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An Act To Strengthen the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ec485925_ed27_4a16][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__20e7d2a0_dd6d_4e7e_bce8_1][bookmark: _PAR__3_d21ea627_4ca8_4141_9e22_4311a703][bookmark: _LINE__4_707996ad_db7e_48f0_9364_13f76c6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7ac82aa9_dfa2_4059][bookmark: _LINE__5_60e97ec1_aa4e_4704_ab63_4ee2054]Sec. 2.  23 MRSA §8112, sub-§1, as repealed and replaced by PL 2005, c. 312, §8, is amended to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__414177ca_f54d_44c9_afa0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__51fc28f7_4136_426a_8d35_1d7][bookmark: _PAR__12_faa10081_e38e_44ab_bde5_8b39384][bookmark: _LINE__37_8c3e74ea_a4c0_4329_81d0_0ffc75][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__19e5f4da_7885_45c4_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__99c977c8_72cd_418a_8ae][bookmark: _LINE__38_ce430a5d_2ad6_4cc3_81d4_e4ea9d][bookmark: _LINE__39_2ff03f6b_85b3_4b44_8a9f_5e2f85][bookmark: _LINE__40_61a66e11_f2d3_4145_b1b9_d95d7e][bookmark: _LINE__41_43b66c65_fd7e_4eb9_a868_ac3bd1][bookmark: _LINE__42_cff55836_e7d2_4ca2_a4d6_bd74e1][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__47222be6_4890_42da_b203_2a4][bookmark: _PAGE__2_4b615465_05d7_43a5_ac2e_e720f6b][bookmark: _PAR__1_cc3667aa_915f_4edc_bb84_3deb0038][bookmark: _LINE__1_4ed0e2d4_b9a5_47c6_a79e_f3697d9][bookmark: _LINE__2_0105b6ad_49dc_4427_98f6_cebe5d4][bookmark: _LINE__3_78f5161a_9532_4eae_b10b_c9aeb36][bookmark: _LINE__4_648aa6bf_2d90_4f32_bb91_b72163f][bookmark: _LINE__5_c5ced232_6cb6_4296_b9b1_4b1510a][bookmark: _LINE__6_327ba6af_4098_4be6_8f30_53d841c][bookmark: _LINE__7_fbea2ee7_9d4f_4a30_ac36_0303a28][bookmark: _LINE__8_e988a4cc_103b_466e_a4b2_40550b1][bookmark: _LINE__9_8b6b0f7d_3625_47c6_8608_1484882][bookmark: _LINE__10_7c9da52b_5795_4789_9d22_35d412][bookmark: _LINE__11_afa70842_c588_4b69_9f4c_547a26]4.  Sales tax revenue.  Beginning July 1, 2022 and every July 1st thereafter, the State Controller shall transfer to the fund an amount, as certified by the State Tax Assessor, that is equivalent to 100% of the revenue from the tax imposed on the value of rental of a pickup truck or van with a gross weight of less than 26,000 pounds rented from a person primarily engaged in the business of renting automobiles and the value of rental for a period of less than one year of an automobile pursuant to Title 36, section 1811 for the first 6 months of the prior fiscal year after the reduction for the transfer to the Local Government Fund as described by Title 30-A, section 5681, subsection 5. Beginning on October 1, 2022 and every October 1st thereafter, the State Controller shall transfer to the fund an amount, as certified by the State Tax Assessor, that is equivalent to 100% of the revenue from the tax imposed on the value of rental of a pickup truck or van with a gross weight of less than 26,000 pounds rented from a person primarily engaged in the business of renting automobiles and the value of rental for a period of less than one year of an automobile pursuant to Title 36, section 1811 for the last 6 months of the prior fiscal year after the reduction for the transfer to the Local Government Fund as described by Title 30-A, section 5681, subsection 5. The tax amount must be based on actual sales for that fiscal year and may not consider any accruals that may be required by law.
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9661f7ba_7559][bookmark: _PAR__4_fd7e46f2_4a28_4707_81ee_165d0170][bookmark: _LINE__22_09452489_6d0b_49fa_98c3_455727][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7c5006d9_1ad4_4f06][bookmark: _LINE__23_e719e3f0_e9a0_4ce2_b2e0_c0c8dc][bookmark: _LINE__24_cff4e170_224a_4811_afdf_2a7ec5][bookmark: _LINE__25_bffef6c1_d48b_4f3d_86f5_7f2b5c][bookmark: _LINE__26_2014e198_feb0_490c_a24e_336ce4][bookmark: _LINE__27_bc04275a_7368_415f_8154_c0c1df][bookmark: _LINE__28_b422b7b6_8073_4e11_aecf_2d0d10][bookmark: _LINE__29_266add48_803b_4f0a_9f8d_4f8f8a]Sec. 6.  Transfer of state rail assets. The Department of Transportation and the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority shall enter into agreements to transfer all state rail assets the department controls to the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority, except for the state rail assets listed under section 7. The department shall conduct a review of existing laws relevant to state rail assets and submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than January 1, 2022 identifying any legislation necessary to facilitate the transfer of rail assets to the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_8ebade44_c37b_4ec8_bd5c_31b40bff][bookmark: _LINE__33_db091ce8_f730_4c67_9218_9764b3][bookmark: _LINE__34_6c23dd69_91ad_4985_800b_e8eb24][bookmark: _LINE__35_1beae1b1_9ce9_4b4c_a90f_df3c9a]1.  The portion of the Mountain Division Trail corridor from the crossing at Chadbourne Road in the Town of Standish to the New Hampshire state line in the Town of Fryeburg; and
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__dea8d3f4_b15c][bookmark: _PAR__8_e60fe77b_738f_4666_a4e9_a0524429][bookmark: _LINE__39_bde7b680_eacc_474e_8f71_f653a9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fb2e272e_fdc3_4b91][bookmark: _LINE__40_5f0ae37b_d801_4bc0_b6cd_4771e7][bookmark: _LINE__41_d1ae3e7b_3640_4748_b434_74ac1e][bookmark: _LINE__42_8d23d1eb_3589_49f9_9e9a_3d334a][bookmark: _LINE__43_6a84f92e_dc25_473a_8d68_803975][bookmark: _LINE__44_742ea45d_e8b7_4879_8b30_398d6c]Sec. 8.  Passenger rail bonding review.  The Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority shall analyze and develop recommendations on whether the authority should have bonding authority and how that authority could most effectively be exercised to carry out its responsibilities under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, chapter 621 and report its findings to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than January 1, 2022.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_087725d0_dea5_4600_b9f9_f8cb38f7][bookmark: _LINE__3_84306ebd_332a_4274_b702_8a769e9][bookmark: _LINE__4_0707d6e7_d02a_4f7b_bcdd_8a6019c][bookmark: _LINE__5_129f18db_e3b8_434f_a773_da15a1a]1.  It establishes the State Passenger Rail Fund and transfers all funds from the automobile and truck rental sales tax in the Multimodal Transportation Fund to the State Passenger Rail Fund.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_90bc1dbd_01c0_4c34_b07d_baece253][bookmark: _LINE__6_e28f5a9e_b234_4310_a9da_fdcb90e][bookmark: _LINE__7_11310c36_d2a1_408c_aabf_3b5a429]2.  It directs the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to hire additional executive management and staff positions.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_59f28978_f28d_4500_b6d2_304bd161][bookmark: _LINE__8_6c7ac8e0_9cd6_47be_b7aa_18a4b32][bookmark: _LINE__9_446731c2_ae02_4821_aacc_78511bc]3.  It creates 2 new director positions on the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority board of directors.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6befe0c2_4cff_4e92_948a_9e813eaf][bookmark: _LINE__10_69907077_e31b_40ef_9574_c6f5de][bookmark: _LINE__11_f582d784_c78d_443a_8ea5_a109d7][bookmark: _LINE__12_ab186e5f_d181_457b_bbc1_eab70d]4.  It directs the Department of Transportation and the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to enter into agreements to transfer all state rail assets the department controls to the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_c3ca7ae0_f044_452e_8a5a_309da125][bookmark: _LINE__13_6080330d_2fd0_4743_b6e9_77c6c8][bookmark: _LINE__14_1a844901_5d10_4480_901e_d5139a][bookmark: _LINE__15_43998a76_0813_4fc6_a144_954102]5.  It directs the Department of Transportation to develop a plan to allow for the recreational use of certain rail corridors while also preserving the corridors for future passenger rail development.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d09996c2_b17f_4f4c_ab73_87587ad3][bookmark: _LINE__16_6a0564a9_cea6_40bb_8787_2f1160][bookmark: _LINE__17_c4b1918c_ba6a_4a6d_98b5_972002][bookmark: _LINE__18_8866ca38_412a_4605_8f40_6f228b][bookmark: _LINE__19_7adc2bc0_dc8d_4b44_91d5_9ce5fa]6.  It directs the Department of Transportation to conduct a review of existing laws relevant to state rail assets and submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than January 1, 2022 identifying any legislation necessary to facilitate the transfer of rail assets to the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e2c022c3_c6a7_46ce_8cc9_bf086dac][bookmark: _LINE__20_efb0769f_2ee3_4ebe_9914_d45556][bookmark: _LINE__21_89405ac2_52be_4cfa_97c6_64251a][bookmark: _LINE__22_50735f05_aae7_4b34_bc7e_691fa0][bookmark: _LINE__23_f3f5ad69_09b9_4c6e_a6ba_d6b5c6]7.  It directs the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority to look into options for issuing bonds necessary to carry out its responsibilities under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 23, chapter 621 and report its findings to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation no later than January 1, 2022.
LR1909, item 1 - 130th Maine Legislature, page 2
