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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__f397c8e8_500a][bookmark: _PAR__6_d29bcfd9_addc_4401_91f2_fbb70174][bookmark: _LINE__14_d11f7185_f7fe_4aa2_a123_bcfbe2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dfcd1321_1a8f_464e][bookmark: _LINE__15_80fb6aaf_7920_4393_bd6f_7221e8][bookmark: _LINE__16_a8e9a3d9_22d2_4c9c_af6a_3d5e7b][bookmark: _LINE__17_902852f9_170f_466d_bdcd_fd3057][bookmark: _LINE__18_177b0a74_19a0_434a_8de7_988d35][bookmark: _LINE__19_6f25714b_eab1_4b6d_b28e_42d104]Sec. 2.  Report.  The New Ventures Maine program within the University of Maine System shall submit by January 31st annually beginning in 2022 to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters a report describing its activities in the previous calendar year in providing tax assistance to low-income individuals and families, including the types of activities engaged in and the number of low-income individuals and families receiving tax assistance.
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_20d6f6a6_58c1_4d1e_b9b6_e74dc53][bookmark: _LINE__24_65fca678_a30d_47a9_b2f1_4a2026][bookmark: _LINE__25_238d5c50_c190_4fb2_bbaa_38f623][bookmark: _LINE__26_e63b2e21_a9e2_4ece_8943_d86271][bookmark: _LINE__27_0cdb0c71_8e4e_448e_8908_8d1e5a][bookmark: _LINE__28_86caaf1c_905a_4c25_a31e_b88ba0]Initiative:  Provides ongoing funds for a statewide collaboration of nonprofit and for-profit partners to provide free volunteer tax assistance, including the filing of state tax returns; outreach to low-income individuals and families about federal and state tax credits; financial education, connections to financial services and other resources; education for providers and volunteers; and statewide data collection.
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[bookmark: _PAR__14_52a1e839_a776_485c_bb68_e33f7aa][bookmark: _LINE__37_6a8a8fa8_be20_44e2_84c0_e76d78][bookmark: _LINE__38_05511fb9_829c_496e_ab69_8ce83d][bookmark: _LINE__39_008aecc7_ef15_4778_b57a_5e00c7][bookmark: _LINE__40_e9014ed6_c079_4013_8d0a_0ab52f][bookmark: _LINE__41_659ef307_241c_494c_9939_79553f][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a247b1c6_a961_467e_9002_0de][bookmark: _PAGE__2_2ed09667_b6cd_48bb_94ed_2687eb8][bookmark: _PAR__1_371e392c_ad33_4d96_8b84_17f54081][bookmark: _LINE__1_4d549e94_53de_49d6_907f_12e283f][bookmark: _LINE__2_aca83966_6a2e_4b97_8458_c073873][bookmark: _LINE__3_ddcd1202_df49_4b0b_9281_2967e0d][bookmark: _LINE__4_18ec2a31_aeb3_49b9_aaee_af0bfa6]This bill provides ongoing funds of $150,000 per year beginning in fiscal year 2021-22 to the New Ventures Maine program within the University of Maine System for a statewide collaboration of nonprofit and for-profit partners to provide free volunteer tax assistance, including the filing of state tax returns; outreach to low-income individuals and families about federal and state tax credits; financial education, connections to financial services and other resources; education for providers and volunteers; and statewide data collection.  The bill also requires the New Ventures Maine program to submit an annual report describing its activities in the previous calendar year in providing tax assistance to low-income individuals and families.
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