57fe44e_ad43_40f6_8476_4ba41e][bookmark: _LINE__31_a13fee4c_1b62_4f94_b606_5c2975][bookmark: _LINE__32_d01bd8e9_508b_428c_bb1d_4fe67a][bookmark: _LINE__33_422c0f51_abff_416f_b8f5_6f1b7b]4. Beginning with the 131st Legislature, it provides a weekly allowance of $250 for any week during a period of national emergency or civil emergency in which a Legislator is required to work remotely, attends an authorized committee meeting and does not otherwise travel to the State House.
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